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The 1942 WC56 Dodge Command Car is an iconic piece of military history, particularly celebrated

among collectors and enthusiasts of World War II vehicles. As part of the WC series produced by

Dodge during the war, the WC56 was designed to serve various roles, primarily as a command and

reconnaissance vehicle for military forces. This article will explore the specifications, history,

operational significance, and current status of the 1942 WC56 Dodge Command Car within the context

of military vehicle collecting, with a specific focus on its presence in platforms like Milweb.

Historical Background

During World War II, the United States faced an urgent need for versatile military vehicles that could

perform a range of functions on the battlefield. Dodge responded to this requirement by creating the

WC series, a family of vehicles that included command cars, trucks, and ambulances. The WC56 was

one of the most recognized models in this series, known for its robust construction and utilitarian

design.

Introduction of the WC Series

- WC Series Launch: The series began production in 1940, with various models designed for different

military needs.

- Versatility: The WC series included command cars, weapons carriers, and ambulances, showcasing

Dodge's commitment to providing multi-functional vehicles.



- Production Numbers: It is estimated that over 100,000 units of the WC series were produced during

the war, contributing significantly to the U.S. military's logistical capabilities.

Design and Specifications

The WC56 Dodge Command Car was built to be durable and capable of traversing rough terrain.

Below are some of its key features and specifications:

- Engine: The WC56 was equipped with a 3.7-liter (230 cubic inch) inline six-cylinder engine, providing

adequate power for its size.

- Transmission: It featured a 4-speed manual transmission, allowing for better handling in various

driving conditions.

- Dimensions: The vehicle had a length of approximately 4.6 meters (15 feet), a width of 2.0 meters

(6.6 feet), and a height of around 1.8 meters (5.9 feet).

- Weight: The curb weight of the WC56 was approximately 2,500 kg (5,500 lbs), making it substantial

yet manageable.

- Seating Capacity: The command car could comfortably seat up to seven personnel, including the

driver, making it ideal for small command units.

Operational Role

The primary function of the 1942 WC56 Dodge Command Car was to serve as a mobile command

post for military leaders. Its design allowed for flexibility in various operational scenarios.

Key Functions

1. Command and Control: The vehicle provided a mobile platform for commanders to oversee



operations, ensuring they remained close to the front lines.

2. Reconnaissance: The WC56 was often used for scouting missions, allowing officers to gather

intelligence on enemy positions and movements.

3. Transport: In addition to its command capabilities, the vehicle transported troops and equipment,

enhancing mobility across different terrains.

Service History

The WC56 saw extensive service throughout World War II, participating in major campaigns in Europe

and the Pacific. Its rugged design allowed it to withstand the rigors of warfare, and it quickly became a

staple in the U.S. Army.

- European Theatre: Commanders utilized the WC56 during critical operations, including D-Day and

the Battle of the Bulge.

- Pacific Theatre: Its versatility also made it valuable in the jungles and islands of the Pacific, where

maneuverability was crucial.

Post-War Use and Legacy

After the war, many WC56 vehicles were retired or repurposed for civilian use. Some were sold as

surplus, while others found new life in various capacities.

Restoration and Collectibility

Today, the 1942 WC56 Dodge Command Car is highly sought after among collectors and military

vehicle enthusiasts. Its historical significance, coupled with its distinctive design, makes it a prized

possession for those interested in World War II memorabilia.



- Restoration Projects: Many enthusiasts undertake restoration projects to bring these vehicles back to

their original condition, often participating in shows and parades.

- Collecting: The demand for the WC56 has led to a growing market, with prices varying based on

condition, rarity, and authenticity of parts.

Milweb and the WC56 Community

Milweb is a prominent online marketplace and community for military vehicle enthusiasts, offering a

platform for buying, selling, and discussing military vehicles, including the WC56 Dodge Command

Car.

Features of Milweb

1. Marketplace: Milweb hosts listings for various military vehicles, parts, and accessories, making it

easier for collectors to find specific items.

2. Community Forum: Enthusiasts can connect with one another, sharing restoration tips, historical

insights, and personal experiences with their vehicles.

3. Events and Shows: Milweb often features information on upcoming military vehicle shows, rallies,

and events where collectors can meet and showcase their vehicles.

Finding a WC56 on Milweb

- Search Options: Users can search for the WC56 by using filters such as location, price range, and

condition.

- Seller Profiles: Each listing includes details about the seller, allowing buyers to assess credibility and

communicate directly for inquiries.

- Historical Documentation: Many listings feature historical documentation or provenance, adding value



and interest to potential buyers.

Conclusion

The 1942 WC56 Dodge Command Car is more than just a military vehicle; it represents a significant

chapter in military history and continues to capture the hearts of collectors and enthusiasts today. Its

robust design, versatility, and operational significance during World War II underscore its importance

within the military vehicle community. Platforms like Milweb serve as vital resources for those looking

to preserve, restore, and celebrate this remarkable piece of automotive and military heritage. Whether

you are a seasoned collector or a newcomer to the world of military vehicles, the WC56 is sure to

leave a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of the 1942 WC56 Dodge

Command Car?

The 1942 WC56 Dodge Command Car was a key vehicle used by the United States military during

World War II, serving as a mobile command post that provided communication and logistical support to

troops on the battlefield.

What are the main features of the 1942 WC56 Dodge Command Car?

The 1942 WC56 Dodge Command Car features a 3/4 ton payload capacity, 4x4 drivetrain, a powerful

flathead six-cylinder engine, and seating for up to seven personnel, making it versatile for both

command and transport roles.



How does the WC56 compare to other military vehicles of its time?

The WC56 Dodge Command Car is often compared to vehicles like the Jeep and the GMC CCKW;

while the Jeep was more suited for reconnaissance and light transport, the WC56 provided greater

capacity and served more specialized command functions.

What is the current market value of a restored 1942 WC56 Dodge

Command Car?

The market value of a restored 1942 WC56 Dodge Command Car can vary significantly, typically

ranging from $20,000 to $40,000, depending on the vehicle's condition, restoration quality, and

provenance.

Where can I find parts or information about the 1942 WC56 Dodge

Command Car?

Parts and information about the 1942 WC56 Dodge Command Car can often be found on military

vehicle enthusiast websites like Milweb, as well as through specialized forums and restoration clubs

dedicated to vintage military vehicles.

Is the 1942 WC56 Dodge Command Car commonly used in military

vehicle shows?

Yes, the 1942 WC56 Dodge Command Car is a popular exhibit at military vehicle shows and

reenactments due to its historical importance and distinctive design, attracting collectors and history

enthusiasts alike.

What modifications are commonly made to the 1942 WC56 for

modern use?

Common modifications to the 1942 WC56 Dodge Command Car for modern use include upgrading the

electrical system, adding safety features like seat belts, and enhancing the engine for better



performance while retaining its historical appearance.
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