
a dangerous fortune ken follett

a dangerous fortune ken follett is a captivating novel that intertwines suspense, drama, and historical

insight. This thrilling book by Ken Follett explores complex characters caught in a web of intrigue

revolving around wealth, power, and danger. The narrative delves into themes of ambition, betrayal,

and the consequences of greed, making it a compelling read for fans of historical thrillers and

suspense fiction. With Follett’s signature storytelling style, the novel offers a richly detailed backdrop

and a fast-paced plot that keeps readers engaged from start to finish. This article will provide an in-

depth look at the plot, characters, themes, and reception of a dangerous fortune ken follett, highlighting

what makes this book a significant addition to his body of work. The following sections will guide

readers through a comprehensive understanding of the novel’s core elements and its place in

contemporary literature.

Plot Overview of A Dangerous Fortune

Main Characters and Their Roles

Themes and Literary Significance

Ken Follett’s Writing Style and Historical Context

Reception and Critical Analysis

Plot Overview of A Dangerous Fortune

A Dangerous Fortune is set in Victorian England, a time marked by social upheaval and economic

transformation. The story centers around the prestigious Bank of Folchart, where a series of



mysterious events trigger a suspenseful narrative. The plot unfolds with the unexpected death of a

wealthy heir, inciting suspicion and conflict among the characters. The novel expertly weaves together

elements of mystery, romance, and political intrigue, as the protagonists navigate a treacherous

landscape of secrets and ambition.

The unfolding drama reveals the dark undercurrents of greed and the lengths individuals will go to

protect their interests, making the story both thrilling and thought-provoking. Readers are taken through

a labyrinth of deceit, power struggles, and unexpected alliances, all set against the meticulously

crafted historical background of the late 19th century.

Setting and Historical Background

The Victorian era setting is crucial to the narrative, providing context for the social and economic

dynamics at play. The period was marked by rapid industrial growth, strict social hierarchies, and the

rise of powerful financial institutions. Follett uses this backdrop to highlight the tensions between

tradition and progress, as well as the impact of wealth on personal and professional relationships.

Key Plot Points

The suspicious death of the bank heir that catalyzes the story’s conflict.

The investigation into the bank’s internal affairs and the secrets uncovered.

The complex relationships between the characters, including betrayal and loyalty.

The climax involving a high-stakes confrontation that determines the fate of the bank and its

stakeholders.



Main Characters and Their Roles

The characters in a dangerous fortune ken follett are intricately developed, each playing a pivotal role

in advancing the plot and embodying the novel’s themes. Their motivations and interactions form the

emotional core of the story, driving the suspense and drama.

Edmund Orme

Edmund Orme is a central figure whose actions significantly influence the narrative. As a young man

from a modest background, he becomes entangled in the power struggles within the bank. His

character represents the tensions between ambition and morality, as he navigates the treacherous

waters of high society and finance.

Hester Fox

Hester Fox is a strong-willed and intelligent woman who defies Victorian social norms. Her involvement

in the story brings a perspective on gender roles and societal expectations during the era. Hester’s

determination and courage are key to unraveling the mystery surrounding the fortune and the bank’s

fate.

Other Notable Characters

Sir Giles Barrington – A powerful banker whose influence shapes much of the story’s conflict.

Henry Fox – A character whose ambitions and secrets add complexity to the plot.

Various members of the Folchart family and bank employees who contribute to the unfolding

drama.



Themes and Literary Significance

A Dangerous Fortune explores several profound themes that resonate beyond its historical setting.

Ken Follett uses the narrative to examine the corrupting influence of wealth, the consequences of

unchecked ambition, and the struggle for justice in a rigid social hierarchy. These themes are woven

seamlessly into the plot, providing depth and relevance to the story.

Wealth and Power

The novel scrutinizes how the pursuit of money and status can lead to moral compromise and

personal ruin. The dangerous fortune at the center of the story symbolizes both opportunity and peril,

highlighting the double-edged nature of wealth.

Social Class and Ambition

The rigid class distinctions of Victorian England serve as a backdrop for exploring ambition and social

mobility. Characters strive to transcend their circumstances, often encountering resistance and ethical

dilemmas that underscore the era’s social constraints.

Justice and Retribution

The pursuit of truth and justice drives much of the narrative tension. The novel reflects on the

complexities of legal and personal retribution, illustrating how justice can be elusive in a world

dominated by power struggles.



Ken Follett’s Writing Style and Historical Context

Ken Follett is renowned for his meticulous research and ability to bring historical periods to life through

vivid detail and compelling storytelling. A Dangerous Fortune exemplifies these qualities, combining

factual accuracy with a gripping narrative.

Historical Accuracy and Detail

Follett’s portrayal of Victorian England is grounded in extensive research, providing authentic

depictions of social customs, economic practices, and political climate. This attention to detail

enhances the reader’s immersion and understanding of the period.

Narrative Techniques

The novel employs multiple perspectives and well-paced plot developments to maintain suspense and

engagement. Follett’s use of rich descriptions and complex characterizations contributes to the depth

and realism of the story.

Reception and Critical Analysis

A Dangerous Fortune has been widely praised for its intricate plot, well-drawn characters, and

historical authenticity. Critics have noted Follett’s skill in blending suspense with social commentary,

making the novel both entertaining and intellectually stimulating.

Critical Acclaim

Reviewers often highlight the novel’s successful integration of thriller elements with a nuanced

exploration of Victorian society. The book’s pacing and plot twists have been commended for keeping

readers invested throughout.



Impact on Ken Follett’s Career

This novel solidified Follett’s reputation as a master of historical fiction and suspense. It contributed to

expanding his audience and demonstrated his versatility in handling complex narratives set in different

historical contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Dangerous Fortune' by Ken Follett about?

'A Dangerous Fortune' is a historical thriller novel by Ken Follett that centers around a banking scandal

in Victorian England, exploring themes of ambition, betrayal, and social class.

When was 'A Dangerous Fortune' published?

'A Dangerous Fortune' was first published in 1993.

Who are the main characters in 'A Dangerous Fortune'?

The main characters include Hugh Pilaster, a young ambitious man; Paul Montague, his friend; and

the powerful Pilaster family involved in the banking empire.

Is 'A Dangerous Fortune' based on true events?

While the novel is fictional, it is inspired by real historical banking scandals and the social dynamics of

Victorian England.

What genre does 'A Dangerous Fortune' belong to?

'A Dangerous Fortune' is primarily a historical fiction and thriller novel.



How does Ken Follett portray Victorian society in 'A Dangerous

Fortune'?

Follett vividly portrays Victorian society with its rigid class structures, social ambitions, and the

undercurrents of corruption and intrigue within high society.

Are there any sequels or related books to 'A Dangerous Fortune'?

No, 'A Dangerous Fortune' is a standalone novel and does not have any direct sequels.

What themes are explored in 'A Dangerous Fortune'?

The novel explores themes such as greed, power, betrayal, social mobility, and the consequences of

ambition.

Has 'A Dangerous Fortune' been adapted into a film or TV series?

Yes, 'A Dangerous Fortune' was adapted into a British television miniseries in 1994.

Why is 'A Dangerous Fortune' considered a popular Ken Follett novel?

'A Dangerous Fortune' is popular due to its gripping plot, rich historical detail, complex characters, and

Follett's masterful storytelling that keeps readers engaged.

Additional Resources

1. Eye of the Needle

This thrilling World War II spy novel by Ken Follett centers around a ruthless German spy code-named

"The Needle." Set against the backdrop of war-torn Europe, the story follows his dangerous mission to

deliver critical intelligence to the Nazis. The tension escalates as he encounters a woman who could

change the course of the war. It’s a gripping tale of espionage, deception, and survival.



2. The Key to Rebecca

In this suspenseful novel, Follett introduces a cunning German spy operating in Cairo during World

War II. The spy uses a code based on Daphne du Maurier’s novel "Rebecca" to communicate vital

information to the Axis powers. The book weaves together elements of romance, intrigue, and covert

operations, showcasing the perilous game of intelligence warfare.

3. Jackdaws

Set during World War II, "Jackdaws" follows a daring team of female spies tasked with sabotaging a

German communication center in Nazi-occupied France. Led by the fearless protagonist, the mission is

fraught with danger and deception. The novel combines historical detail with intense action and strong

character development.

4. The Man from St. Petersburg

This historical thriller is set in the tense days before World War I and revolves around a Russian

anarchist plotting to assassinate a key figure to prevent a war. The story explores themes of political

intrigue, romance, and betrayal, highlighting the precarious balance of power in Europe. Follett’s vivid

storytelling captures the suspense of a world on the brink of chaos.

5. Code to Zero

Set during the height of the Cold War, this novel involves a mysterious disappearance of a top

scientist working on the American space program. The protagonist uncovers a web of espionage,

secrets, and deadly conspiracies. Follett crafts a fast-paced thriller that delves into the dangers of

nuclear technology and intelligence warfare.

6. Night Over Water

In this suspenseful tale, a diverse group of passengers boards a luxurious flying boat to escape

Europe at the start of World War II. Among them are spies, fugitives, and those with dangerous

secrets. The novel explores the tension and uncertainty of the era, with Follett’s signature blend of

history and thriller elements.

7. Whiteout



This gripping thriller is set in Scotland, where a deadly virus outbreak threatens to spiral out of control.

The story follows a team racing against time to contain the virus while facing sabotage and betrayal.

Follett combines medical urgency with suspense and danger in a tightly woven narrative.

8. Winter of the World

Part of Follett’s Century Trilogy, this epic novel spans the 1930s and 1940s, chronicling the lives of

families caught in the turmoil leading up to and during World War II. The narrative includes espionage,

political intrigue, and personal danger set against the backdrop of a world on fire. It’s a sweeping saga

of love, survival, and the fight for freedom.

9. A Dangerous Fortune

This historical novel explores the cutthroat world of banking in Victorian England, where ambition and

greed lead to deadly consequences. The story involves betrayal, secrets, and power struggles within a

wealthy family. Follett masterfully portrays the dangers lurking beneath the surface of fortune and

social standing.
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