1ST CAVALRY DIVISION HISTORY

1sT CAVALRY DIVISION HISTORY IS A RICH TAPESTRY OF VALOR, RESILIENCE, AND TRANSFORMATION THAT SPANS OVER A
CENTURY. ESTABLISHED IN 1921 , THE DIVISION HAS PLAYED PIVOTAL ROLES IN NUMEROUS CONFLICTS, ADAPTING TO THE EVER™
EVOLVING NATURE OF WARFARE. |TS STORIED PAST IS NOT ONLY A REFLECTION OF MILITARY STRATEGY BUT ALSO AN
EMBODIMENT OF THE SPIRIT AND TENACITY OF AMERICAN SOLDIERS. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE SIGNIFICANT PHASES OF THE
1sT CAVALRY DiVISION'S HISTORY, HIGHLIGHTING ITS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE U.S. ARMY AND THE NATION.

THE ORIGINS OF THE 1ST CAVALRY DivISION

THe 1sT CAVALRY DIVISION WAS OFFICIALLY ACTIVATED ONJULY 1, 1921, AT FORT BLISS, TEXAS. IT WAS BORN OUT OF
THE NECESSITY FOR A MOBILE AND VERSATILE FIGHTING FORCE, REFLECTING THE CHANGING DYNAMICS OF WARFARE IN THE POST-
W oRrLD W AR | ERA.

EARLY YEARS AND ORGANIZATION

- FORMATION: THE DIVISION WAS INITIALLY COMPOSED OF THREE CAVALRY BRIGADES, WHICH INCLUDED:
- 1sT BRIGADE
- 2ND BRIGADE
- 3rD BRIGADE

- RoLE AND TRAINING: THE FOCUS DURING THESE EARLY YEARS WAS ON TRAINING AND DEVELOPING CAVALRY TACTICS,
EMPHASIZING MOUNTED W ARFARE AND RECONNAISSANCE.

- SYMBOLISM: THE DIVISION ADOPTED THE ICONIC “FIRST TEAM” MOTTO, SYMBOLIZING ITS STATUS AS THE FIRST OF ITS KIND

IN THE U.S. ARMY. THE DISTINCTIVE YELLOW AND BLACK COLORS OF THE DIVISION’S INSIGNIA BECAME SYNONYMOUS WITH
EXCELLENCE AND PRIDE.

\WorLD WAR Il: A TeEST OF VALOR

THe 1sT CAVALRY DIVISION SAW ITS FIRST MAJOR COMBAT DURING W/ ORLD W/ AR Il, WHERE IT WAS DEPLOYED TO THE
PACIFIC THEATER. THE DIVISION UNDERWENT A SIGNIFICANT TRANSFORMATION FROM TRADITIONAL CAVALRY TACTICS TO MORE
MODERN W ARFARE TECHNIQUES.

Key CAMPAIGNS AND BATTLES

- New GUINEA CAMPAIGN (1943 ): THE DIVISION PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE LIBERATION OF NEW GUINEA, ENGAGING IN
FIERCE BATTLES IN THE JUNGLE TERRAIN.

- BATTLE of LeYTE (1944): THE DIVISION WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN THE LIBERATION OF THE PHILIPPINES, PARTICIPATING IN ONE
OF THE LARGEST AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULTS IN THE PACIFIC.

- BATTLE oF MINDANAO (1945): THe 1sT CAVALRY DIVISION CONTINUED ITS OPERATIONS IN THE PHILIPPINES, FACING TOUGH
RESISTANCE FROM JAPANESE FORCES.



NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS

- THe 1sT CAVALRY DIVISION WAS THE FIRST AMERICAN GROUND UNIT TO REACH MANILA IN 1945, MARKING A SIGNIFICANT
ACCOMPLISHMENT IN THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST JAPANESE FORCES.

- THE DIVISION EARNED NUMEROUS AWARDS AND DECORATIONS, INCLUDING THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION FOR ITS BRAVERY
AND PERFORMANCE DURING THE WAR.

THe CoLb W AR ERA: TRANSFORMATION AND ADAPTATION

FoLLowING WoRrLD W AR II, THE 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION UNDERWENT SIGNIFICANT CHANGES TO ADAPT TO THE
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS IN WARFARE AND THE ONSET OF THE CoLD W AR.

REORGANIZATION AND MECHANIZATION

- REACTIVATION: THE DIVISION WAS REACTIVATED IN 1950 AND BEGAN TRANSITIONING FROM HORSE-MOUNTED CAVALRY TO A
MORE MECHANIZED FORCE.

- Use oF ARMORED VEHICLES: THE INCORPORATION OF TANKS AND ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIERS MARKED A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT
IN TACTICS, ENABLING RAPID MOVEMENT AND INCREASED FIREPOWER.

- RoLE IN KOREA: THE DIVISION WAS DEPLOYED TO KOREA DURING THE KOREAN W/ AR, WHERE IT PARTICIPATED IN NUMEROUS
ENGAGEMENTS, INCLUDING THE BATTLE OF PUSAN PERIMETER AND THE INCHON L ANDING.

SIGNIFICANT CoLb W AR DEPLOYMENTS

- VIETNAM WAR (1965-1972): THe 1sT CAVALRY DIVISION WAS ONE OF THE FIRST MAJOR U.S. FORCES DEPLOYED TO
VIETNAM, USING ITS NEWLY MECHANIZED CAPABILITIES TO CONDUCT AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS, WHICH REVOLUTIONIZED TROOP
DEPLOYMENT.

- OPERATION LIBERTY CANYON: THE DIVISION'S AIR CAVALRY UNITS CONDUCTED EXTENSIVE HELICOPTER ASSAULTS,

PROVIDING CRUCIAL SUPPORT IN VARIOUS BATTLES, INCLUDING THE FAMOUS BATTLE OF |A DRANG, WHICH WAS DEPICTED IN THE
BOOK AND FILM “W/E WERE SoLDIERS.”

PosT-CoLb W AR AND MODERN OPERATIONS

AS THE WORLD ENTERED A NEW ERA, THE 1sT CAVALRY DIVISION CONTINUED TO EVOLVE, PARTICIPATING IN VARIOUS
CONFLICTS AND PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS.

THE GULF W AR

- OPERATION DESERT SHIELD AND DESERT STOrRM (1990-199 1): THE DIVISION PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE
LIBERATION OF KUWAIT, DEMONSTRATING ITS RAPID DEPLOYMENT CAPABILITIES AND EFFECTIVENESS IN COMBINED ARMS
OPERATIONS.

- TACTICAL INNOVATIONS: THE DIVISION UTILIZED ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY, INCLUDING PRECISION-GUIDED MUNITIONS, TO
ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN COMBAT.



GLoBAL W AR ON TERROR

PosT-9/11, THe 15T CAVALRY DIVISION WAS DEPLOYED TO IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN, ENGAGING IN COUNTER-INSURGENCY
OPERATIONS.

- OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM: THE DIVISION WAS PIVOTAL IN THE INITIAL INVASION OF IRAQ IN 2003, PROVIDING SECURITY
AND STABILITY IN KEY AREAS.

- MULTI-NATIONAL ForcE IRAQ: THE 15T CAVALRY DIVISION TOOK PART IN VARIOUS OPERATIONS AIMED AT TRAINING [RAQI
SECURITY FORCES AND REBUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE.

LeEGACY AND CONTINUING IMPACT

THE LEGACY OF THE 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION HISTORY IS MARKED BY ADAPTABILITY AND A COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE. OVER
THE YEARS, THE DIVISION HAS UNDERGONE NUMEROUS TRANSFORMATIONS, CONSISTENTLY DEMONSTRATING ITS ABILITY TO MEET
THE CHALLENGES OF MODERN \W ARFARE.

HoNORrRS AND RECOGNITION

- THE DIVISION HAS RECEIVED NUMEROUS HONORS, INCLUDING:
- PresIDENTIAL UNIT CITATIONS
- VALoroOUS UNIT AWARDS

- MeMoRrIALS AND COMMEMORATIONS: THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION ARE COMMEMORATED THROUGH
MONUMENTS, MUSEUMS, AND ANNUAL REUNIONS, HONORING THE SACRIFICES OF ITS SOLDIERS.

MoDErN RoLE AND FUTURE CHALLENGES

TODAY, THE 15T CAVALRY DIVISION REMAINS AN ACTIVE COMPONENT OF THE U.S. ARMY, CONTINUING TO ADAPT TO NEW
TECHNOLOGIES AND EVOLVING MILITARY STRATEGIES.

- CURRENT DEPLOYMENTS: THE DIVISION IS INVOLVED IN VARIOUS GLOBAL MISSIONS, CONTRIBUTING TO PEACEKEEPING,
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE, AND COMBAT OPERATIONS.

- Focus oN ReADINESS: EMPHASIZING TRAINING AND PREPARATION FOR MULTI-DOMAIN OPERATIONS, THE DIVISION AIMS TO
MAINTAIN ITS STATUS AS ONE OF THE PREMIER FIGHTING FORCES IN THE U.S. ARMY.

CoNCLUSION

THE HISTORY OF THE 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION IS A TESTAMENT TO THE COURAGE AND DEDICATION OF ITS SOLDIERS, WHO HAVE
FACED NUMEROUS CHALLENGES ACROSS THE GLOBE. FROM ITS ORIGINS AS A HORSE-MOUNTED FORCE TO ITS CURRENT ROLE AS A
MODERN MECHANIZED DIVISION, THE 1sT CAVALRY HAS CONSISTENTLY DEMONSTRATED ITS ABILITY TO ADAPT AND THRIVE IN
THE FACE OF ADVERSITY. AS THE DIVISION MOVES FORWARD, IT WILL CONTINUE TO EMBODY THE VALUES OF HONOR, LOYALTY,
AND BRAVERY THAT HAVE DEFINED ITS LEGACY FOR OVER A CENTURY. THE 15T CAVALRY DIVISION STANDS AS A PROUD
SYMBOL OF AMERICAN MILITARY EXCELLENCE AND A CRUCIAL COMPONENT OF THE U.S. ARMY’S FUTURE ENDEAVORS.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT YEAR WAS THE 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION ESTABLISHED?

THe 1sT CAVALRY DIVISION WAS ESTABLISHED IN 192 1.

\W/HAT SIGNIFICANT CONFLICT DID THE 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION PARTICIPATE IN DURING
THE VIETNAM W AR?

THe 1sT CAVALRY DIVISION WAS HEAVILY INVOLVED IN THE BATTLE OF |A DRANG IN 1965, WHICH WAS ONE OF THE FIRST
MAJOR BATTLES BETWEEN U.S. FORCES AND THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY.

\WHAT IS THE NICKNAME OF THE 1ST CAVALRY DivISION?

THe 1sT CAVALRY DIVISION IS KNOWN AS THE ‘FIRST TEAM.

How pib THE 1sT CAVALRY DIVISION ADAPT TO MODERN WARFARE IN THE EARLY
2 1ST CENTURY?

THE 1sT CAVALRY DIVISION ADAPTED TO MODERN \WARFARE BY TRANSITIONING FROM TRADITIONAL HORSE CAVALRY TO
ARMORED AND AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS, INCORPORATING HELICOPTERS AND ADVANCED ARMORED VEHICLES.

\WHAT ROLE DID THE 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION PLAY DURING OPERATION |IRAQI
FreepoM?

DURrING OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM, THE 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION PLAYED A PROMINENT ROLE IN THE INITIAL INVASION OF IRAQ
IN 2003 AND LATER IN STABILIZATION AND RECONSTRUCTION EFFORTS.
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