
107 certification study guide
107 certification study guide is an essential resource for individuals preparing to earn the 107
Remote Pilot Certificate issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). This comprehensive
guide is designed to help aspiring remote pilots understand the key knowledge areas, exam structure,
and practical requirements necessary to pass the FAA Part 107 exam successfully. The study guide
covers vital topics including airspace classification, weather effects, flight operations, and FAA
regulations that govern the use of small unmanned aircraft systems (sUAS). By following this guide,
candidates can efficiently prepare for the exam and gain the confidence needed to operate drones
commercially and legally in the United States. This article will provide a detailed overview of the 107
certification process, study strategies, exam content, and additional resources to ensure thorough
preparation. The following sections outline the essential components of the 107 certification study
guide.

Understanding the 107 Certification

Exam Content and Key Knowledge Areas

Effective Study Strategies and Resources

Registration and Exam Procedures

Post-Certification Requirements and Best Practices

Understanding the 107 Certification
The Part 107 Remote Pilot Certificate is a credential that authorizes individuals to operate drones
commercially in compliance with FAA regulations. This certification is mandatory for anyone who
wants to fly unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) for purposes other than recreational use. The FAA
established Part 107 to ensure safe integration of drones into the national airspace system,
emphasizing pilot knowledge, operational safety, and adherence to rules.

Obtaining the 107 certification involves passing a knowledge test that covers a broad range of
aeronautical and regulatory topics. The certificate demonstrates that the pilot possesses the
necessary understanding to conduct safe and legal drone operations. This certification is valid for two
years, after which pilots must renew it by passing a recurrent knowledge test.

Eligibility Requirements
To be eligible for the 107 certification, applicants must meet specific criteria set by the FAA. These
include being at least 16 years old, being able to read, speak, write, and understand English, and
being in a physical and mental condition to safely operate a drone. Additionally, applicants must pass
the FAA’s aeronautical knowledge test at an authorized testing center.



Benefits of Certification
Holding a Part 107 certification unlocks numerous opportunities in commercial drone applications,
such as aerial photography, surveying, inspections, and delivery services. Certified pilots gain access
to controlled airspace permissions and can fly drones weighing less than 55 pounds under FAA
regulations. This certification also fosters trust with clients and regulatory bodies by proving
compliance and expertise.

Exam Content and Key Knowledge Areas
The 107 certification exam assesses an applicant's understanding of various subjects critical to safe
drone operation. The test consists of 60 multiple-choice questions, and candidates have two hours to
complete it. A minimum score of 70% is required to pass. The exam focuses on seven major
knowledge areas that every remote pilot must master.

Airspace Classification and Flight Restrictions
Understanding airspace classes, their respective rules, and how to obtain authorization for controlled
airspace operations is fundamental. Pilots must recognize Class B, C, D, E, and G airspace, including
Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) that may impact drone flights.

Weather and Effects on Drone Operations
Weather knowledge enables pilots to assess conditions such as wind, visibility, temperature, and
cloud coverage that affect drone performance and safety. Concepts like METARs (Meteorological
Aerodrome Reports) and TAFs (Terminal Aerodrome Forecasts) are integral to preflight planning.

Regulations and FAA Rules
Remote pilots must be well-versed in FAA regulations, including Part 107 rules, operating limitations,
emergency procedures, and pilot certification requirements. This includes understanding waivers,
night operations, and prohibited operations.

Loading and Performance
Comprehending the principles of weight and balance, center of gravity, and their impact on drone
flight characteristics is crucial. Pilots need to ensure that their UAS is loaded correctly to maintain
stability and control.

Emergency Procedures
Knowledge of how to respond to in-flight emergencies, such as loss of control, communication failure,
or unexpected weather changes, is essential for maintaining safety and compliance.



Airport Operations
Remote pilots should understand airport markings, signs, signals, and procedures to avoid conflicts
with manned aircraft. This includes knowledge of right-of-way rules and communication protocols
when operating near airports.

Physiological Factors and Decision-Making
Pilots are required to recognize how human factors such as fatigue, stress, and medication can affect
judgment and performance. Sound aeronautical decision-making skills are critical to preventing
accidents and ensuring safe operations.

Effective Study Strategies and Resources
Efficient preparation for the 107 certification exam requires a structured study plan and access to
reliable learning materials. Utilizing a variety of resources can help candidates grasp complex topics
and reinforce their understanding.

Official FAA Materials
The FAA provides several publications and handbooks that serve as authoritative sources for the Part
107 exam. These include the FAA’s Remote Pilot – Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems Study Guide and
the Aeronautical Knowledge Handbook.

Online Courses and Practice Tests
Many online platforms offer Part 107 preparation courses that cover exam topics in detail. Practice
tests simulate the actual exam environment, helping candidates assess their readiness and identify
areas needing improvement.

Study Techniques
Successful study methods include:

Creating a detailed study schedule to cover all exam topics systematically

Using flashcards to memorize key terms and regulations

Engaging in group study sessions to discuss challenging concepts

Reviewing FAA sample questions and explanations thoroughly



Registration and Exam Procedures
Understanding the registration and testing process is vital to ensure a smooth certification
experience. The FAA requires candidates to follow specific steps to schedule and take the Part 107
knowledge test.

Registering for the Exam
Applicants must create an account with the FAA’s Integrated Airman Certification and Rating
Application (IACRA) system and schedule their exam through an FAA-approved Knowledge Testing
Center. It is important to select a convenient location and date for the exam.

Exam Day Requirements
On the day of the exam, candidates must bring a valid government-issued photo ID and confirmation
of their test appointment. The exam is typically administered via computer at the testing center.
Candidates should arrive early and be prepared for a two-hour testing session.

Receiving and Using the Certification
After passing the exam, applicants submit Form 8710-13 for remote pilot certification through IACRA.
The TSA will conduct a background check before issuing the certificate. Once received, pilots must
carry the certificate when operating drones commercially and adhere to all Part 107 regulations.

Post-Certification Requirements and Best Practices
Maintaining the 107 certification and operating drones responsibly requires ongoing education and
adherence to safety protocols. Certified remote pilots must stay informed about regulatory updates
and best practices.

Recurrent Training and Testing
Part 107 certificates expire after 24 months, requiring pilots to complete recurrent training or retake
the knowledge test to remain eligible for commercial drone operations. Staying current ensures
familiarity with new regulations and safety procedures.

Operational Compliance
Remote pilots must consistently comply with operational limitations, such as maximum altitude, line-
of-sight requirements, and no-fly zones. Utilizing updated airspace authorization tools and respecting
privacy laws are integral to responsible drone use.



Safety and Risk Management
Implementing thorough preflight inspections, risk assessments, and emergency response plans
enhances operational safety. Documenting flights and maintaining logs can assist in demonstrating
compliance and addressing any incidents.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 107 certification and why is it important?
The 107 certification refers to the FAA Part 107 Remote Pilot Certificate, which allows individuals to
legally operate small unmanned aircraft systems (drones) commercially in the United States. It is
important because it ensures that drone pilots understand the regulations, safety procedures, and
operational requirements.

What topics are covered in the 107 certification study guide?
The 107 certification study guide typically covers topics such as FAA regulations, airspace
classification, weather effects on drones, emergency procedures, drone loading and performance, and
radio communication protocols.

Are there any official resources for the 107 certification study
guide?
Yes, the FAA provides an official Remote Pilot - Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems Study Guide which
is available for free on the FAA website. This guide is comprehensive and recommended for exam
preparation.

How can I effectively prepare for the 107 certification exam
using a study guide?
To effectively prepare, review the study guide thoroughly, focus on understanding airspace
classifications and regulations, take practice tests to assess your knowledge, and stay updated on any
changes in FAA rules related to drone operations.

How long does it typically take to study for the 107
certification using a study guide?
The study time varies depending on prior knowledge, but most individuals spend between 2 to 4
weeks studying for several hours a day to be well-prepared for the exam.

Are there any free 107 certification study guides or practice
tests available online?
Yes, several websites offer free 107 certification study guides and practice tests, including the FAA



website, UAV Coach, and other drone education platforms, which can help candidates prepare without
additional cost.

What are common challenges when using a 107 certification
study guide and how can I overcome them?
Common challenges include understanding complex airspace maps and regulations, remembering
detailed rules, and applying knowledge to practical scenarios. Overcome these by using visual aids,
taking multiple practice exams, joining study groups, and seeking clarification from experienced pilots
or instructors.

Additional Resources
1. 107 Certification Study Guide: Mastering the Fundamentals
This comprehensive guide covers all the essential topics needed to pass the 107 certification exam. It
provides detailed explanations, practical examples, and review questions to reinforce learning. Ideal
for beginners and those looking to solidify their understanding of the core concepts.

2. Practical Approaches to 107 Certification Exam Preparation
Focusing on real-world applications, this book offers strategies and tips to effectively prepare for the
107 certification. It includes practice tests, case studies, and time-management techniques for exam
day success. Readers will gain confidence through hands-on exercises and clear guidance.

3. 107 Certification Exam Secrets: What You Need to Know
This title reveals insider tips and common pitfalls encountered by candidates taking the 107
certification exam. It breaks down complex topics into easy-to-understand segments and provides
memory aids to boost retention. A valuable resource for anyone aiming to pass the exam on their first
try.

4. Complete Review for the 107 Certification
Offering a thorough review of all exam objectives, this book is designed to help candidates identify
their strengths and weaknesses. It features chapter summaries, key terms, and practice quizzes to
ensure thorough understanding. Perfect for last-minute review sessions and comprehensive study
plans.

5. 107 Certification Practice Questions & Answers
This book contains hundreds of practice questions with detailed answer explanations, simulating the
format and difficulty of the actual 107 certification exam. It helps test knowledge and build test-taking
skills under timed conditions. A must-have companion for any serious exam candidate.

6. Study Strategies for the 107 Certification Exam
Focusing on effective study habits and learning techniques, this book guides readers through creating
personalized study schedules and managing exam stress. It includes advice from certified
professionals and success stories to motivate learners. An excellent resource for structured and
efficient preparation.

7. Understanding Key Concepts for the 107 Certification
This book breaks down the most challenging topics encountered in the 107 certification syllabus.
Through clear explanations and illustrative examples, it helps readers grasp difficult concepts with



ease. It’s particularly useful for those needing extra support in specific subject areas.

8. The Official 107 Certification Handbook
Written by industry experts, this official handbook provides authoritative coverage of the certification
requirements and exam content. It includes updated information on standards, regulations, and best
practices relevant to the 107 certification. Essential for candidates seeking an in-depth and reliable
resource.

9. Quick Reference Guide for the 107 Certification Exam
Designed as a concise and portable study aid, this guide summarizes key facts, formulas, and
concepts for quick review. It’s perfect for on-the-go study sessions and last-minute refreshers before
the exam. Its clear layout and bullet points make information easy to find and remember.
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