
100 most influential people in history

100 most influential people in history is a topic that sparks interest and debate among historians, scholars,
and the general public alike. The concept of influence is multifaceted, encompassing various fields such as
politics, science, philosophy, and the arts. Throughout history, certain individuals have made profound
impacts on society, culture, and the world at large. This article aims to explore the lives and contributions of
100 of these remarkable individuals, categorizing them into different domains for better understanding.

Criteria for Influence

Before diving into the list of influential people, it’s essential to establish the criteria that define their
influence. These criteria may include:

Impact on Society: How their ideas or actions changed the course of history.

Innovation: Contributions to science, technology, or the arts that led to significant advancements.

Leadership: Ability to inspire or lead a movement, whether political, social, or cultural.

Enduring Legacy: The lasting impact of their work or ideas on future generations.

Political Leaders

Political leaders have often shaped the world through their governance and vision. Here are some of the
most influential figures in this domain:

Alexander the Great: A military genius whose conquests spread Greek culture across three1.
continents.

Julius Caesar: His leadership and reforms laid the foundation for the Roman Empire.2.

Genghis Khan: United the Mongol tribes and created the largest contiguous empire in history.3.

Nelson Mandela: A symbol of resistance against apartheid in South Africa, promoting peace and4.



reconciliation.

Winston Churchill: His leadership during World War II was pivotal in the fight against fascism.5.

Mahatma Gandhi: Advocated for non-violent resistance, influencing civil rights movements6.
worldwide.

George Washington: The first President of the United States and a key figure in the American7.
Revolution.

Martin Luther King Jr.: A leader in the American civil rights movement, known for his advocacy of8.
nonviolent protest.

Abraham Lincoln: Preserved the Union during the American Civil War and abolished slavery.9.

Margaret Thatcher: The first female Prime Minister of the UK, known for her strong conservative10.
policies.

Scientists and Innovators

Scientific advancements have often been driven by visionary thinkers. Here are notable figures in science
and innovation:

Albert Einstein: Developed the theory of relativity, fundamentally changing the understanding of1.
physics.

Isaac Newton: His laws of motion and universal gravitation laid the groundwork for classical2.
mechanics.

Marie Curie: Pioneered research on radioactivity, becoming the first woman to win a Nobel Prize.3.

Charles Darwin: His theory of evolution by natural selection revolutionized biology.4.

Galileo Galilei: A key figure in the Scientific Revolution, known for his contributions to astronomy.5.

Stephen Hawking: Made groundbreaking contributions to cosmology and theoretical physics.6.

Thomas Edison: An inventor with over a thousand patents, his work in electricity transformed7.
modern society.



Louis Pasteur: Developed the germ theory of disease, leading to significant advancements in public8.
health.

Nikola Tesla: His innovations in electricity and electromagnetism laid the groundwork for modern9.
power systems.

Bill Gates: Co-founder of Microsoft, his contributions to personal computing have influenced millions.10.

Philosophers and Thinkers

Philosophers have shaped human thought and culture in profound ways. Here are some of the most
influential philosophers:

Socrates: Often regarded as the father of Western philosophy, known for the Socratic method.1.

Plato: His works laid the foundation for Western political theory and philosophy.2.

Aristotle: Contributed to numerous fields, including metaphysics, ethics, and natural sciences.3.

Karl Marx: His critiques of capitalism have influenced political movements worldwide.4.

Friedrich Nietzsche: Known for his exploration of morality, culture, and the concept of the5.
"Übermensch."

Confucius: His teachings on ethics and morality have deeply influenced Chinese culture and society.6.

Simone de Beauvoir: A key figure in feminist philosophy, known for her work on existentialism7.
and feminism.

John Locke: His theories on government and individual rights influenced the Enlightenment and8.
modern democracy.

Immanuel Kant: His work in epistemology and ethics has had a lasting impact on Western9.
philosophy.

David Hume: A central figure in the Scottish Enlightenment, known for his empiricism and10.
skepticism.



Artists and Writers

Art and literature have the power to inspire and provoke thought. Here are some of the most influential
artists and writers:

William Shakespeare: Widely regarded as the greatest playwright and poet in the English language.1.

Leonardo da Vinci: A polymath whose art and inventions have left a lasting legacy in both fields.2.

Vincent van Gogh: His unique style and emotional depth have made him one of the most celebrated3.
painters.

Pablo Picasso: A co-founder of the Cubist movement, his innovations transformed modern art.4.

Jane Austen: Her novels have had a lasting impact on literature, especially in the portrayal of5.
women.

Mark Twain: Known as the "father of American literature," his works address social issues with6.
humor and wit.

Frida Kahlo: An iconic figure in art, known for her deeply personal and symbolic works.7.

Charles Dickens: His novels brought attention to social issues in Victorian England.8.

George Orwell: His works critique totalitarianism and advocate for social justice.9.

Gabriel García Márquez: A Nobel Prize-winning author known for his contributions to magical10.
realism.

Religious Figures

Religious leaders and thinkers have profoundly influenced moral and ethical standards throughout history.
Here are some of the most significant:

Jesus Christ: Central figure in Christianity, whose teachings have influenced billions.1.

Buddha: Founder of Buddhism, his teachings on suffering and enlightenment have shaped Eastern2.



philosophy.

Mohammed: The prophet of Islam, whose teachings form the basis of one of the world's major3.
religions.

Confucius: His thoughts on ethics and governance continue to influence Chinese society and beyond.4.

Saint Paul: His letters helped shape early Christian doctrine and spread Christianity across the Roman5.
Empire.

Martin Luther: His role in the Protestant Reformation changed the landscape of Christianity.6.

Mother Teresa: Known for her humanitarian work and commitment to the poor and sick.7.

Dalai Lama: A symbol of peace and compassion, advocating for non-violence and human rights.8.

Desmond Tutu: An anti-apartheid activist and advocate for human rights and reconciliation.9.

John Wesley: Founder of Methodism, his teachings emphasized social justice and personal piety.10.

Conclusion

The 100 most influential people in history span various domains, each contributing uniquely to the tapestry
of human civilization. Their legacies continue to shape our world, inspiring countless individuals and
movements. Understanding their contributions helps us appreciate the complexities of human progress and
the interconnectedness of ideas across different cultures and epochs. While the debate over who deserves a
place on this list may continue, the impact of these individuals is undeniable, and their stories encourage us
to think critically about our own roles in shaping the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are some of the most influential people in history?
Some of the most influential people in history include figures like Mahatma Gandhi, Albert Einstein,
Martin Luther King Jr., Marie Curie, and Nelson Mandela, among others.



What criteria are used to determine the influence of historical figures?
Criteria often include their impact on society, contributions to science or culture, leadership in significant
movements, and lasting legacy over time.

How has the perception of influential figures changed over time?
Perceptions can change due to new historical research, shifting societal values, or contemporary social
movements that re-evaluate past actions and legacies.

Which women are considered among the 100 most influential people in
history?
Notable women include figures such as Cleopatra, Joan of Arc, Rosa Parks, Mother Teresa, and Malala
Yousafzai, who have all made significant impacts in various fields.

How do cultural backgrounds influence the ranking of influential people?
Cultural backgrounds can influence rankings as different societies may emphasize various contributions and
values, leading to different interpretations of influence.

What role do political leaders play in the list of influential people?
Political leaders often play a significant role due to their ability to enact change, inspire movements, and
shape the course of history through policies and governance.

Can the list of the 100 most influential people in history be considered
objective?
The list is subjective, as influence is often interpreted through personal, cultural, and historical lenses,
leading to varying opinions on who should be included.
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