a modest proposal commonlit assessment
answers

A modest proposal commonlit assessment answers can be a challenging yet rewarding task for
students engaging with Jonathan Swift’s satirical essay. This work not only serves as a critique of
society’s indifference to the plight of the poor in 18th-century Ireland but also encourages readers to
think critically about the ethics of social and economic policies. In this article, we will explore the key
themes of Swift's work, provide insights into the CommonlLit assessment, and offer guidance on how
to approach the answers effectively.

Understanding "A Modest Proposal"

"A Modest Proposal," published in 1729, is a satirical piece that suggests an outrageous solution to
the problem of poverty in Ireland: the selling of infants as food. This shocking suggestion is intended
to provoke outrage and highlight the inhumane attitudes of the wealthy towards the impoverished.

The Historical Context

To fully appreciate Swift's work, it is essential to understand the historical context in which it was
written:

- The Great Famine: Ireland faced severe economic hardships, with many families struggling to feed
their children.

- Colonial Exploitation: The British government’s exploitation of Irish resources left many in poverty,
fueling resentment and despair.

- Social Indifference: Swift critiques the upper class's apathy towards the suffering of the lower
classes, emphasizing the need for compassion and social reform.

Key Themes in "A Modest Proposal"

A few central themes emerge from Swift’s writing, which are crucial for understanding the text and
answering CommonLit assessment questions.

Satire and Irony

Swift employs satire to highlight the absurdity of the situation. By presenting such a grotesque
proposal, he forces readers to confront the harsh realities of poverty.

- Rhetorical Techniques: Swift uses irony to undermine the seriousness of his proposal, showcasing
the moral depravity of his contemporaries.



- Hyperbole: The exaggerated nature of his suggestion emphasizes the dire consequences of inaction.

Social Critique

Through his proposal, Swift critiques societal norms and the lack of empathy for the poor.

- Dehumanization: The suggestion to eat babies reflects how society views the impoverished as less
than human.

- Moral Responsibility: Swift argues that it is the responsibility of the wealthy to care for the poor
rather than exploit them.

Economic Commentary

Swift's proposal serves as a commentary on the economic conditions of his time.

- Capitalism and Exploitation: The essay critiques capitalist practices that prioritize profit over human
life.

- Resource Distribution: Swift calls for a more equitable distribution of resources, suggesting that
society should support the needy rather than ignore them.

Approaching the CommonlLit Assessment

When tackling the CommonLit assessment for "A Modest Proposal,” it is essential to read the text
carefully and use critical thinking skills to analyze its themes and messages.

Tips for Answering Questions

- Read the Text Thoroughly: Ensure you understand the content, context, and purpose of Swift’s
writing.

- Identify Key Themes: Focus on the themes mentioned above and consider how they relate to the
questions posed.

- Use Evidence: Support your answers with direct quotes from the text to illustrate your points.

- Analyze Rather Than Summarize: When responding to questions, analyze Swift’s techniques and
intentions rather than merely summarizing the content.

Sample CommonLit Assessment Questions

Here are some example questions you might encounter in a CommonLit assessment, along with
strategies for how to approach them.



1. What is the main argument presented in "A Modest
Proposal"?

Approach:
- |[dentify the main idea of the essay.
- Discuss the satirical nature of Swift's argument and its impact on the reader.

2. How does Swift use irony to enhance his argument?

Approach:
- Provide examples of ironic statements and their significance.
- Explain how these ironies serve to criticize societal attitudes.

3. What solutions does Swift propose, and what do they
reveal about his views on the wealthy and the poor?

Approach:
- Discuss the solutions presented in the essay.
- Analyze what these proposals reveal about Swift's perspective on social responsibility.

Understanding the Impact of "A Modest Proposal*

Swift's work remains relevant today as it encourages critical discussions about poverty, social justice,
and the ethical responsibilities of society. By examining these issues through the lens of satire,
readers are invited to reflect on their values and the treatment of marginalized populations.

The Legacy of Swift's Work

- Influence on Literature: "A Modest Proposal" has inspired countless writers and thinkers, prompting
similar critiques of social issues.

- Continued Relevance: The themes of economic disparity and social responsibility resonate with
contemporary audiences, making it a timeless piece.

Conclusion

In summary, understanding a modest proposal commonlit assessment answers involves a deep
engagement with Swift's text, themes, and rhetorical strategies. By approaching the assessment
thoughtfully, students can not only improve their comprehension and analytical skills but also gain
valuable insights into the complexities of social issues that persist today. Embracing the critical



lessons of Swift’s satire will enrich students' academic experiences and foster a greater awareness of
the world around them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument of Jonathan Swift's ‘A Modest
Proposal'?

The main argument of 'A Modest Proposal' is that the impoverished Irish might ease their economic
troubles by selling their children as food to rich gentlemen and ladies. Swift uses this shocking
suggestion to criticize British policy towards the Irish and to highlight the severity of their plight.

How does Swift use satire in his proposal?

Swift employs satire by presenting his outrageous solution in a serious and logical manner, which
highlights the absurdity of the social and political attitudes towards the poor in Ireland. His extreme
suggestion forces readers to confront the inhumanity of the real issues at hand.

What are some of the social issues addressed in 'A Modest
Proposal'?

The essay addresses several social issues, including poverty, overpopulation, and the exploitation of
the lower class by the wealthy. Swift critiques the lack of empathy and action from the British
government regarding the suffering of the Irish people.

What rhetorical devices does Swift use to enhance his
argument?

Swift uses irony, hyperbole, and vivid imagery to enhance his argument. The irony lies in the contrast
between the seriousness of his tone and the ridiculousness of his proposal, while hyperbole
emphasizes the desperation of the Irish situation.

What is the intended effect of Swift's shocking proposal on
the readers?

The intended effect is to provoke a strong emotional response and to make readers reflect on the
moral implications of treating human beings as commodities. Swift aims to spur readers towards
recognizing the urgent need for social reform.

How does 'A Modest Proposal’ reflect the historical context of
18th-century Ireland?

The essay reflects the dire economic situation in 18th-century Ireland, where widespread poverty and
famine were prevalent due to British exploitation. Swift's proposal serves as a critique of the
indifference shown by the wealthy and the government towards the suffering of the Irish populace.
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