
90 miles to havana enrique flores galbis
90 miles to havana enrique flores galbis is a compelling novel that explores the
complex dynamics of Cuban-American identity and migration. Written by Enrique Flores
Galbis, the book delves into the emotional and physical journey of Cuban exiles who cross
the treacherous 90 miles of ocean separating Florida from Havana. This literary work
captures the nuances of displacement, cultural conflict, and the pursuit of freedom.
Through its vivid storytelling and rich characterization, 90 miles to havana enrique flores
galbis offers readers insight into the Cuban exile experience and the broader themes of
hope and resilience. This article will provide an in-depth analysis of the novel’s themes,
background, and significance in contemporary Latin American literature. Below is the table
of contents outlining the main topics discussed.
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Background and Context of 90 Miles to Havana
Understanding the historical and cultural context of 90 miles to havana enrique flores galbis
is essential to fully appreciate the novel’s depth. The title refers to the 90-mile stretch of
sea between Cuba and the southern coast of Florida, a route often taken by Cuban refugees
seeking freedom from political oppression. This journey symbolizes not only a physical
crossing but also a transition fraught with danger and uncertainty. The novel is set against
the backdrop of Cuba’s political landscape and the waves of migration that have shaped
Cuban-American communities in the United States.

Historical Significance of the 90-Mile Journey
The 90-mile distance from Cuba to Florida has historically represented both hope and peril
for many Cuban immigrants. Since the Cuban Revolution in 1959, thousands have risked
their lives to escape the island’s authoritarian regime. This migration is characterized by
makeshift rafts, perilous sea voyages, and the search for a better life. Enrique Flores Galbis
encapsulates these experiences in his narrative, portraying the resilience and
determination of Cuban exiles.



Cuban-American Relations and Migration Patterns
The novel also situates itself within the broader context of Cuban-American relations,
highlighting the political tensions and immigration policies that have influenced migration
flows. The United States’ Cuban Adjustment Act and other policies have shaped the
experiences of Cuban refugees, impacting their integration and identity formation in
American society.

Plot Overview and Key Characters
90 miles to havana enrique flores galbis tells the story of a young Cuban boy and his family
as they undertake the harrowing journey from Cuba to the United States. The narrative is
deeply personal, showing the emotional and social challenges faced by the characters as
they navigate exile, assimilation, and the search for belonging.

Main Characters

Lazaro: The protagonist, a young boy whose perspective guides the reader through
the story.

Grandfather: A central figure who embodies the history and memories of pre-
revolutionary Cuba.

Parents: Represent the protective and hopeful aspects of the family unit, facing the
challenges of migration.

Plot Summary
The story begins in Havana, where Lazaro’s family faces increasing political repression. The
decision to flee Cuba arises from the desire for freedom and safety. Their journey across
the ocean is fraught with danger, uncertainty, and moments of profound hope. Upon
reaching Florida, the family confronts new challenges of cultural adaptation and identity
preservation. The novel’s progression highlights the emotional complexity of exile and the
multifaceted nature of the immigrant experience.

Themes Explored in 90 Miles to Havana
The novel addresses several significant themes that resonate with readers beyond the
specific Cuban-American context. Enrique Flores Galbis uses the narrative to explore issues
of identity, displacement, family, and resilience.



Identity and Cultural Conflict
One of the central themes is the struggle to maintain cultural identity in the face of
displacement. The characters grapple with their Cuban heritage while adapting to life in the
United States. This duality creates tension and introspection, illustrating the complexities of
bicultural existence.

Family and Generational Perspectives
The novel contrasts generational viewpoints, especially between Lazaro and his
grandfather. These perspectives reveal differing relationships to Cuba and the exile
experience, highlighting the role of memory and history in shaping identity.

Hope, Freedom, and Resilience
The perilous journey across the 90 miles symbolizes hope and the pursuit of freedom.
Throughout the narrative, the characters demonstrate resilience in overcoming adversity,
underscoring the human spirit’s capacity for endurance and renewal.

Enrique Flores Galbis: The Author's Biography
and Influence
Enrique Flores Galbis is a Cuban-American author known for his contributions to Latinx
literature. His background and personal experiences inform the authenticity and emotional
depth of 90 miles to havana enrique flores galbis. Understanding the author’s life provides
insight into the novel’s themes and perspectives.

Early Life and Career
Born in Cuba, Enrique Flores Galbis emigrated to the United States, where he pursued a
career in writing and education. His works often explore themes of exile, identity, and
cultural heritage, reflecting his own journey and observations.

Literary Contributions and Style
Flores Galbis combines lyrical prose with historical detail, creating narratives that are both
evocative and informative. His style engages readers through emotional resonance and
vivid imagery, making complex social and political issues accessible and compelling.

Literary Significance and Reception
Since its publication, 90 miles to havana enrique flores galbis has been recognized for its



contribution to Latin American and Cuban-American literature. The novel’s authentic
portrayal of exile and identity has garnered critical acclaim and academic interest.

Critical Acclaim
Reviewers have praised the novel for its nuanced characters and the sensitive handling of
difficult themes. Its realistic depiction of the Cuban diaspora experience resonates with a
wide audience, including scholars, students, and general readers interested in immigrant
narratives.

Educational Use
90 miles to Havana is frequently included in academic curricula focusing on Latinx studies,
migration, and cultural identity. The novel serves as a valuable resource for discussions on
the social and political impact of exile and the immigrant experience in America.

Impact on Cuban-American and Latinx Literature
The novel holds a significant place in the canon of Cuban-American literature, contributing
to the broader discourse on migration, identity, and cultural memory within Latinx
communities. Enrique Flores Galbis’s work highlights pivotal issues faced by Cuban exiles
and enriches the diversity of voices in American literature.

Representation of Cuban Exile Experience
90 miles to havana enrique flores galbis provides a rare and authentic narrative centered
on Cuban exile, addressing themes often overlooked in mainstream literature. This
representation fosters greater understanding and empathy toward the Cuban diaspora.

Influence on Contemporary Writers
Flores Galbis’s novel has inspired other Latinx authors to explore themes of displacement
and cultural identity. Its success demonstrates the importance of diverse narratives in
shaping American literary culture and promoting inclusive storytelling.

Key Contributions to Latinx Cultural Dialogue

Highlighting the struggles and triumphs of Cuban immigrants

Encouraging dialogue on bicultural identity and assimilation

Preserving cultural heritage through literary expression



Challenging stereotypes about Cuban-American communities

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of '90 Miles to Havana' by
Enrique Flores-Galbis?
The main theme of '90 Miles to Havana' is the journey of Cuban immigrants seeking
freedom and a better life in the United States, highlighting themes of courage, family, and
resilience.

Who is the protagonist in '90 Miles to Havana' and what
challenges does he face?
The protagonist is a young boy named Lito who faces the challenges of escaping Cuba by
raft, dealing with the dangers of the sea, and adjusting to a new life in America.

How does Enrique Flores-Galbis incorporate Cuban
culture in '90 Miles to Havana'?
Enrique Flores-Galbis incorporates Cuban culture through vivid descriptions of Cuban
customs, food, music, and the political climate, providing readers with an authentic glimpse
into Cuban life.

Is '90 Miles to Havana' based on real events or purely
fictional?
While '90 Miles to Havana' is a work of fiction, it is inspired by real events and experiences
of Cuban immigrants, reflecting the historical context of Cuban refugees attempting to
reach the United States.

What age group is '90 Miles to Havana' appropriate for?
'90 Miles to Havana' is typically geared towards middle-grade readers, roughly ages 9-13,
but it is also suitable for young adults and adults interested in stories about immigration
and cultural identity.

Additional Resources
1. Under the Mesquite by Guadalupe García McCall
This coming-of-age novel follows Lupita, a Mexican-American teenager coping with her
mother’s illness while navigating her identity and family expectations. Like *90 Miles to
Havana*, it explores themes of family, cultural heritage, and personal growth amidst



difficult circumstances. The story is rich with Mexican culture and the struggles of
adolescence.

2. Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan
This historical novel tells the story of Esperanza, a young girl who escapes a life of privilege
in Mexico only to face hardship as a migrant worker in the United States during the Great
Depression. It shares *90 Miles to Havana*’s themes of resilience, hope, and the immigrant
experience. The novel also highlights the strength of family bonds in challenging times.

3. Before We Were Free by Julia Alvarez
Set in the Dominican Republic during the Trujillo dictatorship, this novel follows Anita, a
young girl whose family is involved in the resistance. It deals with themes of political
oppression, family loyalty, and the fight for freedom, paralleling the political backdrop of
*90 Miles to Havana*. Alvarez’s storytelling captures the emotional turmoil of growing up in
a dangerous and uncertain environment.

4. The Circuit: Stories from the Life of a Migrant Child by Francisco Jiménez
This autobiographical collection of short stories depicts the life of a young Mexican migrant
worker and his family as they travel across the United States in search of work. Similar to
*90 Miles to Havana*, it explores themes of migration, hardship, and the pursuit of a better
life. The book offers a poignant look at the challenges faced by migrant families.

5. Return to Sender by Julia Alvarez
This novel centers on a nurse who becomes involved in the lives of immigrant children
detained at the U.S. border. It addresses contemporary immigration issues, human rights,
and cultural identity, themes that resonate with the experiences portrayed in *90 Miles to
Havana*. Alvarez presents a compassionate and insightful perspective on the immigrant
journey.

6. Call Me María by Judith Ortiz Cofer
This memoir recounts the author's childhood as a Puerto Rican girl moving between island
life and the American mainland. It explores cultural identity, the challenges of assimilation,
and the importance of heritage, all themes that complement the Cuban-American narrative
in *90 Miles to Havana*. Ortiz Cofer’s vivid storytelling provides a nuanced look at bicultural
life.

7. The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo
This novel-in-verse tells the story of Xiomara, a Dominican-American teenager finding her
voice through poetry while grappling with family expectations and cultural identity. Like *90
Miles to Havana*, it highlights the struggles of adolescence within a Latino community and
the quest for self-expression. Acevedo’s powerful voice captures the emotional intensity of
growing up.

8. Islandborn by Junot Díaz
This illustrated children’s book follows Lola, a young girl who learns about her Caribbean
heritage and the island she was born on but left at a young age. It addresses themes of
cultural memory, identity, and belonging, much like the exploration of Cuban roots in *90
Miles to Havana*. Díaz’s narrative celebrates the richness of Caribbean culture and
storytelling.

9. My Name Is Not Easy by Debby Dahl Edwardson



Set in Alaska, this novel follows Native Alaskan children sent to a Catholic boarding school,
where they face cultural erasure and hardship. Although geographically distant, it shares
*90 Miles to Havana*’s themes of cultural identity, resilience, and coming of age under
challenging conditions. The story emphasizes the importance of heritage and community in
shaping identity.
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