100 photographs that changed the world

100 photographs that changed the world serve as powerful visual narratives, capturing pivotal moments in
history, culture, and human emotion. These images transcend time, telling stories that resonate with us
long after the events have passed. They evoke feelings of empathy, urgency, and reflection, reminding us
of our shared humanity and the world’s complexities. From war and peace to social justice and
environmental crises, these photographs have not only documented history but have also inspired action
and change. Below, we delve into some of the most significant photographs, exploring their backgrounds

and the impact they have had.

The Power of Photography in History

Photography has long been a medium through which pivotal moments in history are captured and
conveyed. The immediacy and accessibility of images allow for a visceral connection to events that might
otherwise feel distant or abstract. The following sections outline notable photographs that have shifted

public perception, inspired movements, or changed the course of history.

1. The First Photograph (1826)

- Photographer: Joseph Nicéphore Niépce
- Significance: The first successful photograph, titled "View from the Window at Le Gras," marked the
dawn of photography as a medium. This image paved the way for future innovations in visual

documentation.

2. The Falling Man (2001)

- Photographer: Richard Drew
- Significance: Captured during the September 11 attacks, this haunting image of a man falling from the
World Trade Center resonated deeply with viewers, symbolizing the tragedy of that day and the human

cost of terrorism.

3. Lunch atop a Skyscraper (1932)

- Photographer: Charles C. Ebbets

- Significance: This iconic photograph of construction workers eating lunch on a beam high above New



York City epitomizes American resilience during the Great Depression and the spirit of the era's labor

force.

4. The Earthrise (1968)

- Photographer: William Anders
- Significance: Taken during the Apollo 8 mission, "Earthrise” provided humanity with a new perspective

of our planet, emphasizing its fragility and beauty, and igniting the environmental movement.

5. The Napalm Girl (1972)

- Photographer: Nick Ut
- Significance: This photo of a young Vietnamese girl fleeing a napalm attack during the Vietnam War
became a symbol of the war's brutality, influencing public opinion and contributing to the anti-war

movement.

Photographs of War and Conflict

‘War has been a significant theme in photography, with images often serving as catalysts for change. The

following photographs highlight the human cost of conflict and have informed public perceptions of war.

6. The Vulture and the Little Girl (1993)

- Photographer: Kevin Carter
- Significance: This Pulitzer Prize-winning image of a starving Sudanese girl being watched by a vulture

brought global attention to famine in Africa and raised questions about humanitarian aid and media ethics.

7. The Tiananmen Square Tank Man (1989)

- Photographer: Jeff Widener
- Significance: The photograph of an unknown man standing in front of a column of tanks during the
Tiananmen Square protests became an enduring symbol of resistance against oppression and government

brutality.



8. The Bombing of Guernica (1937)

- Artist: Pablo Picasso (though not a photograph, it reflects the impact of war imagery)
- Significance: Picasso’s painting, inspired by the bombing of the Basque town during the Spanish Civil
‘War, has become one of the most powerful anti-war symbols, influencing how art and photography portray

conflict.

9. The Soldier’s Last Goodbye (1945)

- Photographer: Robert Capa
- Significance: Capa’s images from World War II, including the poignant moment of a soldier saying
goodbye, brought the harsh realities of war into the homes of ordinary people and shaped the public's

understanding of conflict.

10. The Refugee Mother and Child (1993)

- Photographer: James Nachtwey
- Significance: This powerful image captured the despair of a mother and her child in a refugee camp,
highlighting the humanitarian crises resulting from war and displacement, and urging the world to take

action.

Social Justice and Civil Rights

Photographs have played a crucial role in movements for social justice, capturing the struggles and

triumphs of marginalized communities. Some images have sparked significant change and awareness.

11. The Lunch Counter Sit-ins (1960)

- Photographer: Various
- Significance: Images of African American students peacefully protesting segregation at lunch counters

became iconic representations of the Civil Rights Movement, inspiring further action and solidarity.



12. The Birmingham Campaign (1963)

- Photographer: Charles Moore
- Significance: Photographs of the violent response to peaceful protests in Birmingham, Alabama, exposed

the brutality of segregation and galvanized support for the Civil Rights Movement.

13. The Woman in the Red Dress (1989)

- Photographer: Marc Riboud
- Significance: This image of a woman standing defiantly in front of a line of soldiers during the protests in

Tiananmen Square captured the spirit of resistance and became a symbol of the fight for democracy.

14. The AIDS Quilt (1987)

- Photographer: Various
- Significance: The photographs of the AIDS Memorial Quilt, composed of panels made in memory of those
lost to the disease, serve as a powerful reminder of the epidemic's impact on the LGBTQ+ community and

the ongoing fight for awareness and rights.

15. The Women’s March (2017)

- Photographer: Various
- Significance: Images from the Women’s March on Washington and worldwide highlighted the fight for

gender equality and women’s rights, marking a pivotal moment in the contemporary feminist movement.

Environmental Awareness

Photographs have also played a significant role in raising awareness about environmental issues, showcasing

the beauty of our planet while emphasizing the need for conservation.

16. The Blue Marble (1972)

- Photographer: Apollo 17 crew

- Significance: This stunning image of Earth taken from space became an iconic representation of our planet



and fueled the environmental movement by highlighting the need for global stewardship.

17. The Deforestation of the Amazon (2019)

- Photographer: Various
- Significance: Aerial photographs revealing the extent of deforestation in the Amazon rainforest have

drawn international attention to environmental degradation and the urgent need for conservation efforts.

18. The Polar Bear on a Melting Ice Cap (2007)

- Photographer: Annie Griffiths
- Significance: This image of a polar bear struggling to find solid ground amid melting ice caps became

emblematic of climate change's impact on wildlife, prompting calls for action against global warming.

19. The Gulf Oil Spill (2010)

- Photographer: Various
- Significance: Disturbing images of oil-soaked wildlife and polluted beaches during the Deepwater Horizon
oil spill highlighted the environmental and economic consequences of corporate negligence, spurring

environmental activism.

20. The Last Male Northern White Rhino (2018)

- Photographer: Various
- Significance: Images of Sudan, the last male northern white rhino, drew attention to the extinction crisis

and the urgent need for conservation efforts to protect endangered species.

The Role of Iconic Portraits

Portraits can encapsulate emotions and stories, often becoming symbols of larger movements or moments in

history. Here are some iconic portraits that have made a significant impact.



21. The Afghan Girl (1985)

- Photographer: Steve McCurry
- Significance: This haunting portrait of a young Afghan girl became the face of National Geographic and a
symbol of the plight of refugees and the impact of war on children.

22. Marilyn Monroe (1954)

- Photographer: Bert Stern
- Significance: This series of portraits captured the iconic actress in her final days, reflecting both her
glamour and vulnerability, ultimately becoming a symbol of Hollywood’s complex relationship with fame

and beauty.

23. The Face of AIDS (1980s-1990s)

- Photographer: Various
- Significance: Portraits of individuals affected by AIDS helped humanize the epidemic, shifting public

perception and encouraging compassion and support for those living with the disease.

24. Nelson Mandela (1990)

- Photographer: Various
- Significance: Images of Mandela upon his release from prison became emblematic of the struggle against

apartheid and the triumph of justice, inspiring movements for equality worldwide.

25. Greta Thunberg (2018)

- Photographer: Various

- Significance: Portraits of young climate activist Greta Thunberg have galvanized the global

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the significance of the photograph 'Tank Man' taken during the

Tiananmen Square protests?

The 'Tank Man' photograph symbolizes individual courage and resistance against oppressive regimes,

capturing a powerful moment of defiance in the face of military might.

How did the image of Earth from space, known as 'Earthrise’, impact

environmental awareness?

'Earthrise', captured during the Apollo 8 mission, profoundly changed perceptions of our planet,

highlighting its fragility and fostering a global environmental consciousness.

Which photograph is often credited with raising awareness about the
AIDS crisis in the 1980s?

The photograph of a young man, often referred to as 'David Kirby', taken as he lay dying from AIDS,

helped humanize the crisis and drove public empathy and action.

What role did the photograph of the 9/11 attacks play in shaping public

perception of terrorism?

The haunting images of the 9/11 attacks served to galvanize public opinion against terrorism, influencing

U.S. foreign policy and global security measures for years to come.

How did the image of the 'Little Rock Nine' impact civil rights in
America?

The photograph of the 'Little Rock Nine' integrating Central High School showcased the struggle for civil

rights and the violent opposition faced, significantly influencing public opinion and policy changes.

What was the historical context behind the 'Migrant Mother' photograph?

'Migrant Mother', taken during the Great Depression, depicted the plight of displaced families and became a

symbol of hope and resilience, prompting government relief efforts.

Why is the photograph of the first atomic bomb explosion, "Trinity Test',
crucial in history?

The "Trinity Test' photograph marked the dawn of the nuclear age, raising ethical questions about warfare

and the future of humanity, influencing global politics and peace movements.



How did the "V-J Day in Times Square' photograph impact American

culture?

The 'V-J Day in Times Square' photograph, depicting a sailor kissing a nurse, became an iconic

representation of joy and relief at the end of WWII, shaping American cultural memory.

‘What does the photograph of "'The Falling Man' from the 9/11 attacks
symbolize?

"The Falling Man' photograph captures the tragic choice faced by individuals during the 9/11 attacks,

evoking deep emotional responses and raising discussions about the human cost of terrorism.

How has the photograph 'Lunch atop a Skyscraper' influenced
perceptions of labor and safety?

The 'Lunch atop a Skyscraper' photograph illustrates both the daring nature of laborers during the

construction boom and the risks they faced, prompting conversations about worker safety and rights.
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