Q 11 ADDRESS TO THE NATION RHETORICAL ANALYSIS
QUESTIONS

9 17 ADDRESS TO THE NATION RHETORICAL ANALYSIS QUESTIONS PROVIDE A CRITICAL FRAMEWORK FOR EXAMINING THE
POWERFUL SPEECH DELIVERED BY PRESIDENT GEORGE W/. BUSH FOLLOWING THE TRAGIC EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001. THIS
SPEECH REMAINS ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ADDRESSES IN AMERICAN HISTORY, CRAFTED TO UNIFY THE NATION, EXPRESS
GRIEF, AND OUTLINE A PATH FORWARD. UNDERSTANDING THE RHETORICAL STRATEGIES EMPLOYED IN THE @ 11 ADDRESS TO THE
NATION INVOLVES DISSECTING ELEMENTS SUCH AS ETHOS, PATHOS, AND LOGOS, AS WELL AS ANALYZING TONE, DICTION, AND
DELIVERY METHODS. THIS ARTICLE OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE EXPLORATION OF KEY RHETORICAL ANALYSIS QUESTIONS THAT
ILLUMINATE HOW THE SPEECH RESONATED WITH ITS AUDIENCE AND SOLIDIFIED ITS LASTING IMPACT. READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHT
INTO THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, PERSUASIVE TECHNIQUES, AND EMOTIONAL APPEALS EMBEDDED WITHIN THE SPEECH. T HE
FOLLOWING SECTIONS BREAK DOWN ESSENTIAL ASPECTS OF RHETORICAL ANALYSIS RELATED TO THE 9 11 ADDRESS, AIDING IN
A DEEPER APPRECIATION OF ITS COMMUNICATIVE POWER.

HisToricAL CONTEXT OF THE 9 11 ADDRESS TO THE NATION

RHETORICAL STRATEGIES IN THE @ 11 ADDRESS

e EMOTIONAL APPEALS AND AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT
e L ANGUAGE AND T ONE IN THE SPEECH
® STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION OF THE ADDRESS

® |MPACT AND LEGACY oF THE 9 11 ADDRESS

HisToricAL CONTEXT oF THE 9 11 ADDRESS TO THE NATION

UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT IS ESSENTIAL WHEN ANALYZING THE RHETORICAL ELEMENTS OF THE 9 11 ADDRESS
TO THE NATION. DELIVERED ON THE EVENING OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001, PRESIDENT GEORGE W/. BUSH’S SPEECH CAME JUST
HOURS AFTER THE TERRORIST ATTACKS ON THE W/ ORLD TRADE CENTER AND THE PENTAGON. THIS UNPRECEDENTED EVENT
SHOCKED THE AMERICAN PUBLIC AND THE WORLD, CREATING A CLIMATE OF FEAR, UNCERTAINTY, AND GRIEF. THE SPEECH AIMED
TO ADDRESS A TRAUMATIZED NATION, REASSURE CITIZENS, AND COMMUNICATE THE GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSE. THE CONTEXT
SHAPED THE URGENCY AND TONE OF THE ADDRESS, MAKING IT A CRUCIAL FACTOR IN ANY RHETORICAL ANALYSIS.

SIGNIFICANCE OF TIMING AND AUDIENCE

THE TIMING OF THE SPEECH—MERE HOURS AFTER THE ATTACKS—HEIGHTENED ITS EMOTIONAL AND RHETORICAL IMPACT. THE
PRIMARY AUDIENCE WAS THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, BUT THE SPEECH ALSO REACHED GLOBAL LISTENERS. THE IMMEDIACY OF THE
ADDRESS MEANT IT NEEDED TO PROVIDE COMFORT, ESTABLISH CREDIBILITY, AND OUTLINE A PATH FORWARD QUICKLY. EXAMINING
HOW THE SPEECH MET THE NEEDS OF ITS DIVERSE AUDIENCE REVEALS THE RHETORICAL PRECISION EMPLOYED BY PRESIDENT BUSH.

PoLiTicaL AND SociaL CLIMATE

AT THE TIME, THE UNITED STATES WAS GRAPPLING WITH AN UNEXPECTED AND DEVASTATING ACT OF TERRORISM. THE
POLITICAL CLIMATE DEMANDED STRONG LEADERSHIP AND CLEAR COMMUNICATION. THE SOCIAL ATMOSPHERE WAS MARKED BY
FEAR, PATRIOTISM, AND A DESIRE FOR JUSTICE. THE SPEECH REFLECTS THESE CONDITIONS, EMPLOYING RHETORIC THAT SOUGHT
TO UNIFY AND MOBILIZE THE NATION.



RHETORICAL STRATEGIES IN THE 9 11 ADDRESS

THE @ 11 ADDRESS TO THE NATION UTILIZES CLASSICAL RHETORICAL STRATEGIES TO MAXIMIZE ITS PERSUASIVE EFFECT. THESE
STRATEGIES INCLUDE APPEALS TO ETHOS, PATHOS, AND LOGOS, WHICH SERVE TO ESTABLISH CREDIBILITY, EVOKE EMOTIONS,
AND PRESENT LOGICAL ARGUMENTS, RESPECTIVELY. UNDERST ANDING HOW THESE APPEALS FUNCTION WITHIN THE SPEECH IS
CENTRAL TO ANSWERING RHETORICAL ANALYSIS QUESTIONS RELATED TO THIS ADDRESS.

ETHOS: ESTABLISHING CREDIBILITY AND AUTHORITY

PRESIDENT BUSH ESTABLISHES ETHOS BY POSITIONING HIMSELF AS A RESPONSIBLE AND EMPATHETIC LEADER. HE SPEAKS WITH A
CALM, STEADY VOICE AND DEMONSTRATES KNOWLEDGE OF THE EVENTS AND GOVERNMENT RESPONSES. BY REFERENCING
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND THE MILITARY, HE CONVEYS AUTHORITY AND COMPETENCE. THIS STRATEGY REASSURES THE
AUDIENCE THAT THE NATION’S LEADERSHIP IS CAPABLE AND PROACTIVE.

PATHOS: EMOTIONAL APPEALS TO UNITY AND RESOLVE

PATHOS IS THE DOMINANT RHETORICAL APPEAL IN THE @ 11 ADDRESS. THE SPEECH EVOKES EMOTIONS SUCH AS GRIEF,
PATRIOTISM, AND DETERMINATION. THROUGH VIVID DESCRIPTIONS OF THE ATTACKS AND HONORING VICTIMS AND FIRST
RESPONDERS, THE SPEECH CONNECTS DEEPLY WITH THE AUDIENCE’S FEELINGS. THIS EMOTIONAL ENGAGEMENT FOSTERS A SENSE OF
SOLIDARITY AND COLLECTIVE RESILIENCE.

LoGos: LoGicAL ARGUMENTS AND CALLS To ACTION

W/HILE EMOTIONAL APPEALS ARE PROMINENT, LOGOS IS ALSO PRESENT THROUGH EXPLANATIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT’S
RESPONSE AND PLANS FOR ACTION. THE SPEECH OUTLINES STEPS TO PROTECT THE NATION AND PURSUE JUSTICE, USING CLEAR
AND RATIONAL LANGUAGE. THIS LOGICAL FRAMEWORK SUPPORTS THE SPEECH’S PERSUASIVE GOALS BY PROVIDING A ROADMAP
FOR THE AUDIENCE.

EMOTIONAL APPEALS AND AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT

A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE 9 11 ADDRESS TO THE NATION RHETORICAL ANALYSIS QUESTIONS CENTERS ON HOW
EMOTIONAL APPEALS ARE CRAFTED AND DEPLOYED. THE SPEECH’S ABILITY TO ENGAGE THE AUDIENCE EMOTIONALLY IS KEY TO
ITS EFFECTIVENESS AND ENDURING LEGACY.

UsE oF INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

s 1

PRESIDENT BUSH FREQUENTLY EMPLOYS INCLUSIVE PRONOUNS SUCH AS “WE,” “oUR,” AND “US,” WHICH FOSTER A COLLECTIVE
IDENTITY AMONG LISTENERS. THIS STRATEGY INVITES THE AUDIENCE TO SEE THEMSELVES AS PART OF A UNITED FRONT AGAINST
TERRORISM, REINFORCING COMMUNITY AND SHARED PURPOSE.

HoNoRING VICTIMS AND HEROES

BY REFERENCING THE VICTIMS OF THE ATTACKS AND THE BRAVERY OF FIRST RESPONDERS, THE SPEECH PERSONALIZES THE
TRAGEDY AND PAYS HOMAGE TO THOSE AFFECTED. THIS APPROACH HUMANIZES THE ABSTRACT HORROR OF TERRORISM,
ELICITING EMPATHY AND RESPECT FROM THE AUDIENCE.



APPEALS TO PATRIOTISM

THE SPEECH INVOKES PATRIOTIC SENTIMENT BY EMPHASIZING AMERICAN VALUES SUCH AS FREEDOM, RESILIENCE, AND JUSTICE.
THESE APPEALS INSPIRE PRIDE AND MOTIVATE COLLECTIVE ACTION, STRENGTHENING NATIONAL IDENTITY IN A TIME OF CRISIS.

L ANGUAGE AND TONE IN THE SPEECH

ANALYZING THE LANGUAGE AND TONE USED IN THE 9 11 ADDRESS TO THE NATION HELPS REVEAL HOW RHETORICAL CHOICES
SHAPE AUDIENCE PERCEPTION AND RESPONSE. | HE SPEECH BALANCES SOLEMNITY WITH RESOLVE, CAREFULLY SELECTING WORDS
TO CONVEY STRENGTH WITHOUT ALIENATION.

DicTion: Worb CHolce AND CONNOTATION

THE DICTION IN THE SPEECH IS DELIBERATE, USING WORDS WITH STRONG EMOTIONAL AND MORAL CONNOTATIONS. TERMS LIKE
"on m"won

"eviL,” "FreepoM,” “JUSTICE,” AND “RESOLVE” INVOKE CLEAR MORAL CONTRASTS AND RALLY SUPPORT FOR THE
GOVERNMENT’S STANCE. SIMPLE, DIRECT LANGUAGE ENSURES ACCESSIBILITY AND CLARITY.

ToNE: BALANCING GRIEF AND DETERMINATION

THE TONE SHIFTS BETWEEN MOURNING FOR THOSE LOST AND A DETERMINED CALL TO ACTION. THIS BALANCE IS CRITICAL IN
MAINTAINING AUDIENCE TRUST AND ENGAGEMENT, DEMONSTRATING EMPATHY WHILE EMPHASIZING THE NEED FOR STRENGTH AND
VIGILANCE.

STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION OF THE ADDRESS

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE @ 11 ADDRESS TO THE NATION CONTRIBUTES SIGNIFICANTLY TO ITS RHETORICAL EFFECTIVENESS.
THE SPEECH FOLLOWS A LOGICAL AND EMOTIONALLY RESONANT STRUCTURE THAT GUIDES THE AUDIENCE THROUGH STAGES OF
REACTION AND RESPONSE.

INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TRAGEDY

THE SPEECH BEGINS WITH A DIRECT ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE ATTACKS, SETTING A SOMBER TONE AND VALIDATING THE
AUDIENCE’S SHOCK AND GRIEF. THIS IMMEDIATE RECOGNITION ESTABLISHES A CONNECTION WITH LISTENERS.

BobDY: EXPLANATION AND ASSURANCE

THE CENTRAL PORTION PROVIDES DETAILS ABOUT THE ATTACKS, GOVERNMENT RESPONSE, AND FUTURE MEASURES. THiS
SECTION REASSURES THE AUDIENCE BY DEMONSTRATING CONTROL AND PREPAREDNESS.

ConcrusioN: CALL To UNITY AND RESOLVE

THE ADDRESS CLOSES WITH A UNIFYING CALL FOR PERSEVERANCE, INVOKING SHARED VALUES AND A COMMITMENT TO JUSTICE.
THIS ENDING AIMS TO INSPIRE HOPE AND COLLECTIVE ACTION.



Key STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS

o CLEAR PROGRESSION FROM TRAGEDY TO RESPONSE
o USE OF REPETITION FOR EMPHASIS

® STRATEGIC PAUSES AND PACING IN DELIVERY

IMPACT AND LEGACY OF THE 9 11 ADDRESS

THE @ 11 ADDRESS TO THE NATION REMAINS A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN AMERICAN RHETORIC, STUDIED EXTENSIVELY FOR ITS
PERSUASIVE POWER AND EMOTIONAL RESONANCE. |TS IMPACT EXTENDS BEYOND THE IMMEDIATE AFTERMATH OF THE ATTACKS,
INFLUENCING PUBLIC SENTIMENT AND POLICY DISCOURSE FOR YEARS.

EFFecTIVENESS IN UNIFYING THE NATION

THE SPEECH SUCCEEDED IN BRINGING TOGETHER A DIVERSE POPULATION DURING A PERIOD OF UNCERTAINTY AND FEAR. ITS
RHETORICAL STRATEGIES FOSTERED A SENSE OF SOLIDARITY AND NATIONAL PRIDE THAT HELPED SUSTAIN PUBLIC MORALE.

INFLUENCE ON PoLiTicaL AND CULTURAL DISCOURSE

THE ADDRESS SET A PRECEDENT FOR HOW LEADERS COMMUNICATE DURING CRISES, BLENDING EMPATHY WITH CALLS FOR ACTION.
[T ALSO SHAPED NARRATIVES AROUND TERRORISM, FREEDOM, AND AMERICAN IDENTITY IN THE 2 1ST CENTURY.

CONTINUING RELEVANCE IN RHETORICAL STUDIES

SCHOLARS AND STUDENTS FREQUENTLY ANALYZE THE 9 11 ADDRESS WHEN EXPLORING EFFECTIVE CRISIS COMMUNICATION,
RHETORIC OF GRIEF, AND PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHES. THE RHETORICAL ANALYSIS QUESTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS SPEECH
PROVIDE A RICH FRAMEW ORK FOR UNDERSTANDING PERSUASIVE COMMUNICATION IN TIMES OF NATIONAL TRAUMA.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT RHETORICAL STRATEGIES DOES PRESIDENT GEORGE W/. BUSH USE INHIS 9/ 11
ADDRESS TO UNIFY THE NATION?

PRESIDENT BUSH EMPLOY'S INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE SUCH AS "WE' AND ‘OUR’ TO CREATE A SENSE OF UNITY AND COLLECTIVE
IDENTITY. HE ALSO USES PATHOS BY APPEALING TO SHARED GRIEF AND RESOLVE, AND ETHOS BY ESTABLISHING HIS CREDIBILITY
AS A LEADER DURING A CRISIS.

How DOES PRESIDENT BUSH USE REPETITION IN HIS 9/ 11 ADDRESS TO EMPHASIZE KEY
THEMES?

BUSH REPEATS PHRASES LIKE "WE WILL NOT WAVER, WE WILL NOT TIRE, WE WILL NOT FALTER, AND WE WILL NOT FAIL' TO

REINFORCE DETERMINATION AND RESILIENCE. THIS REPETITION SERVES TO INSTILL CONFIDENCE AND RESOLVE IN THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE.



IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE 9/ 11 ADDRESS APPEAL TO PATRIOTISM?

THE SPEECH APPEALS TO PATRIOTISM BY INVOKING AMERICAN VALUES SUCH AS FREEDOM, COURAGE, AND JUSTICE. BusH
REFERENCES THE AMERICAN SPIRIT AND THE NATION'S HISTORY OF OVERCOMING ADVERSITY, ENCOURAGING CITIZENS TO STAND
STRONG TOGETHER.

How DOES THE STRUCTURE OF THE 9 / 11 SPEECH CONTRIBUTE TO ITS RHETORICAL
EFFECTIVENESS?

THE SPEECH IS STRUCTURED TO FIRST ACKNOWLEDGE THE TRAGEDY, THEN HONOR THE VICTIMS AND RESPONDERS, FOLLOWED BY
A CALL TO ACTION AND ASSURANCE OF JUSTICE. THIS PROGRESSION HELPS TO PROCESS GRIEF, BUILD SOLIDARITY, AND
MOTIVATE ACTION, MAKING THE MESSAGE IMPACTFUL.

\WHAT ROLE DOES EMOTIONAL APPEAL (PATHOS) PLAY IN THE 9/1 1 ADDRESS TO THE
NATION?

PATHOS IS CENTRAL TO THE SPEECH, AS BUSH EXPRESSES SORROW FOR THE VICTIMS AND FAMILIES, ADMIRATION FOR THE
HEROES, AND A SHARED SENSE OF LOSS. THIS EMOTIONAL CONNECTION HELPS TO UNIFY THE AUDIENCE AND INSPIRE HOPE AND
DETERMINATION.

How DOES PRESIDENT BUSH USE DICTION IN HIS 9/ 11 ADDRESS TO CONVEY STRENGTH
AND RESOLVE?

BUSH USES STRONG, DECISIVE WORDS SUCH AS 'FIGHT,” JUSTICE,” ‘FREEDOM,” AND 'TERRORISM' TO CONVEY A FIRM STANCE
AGAINST THE ATTACKERS. HIS CHOICE OF WORDS EVOKES A SENSE OF URGENCY AND UNWAVERING COMMITMENT TO PROTECTING
THE NATION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THE ART of RHETORIC IN 9/ 11 ADDRESSES

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE RHETORICAL STRATEGIES EMPLOYED IN THE ADDRESSES GIVEN BY WORLD LEADERS FOLLOWING THE
SEPTEMBER 11 ATTACKS. |T ANALYZES SPEECHES BY PRESIDENT GEORGE W/ . BUSH, AS WELL AS OTHER KEY FIGURES,
HIGHLIGHTING THE USE OF ETHOS, PATHOS, AND LOGOS TO UNITE AND REASSURE THE NATION. THE TEXT OFFERS A DETAILED
BREAKDOWN OF LANGUAGE, TONE, AND DELIVERY THAT SHAPED PUBLIC PERCEPTION DURING A CRITICAL MOMENT IN HISTORY.

2. Worps oF UNiTY: RHETORICAL REsponses To 9/ 11

FOCUSING ON THE POWER OF LANGUAGE IN TIMES OF CRISIS, THIS VOLUME EXPLORES HOW VARIOUS SPEECHES AFTER 9/ 11
USED RHETORICAL DEVICES TO FOSTER NATIONAL SOLIDARITY. |T PROVIDES A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF SPEECHES FROM
POLITICAL LEADERS, EXAMINING HOW METAPHORS, REPETITION, AND FRAMING WERE USED TO CONVEY MESSAGES OF RESILIENCE
AND RESOLVE. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES THE EMOTIONAL AND ETHICAL APPEALS THAT HELPED SHAPE PUBLIC SENTIMENT.

3. 9/ 11 AND PRESIDENTIAL RHETORIC: A CRITICAL ANALYSIS

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE CRITIQUE OF PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH’S ADDRESSES FOLLOWING THE 9/ 11 ATTACKS,
FOCUSING ON HOW RHETORIC WAS USED TO JUSTIFY POLICY DECISIONS AND MOBILIZE PUBLIC SUPPORT. |T INVESTIGATES
THEMES SUCH AS FEAR, PATRIOTISM, AND MORAL RESPONSIBILITY, DEMONSTRATING HOW LANGUAGE INFLUENCED THE POLITICAL
LANDSCAPE. THROUGH CLOSE READING OF THE SPEECHES, READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE INTERPLAY BET\WEEN RHETORIC AND
GOVERNANCE.

4. RHETORICAL STRATEGIES IN NATIONAL CRisis SpeecHes: THe CAse oF 9/11

EXAMINING SPEECHES DELIVERED DURING NATIONAL EMERGENCIES, THIS BOOK USES THE 9/ 171 ADDRESSES AS A CASE STUDY TO
IDENTIFY EFFECTIVE RHETORICAL STRATEGIES. |T DISCUSSES THE ROLE OF NARRATIVE, REPETITION, AND EMOTIONAL APPEAL IN
CRAFTING MESSAGES THAT RESONATE WITH DIVERSE AUDIENCES. THE TEXT ALSO EXPLORES HOW THESE SPEECHES AIMED TO
RESTORE CONFIDENCE AND PROVIDE DIRECTION DURING UNCERTAIN TIMES.

5. ANALYZING 9/'1 1 ADDRESSES: L ANGUAGE, EMOTION, AND PERSUASION



THIS WORK FOCUSES ON THE LINGUISTIC AND EMOTIONAL COMPONENTS OF SPEECHES MADE IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE 9/-| 1
ATTACKS. |IT PROVIDES TOOLS FOR RHETORICAL ANALYSIS, INCLUDING IDENTIFYING PERSUASIVE TECHNIQUES AND
UNDERSTANDING AUDIENCE IMPACT. THE BOOK IS USEFUL FOR STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS INTERESTED IN THE INTERSECTION OF
COMMUNICATION, POLITICS, AND CRISIS MANAGEMENT.

6. THE POWER OF SPEECH: RHETORIC IN THE AFTERMATH OF 9/ 11

HIGHLIGHTING THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF SPOKEN WORD, THIS BOOK STUDIES HOW LEADERS USED RHETORIC TO SHAPE
NATIONAL IDENTITY AFTER 9/ 1 1. IT EXPLORES THE CONSTRUCTION OF “US VERSUS THEM” NARRATIVES AND HOW RHETORIC
WAS USED TO FRAME THE ATTACKS WITHIN A MORAL AND POLITICAL CONTEXT. READERS LEARN ABOUT THE ETHICAL
IMPLICATIONS AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THESE RHETORICAL CHOICES.

7. PusLic ADDRESSES AND NATIONAL HEALING: A RHETORICAL STUDY OF 9/ 11 SPEECHES

THIS BOOK EXAMINES HOW SPEECHES FOLLOWING 9/ 11 PLAYED A ROLE IN THE NATION’S HEALING PROCESS. |T ANALYZES
RHETORICAL TECHNIQUES THAT HELPED TO COMFORT GRIEVING CITIZENS AND FOSTER A SENSE OF COLLECTIVE PURPOSE. T HE
STUDY UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF TONE, SYMBOLISM, AND REPETITION IN DELIVERING MESSAGES OF HOPE AND RESILIENCE.

8. FRAMING TERROR: RHETORICAL ANALYSIS oF 9/ 11 ADDRESSES TO THE NATION

FOCUSING ON THE FRAMING DEVICES USED IN 9/ 711 SPEECHES, THIS BOOK INVESTIGATES HOW LANGUAGE SHAPED PUBLIC
UNDERSTANDING OF TERRORISM AND NATIONAL SECURITY. |T DISCUSSES HOW LEADERS FRAMED THE ATTACKS AS A CALL TO
ACTION AND A TEST OF AMERICAN VALUES. THE TEXT PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THE STRATEGIC USE OF RHETORIC IN SHAPING
POLICY AND PUBLIC OPINION.

9. EcHoes oF 9/11: A RHETORICAL EXPLORATION OF NATIONAL ADDRESSES

THIS COLLECTION OFFERS A RHETORICAL EXPLORATION OF VARIOUS NATIONAL ADDRESSES DELIVERED IN RESPONSE TO 9/11. IT
HIGHLIGHTS HOW REPETITION, METAPHOR, AND EMOTIONAL APPEALS ECHOED THROUGHOUT THESE SPEECHES TO REINFORCE
MESSAGES OF PATRIOTISM AND RESILIENCE. THE BOOK SERVES AS A RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE ENDURING IMPACT OF
RHETORICAL CHOICES MADE DURING THIS PIVOTAL MOMENT.
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