
1937 john deere a manual

1937 John Deere A Manual is an essential resource for vintage tractor enthusiasts and collectors who

want to restore, maintain, or simply understand the workings of one of John Deere’s most iconic

models. The John Deere Model A, first introduced in the 1930s, was a revolutionary tractor that

significantly contributed to the mechanization of agriculture in America. This article will explore the

features, specifications, maintenance tips, and historical significance of the 1937 John Deere A, as well

as the importance of having a comprehensive manual for this tractor.

Historical Context of the 1937 John Deere A

The 1937 John Deere A was part of a larger trend in the agricultural industry during the Great

Depression. Farmers were seeking ways to increase productivity and efficiency, and the introduction of

gasoline-powered tractors was a game-changer. The Model A was designed to meet these needs,

providing farmers with a reliable, powerful, and versatile tool for their agricultural operations.

Development and Features

The John Deere Model A underwent several design changes from its initial introduction in 1934 to the

version produced in 1937. Key features that characterized the 1937 model included:

- Engine: The Model A was equipped with a 2-cylinder, 4-cycle engine that produced around 22

horsepower at the drawbar. This power was sufficient for most farming tasks of the era.

- Transmission: The tractor featured a sliding gear transmission that provided multiple speed options,

allowing farmers to adapt to varying field conditions.

- Design: The Model A was designed with a distinctive style, including a narrow front end and a high

hood, which not only provided better visibility but also improved maneuverability in tight spaces.



- Fuel Options: The 1937 model was versatile in its fuel choices, capable of running on both gasoline

and distillate, making it economical for farmers.

Specifications of the 1937 John Deere A

Understanding the specifications of the 1937 John Deere A is crucial for anyone looking to restore or

maintain this tractor. Here are the key specifications:

- Engine Type: 2-cylinder, 4-cycle

- Horsepower: 22 hp at the drawbar

- Bore x Stroke: 4.0 in x 5.5 in

- Weight: Approximately 3,200 lbs

- Fuel Capacity: 12 gallons

- Transmission: Gear-type, with multiple forward and reverse speeds

- Tires: 6.00-16 front tires and 12.4-38 rear tires

Common Attachments and Implements

The 1937 John Deere A was compatible with a wide variety of attachments and implements, which

expanded its functionality. Some common attachments included:

1. Plows: Moldboard and disk plows were frequently used to prepare fields for planting.

2. Cultivators: These were essential for weed control during the growing season.

3. Harvesters: The tractor could be fitted with various harvesting equipment to aid in crop collection.

4. Seeders: Planters and seed drills helped farmers efficiently sow seeds across large areas.



The Importance of the 1937 John Deere A Manual

The 1937 John Deere A Manual serves as an invaluable guide for owners and restorers. It includes

detailed information on:

- Operation Instructions: Clear guidelines on how to operate the tractor safely and effectively.

- Maintenance Procedures: Step-by-step instructions for regular maintenance tasks such as oil

changes, greasing, and tire adjustments.

- Troubleshooting Tips: Common problems and their solutions, helping owners diagnose issues

quickly.

- Parts Lists: Information on replacement parts, including part numbers, which is essential for sourcing

components during restorations.

Key Sections of the Manual

The manual is typically organized into several key sections for ease of use:

1. Introduction: Overview of the tractor’s capabilities and unique features.

2. Specifications: Detailed specifications similar to those outlined above.

3. Operating Instructions: Guidelines for starting, operating, and stopping the tractor.

4. Maintenance and Repair: Detailed procedures for maintaining the tractor's engine, transmission, and

other systems.

5. Wiring Diagrams: Visual aids to assist in understanding the electrical system.

6. Troubleshooting: Common issues and their resolutions, providing quick help to users.

Maintenance Tips for the 1937 John Deere A

Proper maintenance is crucial for ensuring the longevity and performance of the 1937 John Deere A.



Here are some essential maintenance tips:

- Regular Oil Changes: Change the engine oil every 50 hours of operation to keep the engine

lubricated and running smoothly.

- Check and Replace Air Filters: A clean air filter is vital for optimal engine performance. Check it

regularly and replace it as needed.

- Inspect the Fuel System: Regularly check for leaks and ensure that all fuel lines are clear and

functioning.

- Tire Maintenance: Keep tires properly inflated and inspect them for wear to ensure stability during

operation.

- Lubrication: Regularly grease all moving parts, especially the joints and bearings, to prevent wear

and tear.

Community and Resources for John Deere A Owners

There is a vibrant community of collectors, restorers, and enthusiasts dedicated to the John Deere

Model A. Engaging with this community can provide valuable resources, support, and friendship. Here

are some ways to connect:

- Online Forums: Websites and forums dedicated to vintage tractors often have sections specifically for

John Deere enthusiasts.

- Local Clubs: Many regions have local tractor clubs where members gather to share knowledge,

attend shows, and participate in tractor pulls.

- Restoration Workshops: Workshops and classes focused on vintage tractor restoration can provide

hands-on experience and expert advice.

Collecting Parts and Accessories

Finding original or compatible parts for the 1937 John Deere A can be a challenge, but several



resources can help:

1. John Deere Dealerships: Authorized dealers often carry parts for older models or can order them for

you.

2. Online Marketplaces: Websites like eBay or specialized tractor parts websites can be excellent

sources for finding rare components.

3. Swap Meets and Shows: Attending tractor shows and swap meets can provide opportunities to buy

parts directly from other collectors.

Conclusion

The 1937 John Deere A Manual is more than just an instruction guide; it is a key to unlocking the full

potential of a classic piece of agricultural machinery. Understanding its historical context,

specifications, and maintenance needs can enhance ownership experience and contribute to the

preservation of agricultural history. By engaging with a community of enthusiasts and utilizing available

resources, owners can ensure that their 1937 John Deere A remains a reliable and cherished tool for

generations to come. Whether for work or restoration, the Model A continues to hold a special place in

the hearts of many, embodying the spirit of American innovation in agriculture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the 1937 John Deere A manual?

The 1937 John Deere A manual is significant as it provides detailed operational and maintenance

information for one of John Deere's most iconic tractors, helping owners maintain and operate their

equipment effectively.



Where can I find a digital copy of the 1937 John Deere A manual?

Digital copies of the 1937 John Deere A manual can often be found on agricultural equipment

websites, forums, or dedicated John Deere collector sites that offer scanned manuals.

What are the key maintenance tips provided in the 1937 John Deere

A manual?

Key maintenance tips in the manual include regular oil changes, checking the spark plugs, maintaining

proper tire pressure, and ensuring the fuel system is clean and functioning.

Does the 1937 John Deere A manual include troubleshooting advice?

Yes, the 1937 John Deere A manual includes troubleshooting advice for common issues such as

starting problems, engine performance, and mechanical failures.

Is the 1937 John Deere A still commonly used in farming today?

While the 1937 John Deere A is considered a vintage tractor, some enthusiasts and collectors still use

it for small farming operations and vintage tractor shows.

What engine specifications are detailed in the 1937 John Deere A

manual?

The manual details the specifications of the John Deere A's engine, including displacement,

horsepower, fuel type, and recommended operating temperatures.

Can I find parts for the 1937 John Deere A through the manual?

The manual often includes part numbers and diagrams which can help in locating replacement parts

for the 1937 John Deere A through various suppliers or online stores.



Was the 1937 John Deere A manual originally printed or available

online?

The original 1937 John Deere A manual was printed and distributed to tractor owners; however, many

copies have since been digitized and are available online.

What safety precautions are highlighted in the 1937 John Deere A

manual?

Safety precautions in the manual include recommendations for proper operator training, wearing

protective gear, and ensuring the tractor is in good working order before operation.

How can I get a physical copy of the 1937 John Deere A manual?

You can obtain a physical copy of the manual through antique tractor shows, online auction sites, or

by contacting John Deere dealers who may have reprints available.
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