
13 the broadway musical piano vocal selections

13 the Broadway musical piano vocal selections offer a unique opportunity for performers and enthusiasts
alike to dive into the vibrant world of this coming-of-age musical. Created by Jason Robert Brown, "13" is a
high-energy show that tells the story of a teenager named Evan Goldman, who faces the challenges of
adolescence, friendship, and identity. The musical is particularly notable for its catchy songs and relatable
themes, making it a favorite among young performers, schools, and community theaters. In this article, we
will explore the significance of piano vocal selections for "13," the musical's themes, key songs, and how
best to utilize these selections for performances and practice.

The Importance of Piano Vocal Selections

Piano vocal selections are essential for anyone looking to perform a musical piece. For "13," these collections
serve several important functions:

Accessibility: Piano vocal selections make it easier for singers and musicians to access the music
without needing the full orchestral score.

Practice: These selections provide a simplified version of the music, allowing performers to focus on
vocal technique and interpretation.

Performance: They can be used for auditions, showcases, and concerts, making it easier for
performers to present well-known songs from the musical.

By utilizing piano vocal selections, performers can bring the energy and emotion of "13" to life, captivating
audiences with their renditions.

Overview of "13" The Musical

Before diving into the piano vocal selections, it’s essential to understand the musical's context and main
themes. "13" premiered on Broadway in 2008 and was notable for its focus on a young cast and
contemporary issues faced by teenagers. The storyline revolves around Evan Goldman, who moves from
New York City to a small town in Indiana, navigating the complexities of friendship, popularity, and self-
identity.



Key Themes of "13"

The musical addresses various themes that resonate with young audiences:

Friendship: The dynamics of friendships in adolescence are explored, showcasing both the joys and1.
heartbreaks.

Identity: Characters grapple with their identities, highlighting the struggle for acceptance and self-2.
discovery.

Peer Pressure: The influence of peers on behavior and choices is a central theme, reflecting real-life3.
challenges faced by teenagers.

Coming of Age: The journey from childhood to adolescence is depicted through relatable scenarios4.
and emotions.

These themes make "13" not only entertaining but also deeply relevant, providing a rich backdrop for its
musical numbers.

Key Songs from "13"

The musical features a vibrant score filled with catchy tunes that highlight its themes. Here are some of
the standout songs featured in the piano vocal selections:

1. "What It Means to Be a Friend"

This opening number captures the essence of friendship and sets the tone for the musical. It’s an energetic
piece that showcases the hopes and fears of the characters as they navigate their relationships.

2. "The Lamest Place in the World"

In this song, Evan expresses his frustration about moving to a new town. The lively tune reflects the angst
of adolescence and the longing for a sense of belonging.



3. "I Can’t Take It"

A powerful solo that emphasizes the pressure Evan feels as he tries to fit in. This song allows for emotional
delivery and showcases vocal range, making it a favorite among performers.

4. "A Little More Homework"

This number highlights the stress of academic pressures and expectations, resonating with both students
and parents alike.

5. "Brand New You"

A pivotal moment in the musical, this song encapsulates the theme of self-acceptance and transformation.
It’s a powerful anthem for anyone facing challenges in their identity.

6. "Being a Geek"

A fun and upbeat song that celebrates individuality and the importance of embracing one’s quirks, making
it relatable for many young audience members.

Utilizing Piano Vocal Selections in Performance

When preparing for performances using the piano vocal selections from "13," consider the following tips to
enhance your presentation:

1. Focus on Characterization

Each song in "13" tells a story. As you practice, immerse yourself in the character's emotions and intentions.
This will help bring authenticity to your performance.

2. Work with a Pianist



Collaborating with a skilled pianist can elevate your performance. They can provide valuable feedback and
help you find the right dynamics for the songs.

3. Practice Regularly

Consistent practice is crucial. Familiarize yourself with the melodies and lyrics, ensuring you can deliver
them confidently.

4. Record Yourself

Recording your practice sessions can help you identify areas for improvement. Listening to your
performances will allow you to adjust your tone, pitch, and emotional delivery.

5. Perform for an Audience

Consider setting up a small performance for family or friends. This experience will help reduce
performance anxiety and build confidence.

Conclusion

13 the Broadway musical piano vocal selections provide an excellent resource for singers and musicians
looking to explore this vibrant show. Its relatable themes and catchy songs make it a perfect choice for
young performers and educators. By utilizing these selections effectively, you can bring the story of Evan
Goldman and his friends to life, capturing the hearts of audiences everywhere. Whether you are gearing
up for an audition or simply looking to enjoy the music, the piano vocal selections of "13" are a fantastic
addition to any musical repertoire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is '13 the Broadway Musical' about?
'13 the Broadway Musical' is a coming-of-age story that follows a 12-year-old boy named Evan Goldman
who moves from New York City to a small town in Indiana. As he navigates the challenges of adolescence,
friendships, and social dynamics, he learns important lessons about identity and acceptance.



What can I expect to find in the 'Piano Vocal Selections' for '13'?
The 'Piano Vocal Selections' for '13 the Broadway Musical' typically includes sheet music for the main
songs from the show, with piano arrangements and vocal lines, allowing performers to play and sing the
popular numbers featured in the musical.

Who are the original creators of '13 the Broadway Musical'?
'13 the Broadway Musical' features music and lyrics by Jason Robert Brown and a book by Dan Elish and
Robert Horn. It premiered on Broadway in 2008.

Is the music from '13' suitable for young performers?
Yes, the music from '13 the Broadway Musical' is often performed by young actors and is designed to
resonate with themes appropriate for middle school and high school students, making it suitable for youth
theater productions.

What are some of the standout songs in '13 the Broadway Musical'?
Some standout songs from '13' include 'What It Means to Be a Friend', 'Brand New You', and 'The Lamest
Place in the World'. These songs capture the emotions and experiences of adolescence.

Where can I purchase the 'Piano Vocal Selections' for '13 the Broadway
Musical'?
The 'Piano Vocal Selections' for '13 the Broadway Musical' can be purchased at music stores, online retailers
like Amazon, or through sheet music websites such as MusicNotes and Sheet Music Plus.
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