
172 ford industrial engine parts
172 Ford industrial engine parts are essential components that contribute to the durability and
performance of various machinery, equipment, and vehicles. Understanding the intricate details of
these parts can help in maintenance, repairs, or even upgrades, ensuring that equipment runs
smoothly and efficiently. This article delves into the significance of the 172 Ford engine, its
components, maintenance tips, and where to find quality parts.

Introduction to the 172 Ford Industrial Engine

The 172 Ford industrial engine is a popular model that has been used in several applications, ranging
from tractors and construction equipment to generators and marine vessels. Known for its reliability
and robust performance, the 172 engine is a four-cylinder power unit that features a cast-iron block
and head, offering durability under various working conditions.

Key Specifications of the 172 Ford Engine

Before diving into the various parts, it's essential to understand the specifications that define the 172
Ford engine:

- Configuration: Inline 4-cylinder
- Displacement: 172 cubic inches (approximately 2.8 liters)
- Horsepower: Typically ranges from 50 to 70 horsepower, depending on the application
- Torque: Approximately 120 lb-ft at 1,600 rpm
- Fuel Type: Available in gasoline and diesel configurations

These specifications underline the suitability of the 172 engine for demanding industrial applications,
making it a preferred choice among operators.

Common Parts of the 172 Ford Industrial Engine

The 172 Ford industrial engine comprises several critical components, each playing a vital role in its
overall functionality. Below is a detailed list of the major parts:

1. Engine Block and Cylinder Head

The engine block is the core of the 172 engine, housing the cylinders, pistons, and crankshaft. The
cylinder head sits atop the engine block, facilitating the combustion process.

- Material: Both components are typically made from cast iron, providing strength and heat
resistance.



- Importance: A well-maintained block and head prevent leaks and maintain compression, crucial for
engine performance.

2. Pistons and Connecting Rods

Pistons are cylindrical components that move up and down within the engine's cylinders, while
connecting rods link the pistons to the crankshaft.

- Function: Pistons compress the air-fuel mixture and transfer force to the crankshaft through
connecting rods.
- Maintenance: Regular inspection for wear and tear can prevent catastrophic engine failure.

3. Crankshaft

The crankshaft converts the linear motion of the pistons into rotational motion, which is necessary for
powering the machinery.

- Design: Typically made from forged steel or cast iron, ensuring strength to withstand the engine's
operational forces.
- Lubrication: Proper lubrication is vital for reducing friction and wear.

4. Camshaft

The camshaft controls the opening and closing of the engine's valves, which regulate the intake of air
and fuel and the expulsion of exhaust gases.

- Timing: Precise timing is crucial for optimal engine performance.
- Types: Can be either overhead cam (OHC) or overhead valve (OHV) configurations.

5. Fuel System Components

The fuel system is integral to the engine's operation, ensuring the proper air-fuel mixture is delivered
to the combustion chamber.

- Fuel Pump: Delivers fuel from the tank to the engine.
- Carburetor/Fuel Injectors: Mixes air with fuel in the correct ratio for combustion.

6. Ignition System

The ignition system is responsible for igniting the air-fuel mixture within the combustion chamber.

- Components: Includes spark plugs, ignition coils, and distributors (in gasoline engines).



- Efficiency: A well-functioning ignition system ensures smooth starts and efficient operation.

7. Cooling System

The cooling system prevents the engine from overheating, which can lead to significant damage.

- Radiator: Dissipates heat from the coolant circulating through the engine.
- Water Pump: Circulates coolant through the engine and radiator.

8. Exhaust System

The exhaust system directs exhaust gases away from the engine and reduces noise.

- Components: Includes exhaust manifolds, pipes, and mufflers.
- Importance: An efficient exhaust system improves engine efficiency and reduces emissions.

Maintenance of 172 Ford Industrial Engine Parts

Proper maintenance of the 172 Ford industrial engine and its components is essential for ensuring
longevity and performance. Here are some maintenance tips for different parts:

1. Regular Oil Changes

Changing the engine oil at regular intervals is crucial for lubricating moving parts and preventing
wear.

- Frequency: Typically every 100 hours of operation or as recommended in the service manual.
- Type of Oil: Use the recommended oil viscosity for the specific engine type.

2. Cooling System Checks

Ensure the cooling system is functioning correctly by regularly checking coolant levels and inspecting
for leaks.

- Flush Radiator: Every two years to remove sediment and prevent corrosion.
- Thermostat Functionality: Test to ensure it opens and closes correctly.

3. Inspect Fuel System Components



Regularly check the fuel pump, filters, and injectors or carburetor for clogs and leaks.

- Replace Filters: At recommended intervals to ensure proper fuel flow.
- Clean Fuel Injectors: To maintain efficient fuel delivery.

4. Spark Plug Maintenance

Inspect and replace spark plugs to ensure optimal ignition performance.

- Inspection Frequency: Every 50 hours of operation or as specified in the engine manual.
- Replacement: Choose the correct type and gap for the engine model.

Where to Find Quality 172 Ford Industrial Engine Parts

Finding reliable parts is crucial for maintaining the performance of the 172 Ford engine. Here are
some options for sourcing quality parts:

1. Authorized Dealers

Purchasing from authorized Ford dealers ensures that you receive genuine parts that meet the
manufacturer's specifications.

2. Online Marketplaces

Several online platforms specialize in industrial engine parts. Some reputable sites include:

- eBay: Often features both new and used parts.
- Amazon: Offers a wide variety of engine parts with customer reviews.

3. Local Auto Parts Stores

Local auto parts retailers may carry essential components or can order specific parts for you.

4. Salvage Yards

For cost-effective options, consider checking salvage yards for used parts.

- Benefits: Often more affordable and environmentally friendly.
- Considerations: Ensure parts are in good condition and compatible with your engine.



Conclusion

The 172 Ford industrial engine is a robust power source widely used across various applications.
Understanding its parts, maintenance requirements, and sourcing options is crucial for operators and
mechanics alike. By prioritizing the care of these 172 Ford industrial engine parts, you can ensure
the longevity and efficiency of your equipment, ultimately leading to increased productivity and
reduced downtime. Whether you are maintaining a tractor, construction equipment, or any other
machinery powered by the 172 engine, staying informed about its components will serve you well in
the long run.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key specifications of the 172 Ford industrial
engine?
The 172 Ford industrial engine typically features a 2.8-liter displacement, inline four-cylinder design,
and is known for its durability and efficiency, commonly producing around 70-80 horsepower.

Where can I find OEM parts for the 172 Ford industrial
engine?
OEM parts for the 172 Ford industrial engine can be found through authorized Ford dealers, industrial
engine suppliers, or specialized online marketplaces that focus on vintage and industrial engine
components.

Are there performance upgrades available for the 172 Ford
industrial engine?
Yes, performance upgrades such as improved carburetors, exhaust systems, and aftermarket ignition
systems are available to enhance the power output and efficiency of the 172 Ford industrial engine.

What is the most common issue with 172 Ford industrial
engine parts?
Common issues with 172 Ford industrial engine parts include wear and tear on the gaskets,
overheating due to a faulty cooling system, and oil leaks from aging seals.

Can I use parts from other Ford engines on the 172 Ford
industrial engine?
Some parts from other Ford engines may be compatible with the 172 Ford industrial engine, but it's
essential to verify compatibility, especially for critical components like the crankshaft and cylinder
head.



How do I properly maintain the 172 Ford industrial engine?
Regular maintenance includes changing the oil and filter every 100 hours of operation, checking the
cooling system, inspecting belts and hoses, and ensuring the air filter is clean for optimal
performance.

What is the average cost of replacement parts for the 172
Ford industrial engine?
The average cost of replacement parts for the 172 Ford industrial engine varies widely, but typical
ranges can be from $20 for minor components to over $500 for major parts like the cylinder head or
crankshaft.

Is it possible to find rebuilt 172 Ford industrial engine parts?
Yes, many suppliers offer rebuilt or remanufactured parts for the 172 Ford industrial engine, which
can be a cost-effective option compared to purchasing new parts.

What kind of fuel does the 172 Ford industrial engine require?
The 172 Ford industrial engine typically requires regular unleaded gasoline, but it is important to
consult the engine specifications for any specific fuel recommendations for optimal performance.
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