
2nd degree masonic questions and answers

2nd degree masonic questions and answers are essential for members advancing within the Masonic fraternity,
particularly those preparing to move from the Entered Apprentice to the Fellowcraft degree. This stage
involves a deeper understanding of Masonic symbols, rituals, and teachings that build upon the foundational
knowledge gained in the first degree. Mastering the 2nd degree masonic questions and answers not only
demonstrates a candidate’s commitment to Freemasonry but also ensures they grasp the moral lessons and
allegorical meanings that are central to this level. This article provides a comprehensive guide to the key
questions and answers commonly encountered during the Fellowcraft degree, along with explanations of their
significance. Additionally, the content explores the historical context, symbolism, and practical applications
of the 2nd degree teachings. Those studying these questions will find this resource valuable for both
examination preparation and deeper appreciation of Masonic philosophy. Below is an overview of the main topics
covered in this article to guide readers through the essential aspects of 2nd degree masonic questions and
answers.

Overview of the 2nd Degree in Freemasonry

Common 2nd Degree Masonic Questions and Answers

Symbolism and Meaning Behind the 2nd Degree

Preparation Tips for Mastering the 2nd Degree Questions

Frequently Asked Questions about the 2nd Degree

Overview of the 2nd Degree in Freemasonry

The 2nd degree in Freemasonry, known as the Fellowcraft degree, marks a significant progression in a Mason's
journey. This degree focuses on the intellectual and moral development of the candidate, emphasizing the
importance of knowledge, education, and ethical living. Unlike the Entered Apprentice degree, which introduces
the basic principles of Freemasonry, the Fellowcraft degree delves into the study of architecture and geometry
as allegories for building one’s character and understanding the universe.

The 2nd degree masonic questions and answers typically revolve around the lessons taught during the ritual,
including the significance of the working tools, the symbolism of the Middle Chamber, and the importance of the
liberal arts and sciences. This stage encourages candidates to reflect on their responsibilities within the lodge
and society, promoting growth in wisdom and virtue.

The Purpose and Importance of the Fellowcraft Degree

The Fellowcraft degree serves to bridge the foundational teachings of the Entered Apprentice and the more
advanced moral teachings of the Master Mason degree. It aims to inspire Masons to pursue knowledge and self-
improvement continually. The 2nd degree masonic questions and answers often test a candidate’s understanding
of the allegorical lessons designed to foster intellectual curiosity and ethical conduct.



Key Themes in the 2nd Degree

Several core themes define the Fellowcraft degree, including:

The pursuit of knowledge and education

The symbolism of architecture and building

The importance of the liberal arts and sciences

Strengthening moral character and fraternity bonds

These themes are integral to the questions and answers that candidates must learn and internalize as part of
their advancement.

Common 2nd Degree Masonic Questions and Answers

Understanding the typical 2nd degree masonic questions and answers is vital for candidates preparing for the
Fellowcraft examination. These questions cover ritualistic elements, symbolism, and Masonic philosophy
associated with the degree. Below are some of the most frequently asked questions along with their
authoritative answers.

Sample Questions and Answers

Q: What are the working tools of a Fellowcraft?1.

A: The working tools of a Fellowcraft are the square, level, and plumb rule. These tools symbolize
morality, equality, and rectitude of conduct.

Q: What is the significance of the Middle Chamber?2.

A: The Middle Chamber represents a place of higher learning and enlightenment where the Fellowcraft is
taught the liberal arts and sciences that lead to wisdom.

Q: What do the liberal arts and sciences include in the context of the Fellowcraft degree?3.

A: They traditionally include grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy,
which symbolize the comprehensive education a Mason should seek.

Q: What is the password of the Fellowcraft degree?4.

A: The password is "Tubal Cain," a biblical figure associated with metalworking and craftsmanship.

Q: What lesson does the plumb rule teach in the Fellowcraft degree?5.

A: The plumb rule teaches uprightness in conduct, encouraging Masons to live honest and just lives.



Additional Important Questions

Other questions may address the symbolism of the winding staircase, the role of the Fellowcraft within the
lodge, and the significance of the tracing board used during the degree. Candidates are encouraged to study
these questions thoroughly to demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the degree’s teachings.

Symbolism and Meaning Behind the 2nd Degree

The 2nd degree masonic questions and answers are deeply intertwined with rich symbolism that conveys moral
and philosophical lessons. The use of architectural metaphors, biblical references, and allegorical tools are
central to the Fellowcraft degree.

The Working Tools Explained

The square, level, and plumb rule each hold symbolic meaning beyond their literal use in masonry:

Square: Represents morality, instructing Masons to act justly and fairly.

Level: Symbolizes equality among all men, reminding Masons that all are equal in the eyes of the Grand
Architect.

Plumb Rule: Emphasizes uprightness, encouraging personal integrity and ethical behavior.

The Winding Staircase and the Liberal Arts

The winding staircase taken by the Fellowcraft is symbolic of the path of learning. It ascends through three
flights, each representing different stages of intellectual and moral development. The liberal arts and sciences
learned on this path help illuminate the Fellowcraft’s journey toward enlightenment and self-improvement.

The Middle Chamber’s Symbolic Role

The Middle Chamber represents a place of study and reflection. It is here that the Fellowcraft gains insight into
the deeper mysteries of Freemasonry, emphasizing the value of education and the cultivation of wisdom as
essential to the Masonic experience.

Preparation Tips for Mastering the 2nd Degree Questions

To successfully master the 2nd degree masonic questions and answers, candidates should adopt a disciplined
and structured study approach. Understanding the symbolism and philosophy behind the answers is as important
as memorizing the words.



Study Strategies

Thorough Reading: Review the ritual text and any official Masonic literature related to the
Fellowcraft degree.

Memorization Techniques: Use repetition and mnemonic devices to retain passwords, signs, and key phrases.

Symbolism Understanding: Reflect on the meanings behind the working tools and allegories rather than
rote learning.

Discussion and Mentorship: Engage with experienced Masons who can provide insights and clarify doubts.

Practice Recitation: Regularly practice answering questions aloud to build confidence and fluency.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Candidates should avoid focusing solely on memorization without understanding the lessons conveyed by the
degree. Misinterpretation of symbolism or neglecting the moral implications can hinder full appreciation and
effective communication of the teachings.

Frequently Asked Questions about the 2nd Degree

Several common inquiries arise regarding the 2nd degree masonic questions and answers. Addressing these FAQs
can help clarify typical concerns and enhance comprehension.

What is the main difference between the 1st and 2nd degrees?

The Entered Apprentice degree introduces the candidate to the basic principles and moral lessons of
Freemasonry, while the Fellowcraft degree expands on these by emphasizing intellectual development, the
pursuit of knowledge, and a deeper understanding of symbolism.

How long does it take to prepare for the 2nd degree examination?

Preparation time varies depending on the individual’s study habits and prior knowledge but typically ranges from
several weeks to a few months. Consistent study and engagement with lodge members can expedite learning.

Are the 2nd degree questions the same across all Masonic jurisdictions?

While many core questions and teachings remain consistent, some variations exist depending on regional
practices and specific lodge traditions. Candidates should study materials relevant to their jurisdiction.



Why is the password "Tubal Cain" significant?

"Tubal Cain" is a biblical figure known as a master metalworker, symbolizing craftsmanship and the art of
building, which parallels the Fellowcraft’s journey of personal construction and improvement.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the 2nd Degree in Freemasonry?

The 2nd Degree, known as the Fellow Craft Degree, represents the stage of a Mason's growth in knowledge and
understanding, focusing on education, moral lessons, and the importance of labor.

What are the key symbols introduced in the 2nd Degree of Freemasonry?

Key symbols include the square, level, and plumb, each representing morality, equality, and uprightness
respectively.

What is the main moral lesson taught in the Fellow Craft Degree?

The Fellow Craft Degree teaches the importance of education, self-improvement, and the pursuit of knowledge in
building a virtuous life.

What is the significance of the winding staircase in the 2nd Degree?

The winding staircase symbolizes the journey of learning and enlightenment, with seven steps representing the
liberal arts and sciences.

What question is asked to identify a Fellow Craft Mason?

One common question is, 'How do you know this to be a Fellow Craft Mason?' to which the answer involves
explaining certain signs, grips, or words specific to the degree.

What is the grip of a Fellow Craft Mason?

The grip of a Fellow Craft is a specific hand clasp used to recognize a Fellow Craft Mason, involving a
particular pressure and finger placement.

What is the working tool of the Fellow Craft Degree and its significance?

The working tools include the square, level, and plumb, which symbolize morality, equality, and uprightness in
conduct.

How does the 2nd Degree relate to the liberal arts and sciences?

The 2nd Degree emphasizes the study of the seven liberal arts and sciences as essential to personal growth and
understanding of the world.

What is the role of the Fellow Craft in a Masonic Lodge?

A Fellow Craft is expected to continue learning and contributing to the lodge, embodying the virtues of
knowledge and moral integrity.



What is the password of the 2nd Degree and its meaning?

The password of the Fellow Craft Degree is traditionally 'Jachin,' referring to one of the pillars of King
Solomon's Temple, symbolizing strength and establishment.

Additional Resources
1. 2nd Degree Masonic Questions and Answers: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the questions and answers commonly encountered in the 2nd degree
of Freemasonry. It is designed to help candidates and members alike understand the symbolism, rituals, and
teachings associated with this pivotal degree. The clear format makes it ideal for study and review.
Illustrations and explanations enhance comprehension for both beginners and experienced Masons.

2. The Fellow Craft Degree Explained: Q&A for Masonic Candidates
Focused specifically on the Fellow Craft or 2nd degree, this book breaks down the essential questions and
answers into manageable sections. It provides historical context and allegorical interpretations that deepen
the reader’s appreciation of the degree’s lessons. Perfect for those preparing for examination or seeking to
refresh their knowledge.

3. Masonic Rituals and Secrets: 2nd Degree Question Bank
This volume compiles a wide range of questions related to the 2nd degree rituals and their meanings. It serves
as a practical resource for lodges and individuals preparing for proficiency tests. The answers are detailed and
supported by references to Masonic writings and traditions.

4. Understanding the Fellow Craft: A Q&A Companion
Designed for both new initiates and seasoned Masons, this companion book addresses frequently asked questions
regarding the Fellow Craft degree. It clarifies the symbolic tools and moral lessons emphasized during the
degree. The accessible language ensures it can be used as a study aid or a refresher.

5. 2nd Degree Masonic Catechism: Questions, Answers, and Commentary
This catechism-style book presents the traditional questions and answers alongside thoughtful commentary
that explains their significance. It helps readers grasp the deeper philosophical ideas underlying the 2nd degree.
The format encourages memorization while fostering a richer understanding.

6. Secrets of the Fellow Craft: Questions and Answers Unveiled
Unveiling the mysteries of the 2nd degree, this book provides a thorough Q&A format that addresses common
inquiries and misconceptions. It also explores the symbolic architecture and teachings unique to the Fellow
Craft degree. Ideal for those who want a structured approach to learning.

7. The Fellow Craft Degree: A Question and Answer Study Guide
This study guide simplifies the complex rituals and symbols of the 2nd degree into straightforward questions
and answers. It includes quizzes and practice tests to help candidates prepare confidently for their proficiency.
The concise explanations support focused learning.

8. Masonic Fellow Craft Q&A: Unlocking the Second Degree
This publication focuses on unlocking the meaning behind the 2nd degree through a detailed question and answer
format. It highlights the moral and ethical lessons imparted during the degree, making it a valuable tool for
personal reflection. The book also references historical sources to enrich understanding.

9. Mastering the Fellow Craft: Essential 2nd Degree Questions and Answers
Mastery of the Fellow Craft degree is made accessible with this essential Q&A resource. It systematically
covers all key elements, from ritual work to symbolic interpretation, supporting both learning and teaching.
Its clear and concise approach makes it a popular choice among Masonic educators and candidates.
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