a princess of mars series

A Princess of Mars series is a captivating blend of science fiction and fantasy that has
enchanted readers for over a century. Written by Edgar Rice Burroughs, the series
introduces us to the adventures of John Carter, a Confederate soldier who is mysteriously
transported to the red planet, Mars, also known as Barsoom. The series has not only
influenced the genre but has also inspired countless adaptations in film, television, and
literature. This article delves into the various aspects of the A Princess of Mars series,
exploring its characters, themes, cultural impact, and much more.

Overview of the A Princess of Mars Series

The A Princess of Mars series is part of the larger Barsoom series, which consists of
eleven novels published between 1912 and 1964. The first book, "A Princess of Mars," was
serialized in 1912 in All-Story Magazine and later published as a book in 1917. The series
chronicles the adventures of John Carter as he navigates the complexities of Martian
society, battles alien creatures, and strives to save the beautiful Martian princess, Dejah
Thoris.

Key Themes in the Series

The A Princess of Mars series is rich with themes that resonate with readers across
generations. Some of the most prominent themes include:

e Heroism and Bravery: John Carter embodies the ideal hero, showcasing bravery
and resilience in the face of adversity.

e Love and Sacrifice: The love story between John Carter and Dejah Thoris is central
to the narrative, highlighting the lengths one will go to for love.

¢ Colonialism and Exploration: The series reflects the era's fascination with
exploration and the colonial mindset, with Carter representing a Western hero in a

foreign land.

e Friendship and Loyalty: The bonds formed between characters, such as John
Carter and Tars Tarkas, emphasize the importance of loyalty and camaraderie.

Character Analysis

The A Princess of Mars series features a diverse cast of characters, each contributing to



the rich tapestry of the story. Here are some of the most significant characters:

John Carter

John Carter is the protagonist of the series, a man of Earth who finds himself on Mars. His
physical prowess, strategic mind, and strong moral compass make him an iconic hero. As
he navigates the challenges of Barsoom, he evolves from a soldier to a leader and a
champion for the Martian people.

Dejah Thoris

Dejah Thoris is the titular princess of Mars, renowned for her beauty and intelligence. As
the daughter of the Thark chieftain, she represents the noble class of Martian society. Her
character is not merely a damsel in distress; she is resourceful and strong-willed, often
playing a crucial role in her own rescue.

Tars Tarkas

Tars Tarkas is a Thark leader who befriends John Carter. His character illustrates themes
of loyalty and honor, as he struggles with the rigid societal norms of the Thark warriors.
Tars serves as a pivotal ally to Carter, showcasing the importance of friendship in
overcoming challenges.

The Cultural Impact of A Princess of Mars

The A Princess of Mars series has had a profound influence on science fiction and fantasy
literature, as well as popular culture. Its impact can be seen in various ways:

Literary Influence

Burroughs' work has inspired numerous authors and creators, contributing to the
development of the science fiction genre. Many modern writers credit Burroughs as a
significant influence on their own works, with elements of adventure, exploration, and
otherworldly settings echoing throughout contemporary literature.

Film and Television Adaptations

The series has inspired several adaptations, with the most notable being the 2012 Disney
film "John Carter," directed by Andrew Stanton. Although the film received mixed reviews,



it brought renewed interest in the original series. Other adaptations include animated
features and television series, demonstrating the enduring appeal of Burroughs' stories.

Merchandising and Fan Culture

The A Princess of Mars series has also spawned a range of merchandise, including toys,
collectibles, and graphic novels. Fan culture surrounding the series remains vibrant, with
conventions, cosplay, and fan fiction celebrating the world of Barsoom.

Exploring the World of Barsoom

The setting of the A Princess of Mars series is as important as its characters. Barsoom is a
richly imagined world filled with diverse cultures, landscapes, and species. Here are some
key elements of the Martian environment:

Societies and Races

Barsoom is home to various societies and races, each with its own customs and beliefs:
e Tharks: Green-skinned, warrior-like beings known for their strength and harsh
societal structure.

e Red Martians: The ruling class, characterized by their more human-like appearance
and advanced civilization.

e Black Martians: A mysterious race that plays a minor role in the series, often
depicted as antagonistic.

Geography and Environment

The geography of Barsoom is diverse, featuring vast deserts, lush valleys, and ancient
ruins. Key locations include:

e Helium: The capital city of the Red Martians, known for its beauty and advanced
technology.
e Thark: The harsh desert home of the Tharks, where survival is a daily struggle.

e The Dead Sea: A desolate area that adds to the mystique of Barsoom, often



shrouded in legends.

Conclusion

The A Princess of Mars series remains a cornerstone of science fiction literature,
captivating readers with its imaginative storytelling, rich character development, and
thought-provoking themes. Edgar Rice Burroughs' creation of Barsoom has left an
indelible mark on popular culture, inspiring generations of creators and fans alike.
Whether you are a long-time reader or new to the series, the adventures of John Carter
and Dejah Thoris continue to resonate, inviting exploration and discovery in a world
beyond our own.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of the 'Princess of Mars'
series?

The 'Princess of Mars' series follows the adventures of John Carter, a Confederate soldier
who is transported to Mars, where he becomes embroiled in the planet's conflicts and
ultimately seeks to rescue Princess Dejah Thoris.

Who is the author of the 'Princess of Mars' series?

The 'Princess of Mars' series was written by Edgar Rice Burroughs, who first published
the book in 1912.

How does John Carter arrive on Mars in the series?

John Carter arrives on Mars after mysteriously finding himself in a state of suspended
animation in a cave, which leads to his transportation to the planet due to a form of astral
projection.

What are some themes explored in the 'Princess of
Mars' series?

The series explores themes such as love, honor, war, and the clash of civilizations, as well
as the idea of a hero's journey in a foreign land.

What are the notable races featured in the 'Princess of
Mars' series?

The series features several notable races, including the green-skinned Tharks and the red-



skinned Martians, along with other alien species that inhabit the planet.

How has the 'Princess of Mars' series influenced
modern science fiction?

The series is considered a foundational work in science fiction and fantasy, influencing
countless authors and filmmakers with its blend of adventure, alien worlds, and romance.

What adaptations have been made of the 'Princess of
Mars' series?

The series has been adapted into various media, including an animated film, a live-action
movie titled 'John Carter' in 2012, and several comic book adaptations.
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