
1955 chevy ignition switch wiring diagram
1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring diagram is an essential component for any car enthusiast or
mechanic working on classic Chevy models. The ignition switch is a key part of the electrical system
that allows the vehicle to start and operate. Understanding the wiring diagram for the 1955 Chevy
can help in diagnosing electrical issues, upgrading components, or restoring the vehicle to its
original condition. This article will provide an in-depth look at the ignition switch wiring for the 1955
Chevy, including its components, wiring configurations, troubleshooting tips, and more.

Understanding the Ignition System

The ignition system in a vehicle is responsible for igniting the fuel-air mixture in the engine's
cylinders. In the 1955 Chevrolet, the ignition switch plays a crucial role in energizing this system.
Here are the main components involved:

Main Components
1. Ignition Switch: The device that turns the electrical circuit on or off, allowing the engine to start.
2. Starter Solenoid: Engages the starter motor when the ignition switch is turned to the "Start"
position.
3. Battery: Provides the electrical power needed to start the engine and run the electrical systems.
4. Ignition Coil: Converts low voltage from the battery to high voltage required to create a spark.
5. Distributor: Distributes the high voltage from the ignition coil to the correct cylinder.

Wiring Diagram Overview

The wiring diagram for the 1955 Chevy ignition switch typically consists of several wires connected
to different components. Understanding this diagram is essential for proper installation and
troubleshooting. Below is a simplified overview of the wiring diagram.

Wiring Connections

The ignition switch in a 1955 Chevy has several terminals, each serving a specific purpose. The most
common terminals are:

- Terminal 1 (Battery): Connects to the positive terminal of the battery.
- Terminal 2 (Ignition): Supplies power to the ignition coil.
- Terminal 3 (Starter): Connects to the starter solenoid.
- Terminal 4 (Accessory): Powers the electrical accessories when the key is turned to the "Acc"
position.



Typical Wiring Colors

The wiring colors can help identify the connections easily. Here is a list of common wire colors
associated with the ignition switch:

- Red: Battery positive
- Brown: Ignition power
- Yellow: Starter solenoid
- Pink: Accessory power

Wiring Steps for Installation

To install or replace the ignition switch in a 1955 Chevy, follow these steps:

Tools Required
- Screwdrivers (flathead and Phillips)
- Wire cutters/strippers
- Pliers
- Soldering iron (optional)
- Electrical tape
- Multimeter (for testing)

Step-by-Step Installation
1. Disconnect the Battery: Always start by disconnecting the negative terminal of the battery to
prevent any electrical shock or short circuits.
2. Remove the Old Ignition Switch: Unscrew the ignition switch from the dashboard and disconnect
the wiring harness.
3. Identify and Label Wires: Before disconnecting, label each wire according to its terminal to
simplify reconnection.
4. Connect the New Ignition Switch:
- Connect the red wire to Terminal 1 (Battery).
- Connect the brown wire to Terminal 2 (Ignition).
- Connect the yellow wire to Terminal 3 (Starter).
- Connect the pink wire to Terminal 4 (Accessory).
5. Secure the Ignition Switch: Once all wires are connected, secure the ignition switch back into the
dashboard.
6. Reconnect the Battery: Reconnect the negative terminal of the battery.
7. Test the Ignition Switch: Turn the key to check if the vehicle starts and all accessories work
properly.



Troubleshooting Common Problems

If you experience issues with the ignition switch or starting the vehicle, several common problems
may arise. Here are some troubleshooting tips:

Symptoms of a Faulty Ignition Switch
- Car does not start when the key is turned.
- Accessories do not power up.
- Flickering lights when turning the key.
- The engine starts but dies immediately.

Troubleshooting Steps
1. Check the Battery: Ensure the battery is charged and the connections are secure.
2. Inspect Wiring Connections: Look for any loose or corroded connections, especially at the ignition
switch and battery.
3. Test the Ignition Switch: Use a multimeter to check for continuity in the ignition switch. If it fails,
consider replacing it.
4. Examine the Starter Solenoid: If the ignition switch is functioning but the engine does not crank,
test the starter solenoid.
5. Look for Ground Issues: Ensure that the ground connections are secure and free of corrosion.

Upgrading the Ignition System

Many enthusiasts choose to upgrade their ignition systems for better performance and reliability.
Here are some popular upgrade options:

High-Performance Ignition Coil
- Upgrading to a high-performance ignition coil can provide a more powerful spark, improving
engine performance and efficiency.

Electronic Ignition Conversion
- Converting from points to an electronic ignition system can reduce maintenance and improve
reliability. This upgrade usually includes a new ignition module and distributor.

Wiring Harness Upgrade
- A new wiring harness can reduce voltage drop and improve the overall electrical performance of
the vehicle.



Conclusion

The 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring diagram is a fundamental resource for anyone working on
this classic vehicle. Understanding the components, wiring connections, and troubleshooting
techniques is crucial for maintaining and restoring the vehicle to its original glory. Whether you are
a seasoned mechanic or a novice enthusiast, having a good grasp of the ignition system will ensure
that your 1955 Chevy runs smoothly and reliably. Remember to follow proper safety procedures
when working with electrical systems and consult a professional if you encounter complex issues.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the ignition switch in a 1955 Chevy?
The ignition switch in a 1955 Chevy controls the electrical power to the ignition system, allowing the
engine to start and run.

Where can I find a wiring diagram for the 1955 Chevy ignition
switch?
Wiring diagrams for the 1955 Chevy ignition switch can be found in service manuals, online
automotive forums, and classic car restoration websites.

What are the main components involved in the ignition switch
wiring of a 1955 Chevy?
The main components include the ignition switch itself, the battery, the starter solenoid, and the
ignition coil.

How can I troubleshoot ignition switch wiring issues in a 1955
Chevy?
To troubleshoot, check for continuity in the wires, inspect the ignition switch for faults, and verify
connections to the battery and ignition coil.

What color wires are typically used in the ignition switch
wiring of a 1955 Chevy?
Common wire colors include red for battery power, yellow for the starter, and brown for the ignition
circuit, but it can vary by vehicle.

Is it difficult to replace the ignition switch in a 1955 Chevy?
Replacing the ignition switch in a 1955 Chevy is relatively straightforward, but it requires basic
automotive electrical knowledge and tools.



Can I use a modern ignition switch with my 1955 Chevy?
Yes, you can use a modern ignition switch, but you may need to adapt the wiring and ensure
compatibility with the original electrical system.

What tools do I need to work on the ignition switch wiring of a
1955 Chevy?
You will need basic tools such as a multimeter, wire strippers, crimping tools, and a screwdriver set
to work on the ignition switch wiring.

Are there any common problems with the ignition switch
wiring in a 1955 Chevy?
Common problems include corroded connections, broken wires, and faulty ignition switches that can
prevent the vehicle from starting.
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