
223 556 headstamp guide
223 556 headstamp guide provides a detailed overview of the markings found on 223 Remington
and 5.56 NATO cartridge cases. Understanding these headstamps is crucial for ammunition
collectors, shooters, and professionals who need to identify the origin, manufacturer, and
specifications of the cartridges. This guide covers the history, common manufacturers, and decoding
techniques for headstamps on 223 and 556 rounds. Additionally, it discusses the differences
between 223 Remington and 5.56 NATO, which are often confused due to their similar dimensions
but distinct pressure and performance characteristics. Whether examining surplus military ammo or
commercial loads, this article will clarify the meaning behind the alphanumeric codes and symbols
stamped on the cartridge bases. The following sections will explore headstamp identification,
manufacturer codes, military markings, and tips for safely handling these cartridges.
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Understanding 223 and 556 Ammunition
The 223 Remington and 5.56x45mm NATO cartridges are two of the most popular rifle rounds
worldwide. They share similar external dimensions but differ in chamber pressure and intended
applications. The 223 Remington is primarily a civilian cartridge designed for hunting and target
shooting, while the 5.56 NATO was developed for military use with higher pressure specifications
and often thicker case walls. Recognizing the headstamp on these cartridges can help determine the
exact type, manufacturing origin, and compatibility with specific firearms.

History and Development
The 223 Remington was introduced in the 1960s as a civilian adaptation of the military 5.56x45mm
round. The 5.56 NATO variant was standardized by NATO countries for military rifles such as the
M16 and M4. Over time, both rounds have become interchangeable in many firearms, but the
distinctions remain important for safety and performance reasons. Headstamp markings evolved to
include factory codes, production years, and proof test indicators to ensure quality and traceability.

Technical Differences Between 223 and 556
While externally similar, 5.56 NATO ammunition is loaded to higher pressures than 223 Remington.



This difference affects chamber design and can impact firearm safety if the wrong ammunition is
used. The 5.56 NATO cartridge often features a thicker case and a longer leade in the barrel
chamber. Proper identification via headstamp markings and packaging is essential for shooters to
select compatible ammunition and avoid malfunctions or damage.

Common Headstamp Markings and Their Meanings
Headstamps on 223 and 556 cartridges provide essential information about the manufacturer,
caliber, and production date. These markings are typically stamped on the base of the cartridge case
and can vary widely based on country, manufacturer, and military specifications. Understanding
these codes helps identify the origin and characteristics of the ammunition.

Caliber Markings
The most obvious marking on a 223 or 556 cartridge headstamp is the caliber designation. Common
caliber stamps include:

"223 REM" or simply "223" denoting .223 Remington commercial rounds.

"5.56" or "5.56 NATO" indicating military NATO-spec ammunition.

"5.56x45" as a metric designation for 5.56 NATO rounds.

These markings can help distinguish between commercial and military cartridges at a glance.

Military and Government Codes
Military cartridges often include a two- or three-letter code representing the manufacturing plant or
contractor. For example, "LC" signifies Lake City Army Ammunition Plant in the United States, a
major producer of 5.56 NATO ammunition. Other codes may reflect foreign manufacturers or
contract numbers. These headstamps may also feature the last two digits of the year of manufacture,
providing a timestamp for the lot.

Lot Numbers and Date Codes
Many headstamps include numeric codes indicating the production lot or year. These numbers are
critical for tracing ammunition history and quality control. For instance, a headstamp reading "LC
20" would indicate Lake City production in 2020. Some manufacturers encode this information
differently, so familiarity with common coding systems is beneficial.



Decoding Manufacturer Codes and Dates
Identifying the manufacturer through headstamp codes is a key skill for ammunition collectors and
users. Each producer has unique markings that can denote the factory location, production year, and
sometimes specific lot numbers. Correctly interpreting these helps ensure the ammunition's
authenticity and expected performance.

U.S. Manufacturers
In the United States, several prominent manufacturers produce 223 and 556 ammunition with
identifiable headstamps:

LC – Lake City Army Ammunition Plant, primary military supplier.

FC – Federal Cartridge Company, commercial and military contracts.

NM – Norinco (Chinese manufacturer, often found on imported rounds).

PMC – Precision Made Cartridges, South Korean manufacturer.

These codes are generally accompanied by caliber designation and date codes.

International Manufacturers
International military and commercial 223/556 ammunition feature a variety of headstamp codes
indicating country of origin and producer. Examples include:

Geco – German manufacturer with distinct markings.

REPR – Czech Republic military ammunition.

S&B – Sellier & Bellot, Czech commercial rounds.

CCI – Cascade Cartridge Inc., American commercial ammunition.

Understanding these can assist in verifying ammo provenance and quality expectations.

Military vs Commercial Headstamps
Military and commercial 223 and 556 ammunition often feature distinctly different headstamps,
reflecting their intended use, specifications, and quality control processes. Recognizing these
differences is important for users to select appropriate ammunition for their firearms.



Military Headstamp Characteristics
Military headstamps typically include:

Manufacturer code (e.g., "LC" for Lake City).

Year of manufacture in two-digit format.

Caliber or cartridge designation (e.g., "5.56").

Proof or lot numbers for quality control.

Military rounds are often loaded to higher pressures and utilize different powder charges compared
to commercial equivalents.

Commercial Headstamp Traits
Commercial ammunition usually features more detailed branding, including:

Full manufacturer name or logo.

Caliber marked as ".223 Remington" or "223 REM".

Batch or lot numbers for traceability.

Additional information such as bullet weight or type.

These rounds are designed for civilian firearms and may have lower pressures than military 5.56
NATO rounds.

Safety Considerations When Using 223 and 556
Ammunition
Understanding headstamp markings is not only useful for identification but also essential for firearm
safety. Using the wrong type of ammunition can lead to dangerous malfunctions or damage. This
section highlights important safety points related to 223 and 556 ammunition.

Compatibility and Chamber Pressure
5.56 NATO ammunition operates at higher pressures than 223 Remington. Firing 5.56 NATO rounds
in a rifle chambered only for 223 Remington can cause excessive wear or catastrophic failure.
Conversely, 223 Remington rounds can be safely fired in 5.56 NATO chambers but may not perform
optimally. Headstamp identification helps verify the intended cartridge type and pressure level.



Verifying Ammo Authenticity
Counterfeit or reloaded ammunition may feature incorrect or altered headstamps, posing safety
risks. Inspecting the headstamp for consistency, manufacturer codes, and date stamps can help
detect suspicious rounds. Always source ammunition from reputable suppliers and confirm
headstamp details align with known legitimate markings.

Storage and Handling
Proper storage of 223 and 556 cartridges is vital to maintain integrity and performance. Headstamp
information can assist in rotating stock by date and identifying older or surplus ammunition that may
require inspection before use. Avoid mixing different types or brands without verifying compatibility
through headstamp codes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the headstamp '223 556' signify on a cartridge
case?
The headstamp '223 556' indicates that the cartridge case is designed to chamber both .223
Remington and 5.56x45mm NATO rounds, which are very similar in dimensions but have different
pressure specifications.

Are .223 and 5.56 cartridges interchangeable when the
headstamp reads '223 556'?
Cartridges marked '223 556' are often intended to be compatible with firearms chambered for either
.223 Remington or 5.56 NATO, but it is important to verify the firearm's specifications as 5.56 NATO
rounds typically operate at higher pressures.

How can I identify a genuine '223 556' headstamp from
counterfeits?
A genuine '223 556' headstamp is typically clean, well-aligned, and uniformly stamped on the
cartridge base. Counterfeits may have irregular fonts, uneven spacing, or poor stamping quality.
Always purchase ammunition from reputable sources.

Does the '223 556' headstamp indicate military or civilian
ammunition?
The '223 556' headstamp can appear on both civilian and military ammunition. However, 5.56 NATO
is primarily a military specification, so cartridges with this marking may be loaded to military
standards or pressures.



What materials are commonly used in cartridges marked with
the '223 556' headstamp?
Cartridges with the '223 556' headstamp typically have brass cases, but can also come in steel or
aluminum variants depending on manufacturer and intended use. Bullet types vary from full metal
jacket to hollow point.

Is it safe to reload cartridges with the '223 556' headstamp?
Reloading cartridges with the '223 556' headstamp is possible but requires careful attention to
pressure levels and component selection. Because 5.56 NATO operates at higher pressures than
.223 Remington, reloaders must ensure their loads are safe for their specific firearm.

How does the '223 556' headstamp help in identifying
ammunition compatibility?
The '223 556' headstamp helps users quickly identify that the ammunition is suitable for firearms
chambered in either .223 Remington or 5.56 NATO, aiding in compatibility decisions and ensuring
proper and safe use of the ammunition.

Additional Resources
1. The Ultimate 223 Remington Headstamp Guide
This comprehensive guide covers the intricate details of 223 Remington cartridges, focusing on
headstamp identification. It provides collectors and shooters with detailed images and descriptions
of various manufacturers and production eras. The book also includes tips on recognizing counterfeit
headstamps and understanding the historical context behind different markings.

2. Headstamp Identification for Small Caliber Ammunition
A valuable resource for ammunition enthusiasts, this book delves into the world of small caliber
cartridges, including the popular 223 Remington and 5.56 NATO rounds. It explains the significance
of headstamp codes, manufacturers’ symbols, and lot numbers. The guide is filled with clear
photographs and charts for easy reference.

3. 5.56 NATO and 223 Remington: A Headstamp Reference
Focused specifically on the 5.56 NATO and 223 Remington cartridges, this book is ideal for military
historians and ammunition collectors. It details the variations in headstamps used by different
countries and manufacturers over time. The author also discusses the interchangeability and
ballistic differences between these two popular calibers.

4. Collecting Ammunition: The 223 & 5.56 Series
This book is tailored for collectors interested in the 223 Remington and 5.56x45mm NATO
cartridges. It explores the history, manufacturing processes, and unique headstamp markings from
around the world. Readers will find guidance on proper storage, valuation, and identifying rare and
collectible rounds.

5. Ammo Markings Explained: A Guide to Headstamp Codes
Covering a broad spectrum of ammunition, this guide includes a detailed section on 223 Remington



and related calibers. It breaks down the meaning behind various headstamp codes, including factory
symbols, year of manufacture, and special military designations. The book is a must-have for anyone
serious about understanding ammo markings.

6. Ballistics and Headstamp Analysis of the 223 Cartridge
This technical manual combines ballistics science with headstamp identification, focusing on the 223
Remington cartridge. It explains how different manufacturers and production batches affect
performance and reliability. The book also includes case studies on headstamp variations
encountered in law enforcement and military use.

7. The History and Evolution of 223/5.56 Ammunition
Tracing the development of 223 Remington and 5.56 NATO rounds, this book highlights changes in
headstamp designs as part of the broader ammunition history. It provides insights into how
geopolitical factors influenced cartridge production and marking. The author includes numerous
photographs and timelines for easy understanding.

8. Guide to Military Ammunition Headstamps: Focus on 223/5.56
A specialized reference book for military collectors, this title focuses on headstamp variations found
in 223 and 5.56 NATO ammunition worldwide. It covers manufacturer codes, lot numbers, and
special issue markings used by different armed forces. The guide also offers advice on identifying
counterfeit military rounds.

9. Ammo Collector’s Handbook: 223 Remington and 5.56 NATO
Designed as a practical handbook for ammunition collectors, this book provides detailed descriptions
of headstamps on 223 and 5.56 cartridges. It includes tips on cataloging collections, spotting rare
variants, and understanding manufacturing nuances. The handbook is illustrated with high-quality
images to aid visual identification.
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