
a raisin in the sun screenplay
A Raisin in the Sun is a seminal work in American theater, written by Lorraine Hansberry
and first performed on Broadway in 1959. The screenplay is a poignant exploration of the
struggles faced by an African American family in Chicago’s South Side as they grapple with
economic hardship, racial discrimination, and the pursuit of the American Dream. The
narrative centers around the Younger family, who are waiting for a $10,000 insurance
check following the death of the patriarch, and it delves into their conflicting aspirations
and dreams. This article will provide a comprehensive analysis of the screenplay, its
themes, characters, and its significance in American literature and culture.

Background of the Play

Author and Historical Context
Lorraine Hansberry was the first African American woman to have a play produced on
Broadway. Born in Chicago in 1930, her experiences growing up in a racially segregated
environment greatly influenced her writing. "A Raisin in the Sun" was created during the
Civil Rights Movement, a time of significant social change in the United States, which gave
the play its urgency and relevance. The screenplay reflects the struggles against systemic
racism and the quest for identity that many African Americans faced during this period.

Plot Summary
The screenplay revolves around the Younger family, consisting of:

1. Lena Younger (Mama): The matriarch of the family who dreams of buying a house with
the insurance money.
2. Walter Lee Younger: Mama’s son, who is frustrated with his job as a chauffeur and yearns
for a better life.
3. Ruth Younger: Walter’s weary wife who is trying to hold the family together amid
financial strain.
4. Beneatha Younger: Walter’s sister, an ambitious college student who explores her
identity and dreams of becoming a doctor.
5. Travis Younger: Walter and Ruth’s young son, who represents the future generation.

The family is anticipating a $10,000 insurance check, which leads to various conflicts about
how the money should be spent. Walter wants to invest in a liquor store, while Mama
dreams of buying a house to fulfill her late husband’s dream. Beneatha seeks funds for her
medical school tuition, challenging traditional gender roles and cultural expectations.

Themes Explored in the Screenplay



The American Dream
At the heart of "A Raisin in the Sun" is the exploration of the American Dream, particularly
from an African American perspective. Each character embodies a different facet of this
dream:

- Walter Lee Younger: Sees wealth and business ownership as the ultimate fulfillment of the
American Dream.
- Beneatha Younger: Represents intellectual and personal aspirations, challenging societal
norms.
- Mama: Holds onto the traditional values of family and home as essential components of a
fulfilled life.

The screenplay poses important questions about the accessibility of the American Dream
and highlights the barriers faced by marginalized communities.

Racial Discrimination and Identity
The screenplay powerfully addresses the systemic racism that the Younger family
encounters. Their aspirations are often thwarted by societal prejudices, exemplified by the
antagonism they face when aiming to move into a predominantly white neighborhood. The
character of Karl Lindner, who offers to buy out the Youngers to prevent them from moving
in, embodies the racism and discrimination prevalent in society.

Additionally, Beneatha’s search for identity as a Black woman is a crucial part of the
narrative. Her exploration of African heritage and her rejection of assimilationist attitudes
reflect the broader cultural awakening within the African American community during the
1960s.

Gender Roles and Feminism
The screenplay also engages with issues of gender and the roles of women in society. Ruth
represents the traditional female role of a caregiver, while Beneatha challenges these
expectations by pursuing her education and career ambitions. The tension between these
roles is a significant source of conflict within the family, showcasing the struggles women
face in asserting their desires in a patriarchal society.

Character Analysis

Lena Younger (Mama)
Mama is a symbol of strength and resilience, embodying the hopes and dreams of her
deceased husband. Her desire to buy a house reflects her belief in the importance of family
stability and legacy. Mama's character represents the struggle of many African American
women who have to bear the weight of their family's aspirations.



Walter Lee Younger
Walter is a complex character driven by ambition and frustration. His desperation for
financial success leads him to make questionable decisions, reflecting the overwhelming
pressures of poverty and societal expectations. Throughout the screenplay, Walter evolves,
ultimately realizing that dignity and family are more valuable than wealth.

Beneatha Younger
Beneatha is the embodiment of the younger generation's struggle for identity and
independence. Her character challenges traditional gender norms and explores her African
heritage, making her a pioneer for feminist and cultural discussions. Her journey is marked
by conflict with her family, especially with her brother Walter, as she seeks to carve out her
own path.

Ruth Younger
Ruth serves as a grounding force within the family, often caught between her husband’s
dreams and her own survival instincts. Her character showcases the struggles of women in
maintaining familial harmony while pursuing personal happiness.

Significance of the Screenplay

Cultural Impact
"A Raisin in the Sun" was groundbreaking for its portrayal of an African American family on
stage, offering audiences an authentic depiction of their struggles and aspirations. It
opened doors for more diverse stories in theater and laid the groundwork for future
generations of playwrights.

Legacy
The play has been adapted into several films, including a notable 1961 version featuring
Sidney Poitier and Ruby Dee. Its themes remain relevant today, resonating with ongoing
discussions about race, identity, and the pursuit of dreams in America. The screenplay
continues to be studied in academic settings and performed across the world, cementing its
place as a classic in American literature.

Conclusion
In conclusion, Lorraine Hansberry's "A Raisin in the Sun" is more than just a play; it is a
profound commentary on the African American experience and the complexities of the
American Dream. Through its rich characters and compelling themes, the screenplay invites
audiences to reflect on issues of race, identity, and the enduring quest for dignity and



fulfillment. Its timeless relevance ensures that it will continue to inspire and challenge
future generations, making it a cornerstone of American theater and literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes explored in 'A Raisin in the
Sun' screenplay?
The central themes include the struggle for identity, the pursuit of dreams, racism, and the
importance of family.

How does the character of Walter Lee Younger evolve
throughout the screenplay?
Walter Lee Younger evolves from a frustrated man seeking financial success to someone
who recognizes the value of integrity and family, ultimately rejecting a bribe for the sake of
his family's dignity.

What role does the setting play in the screenplay of 'A
Raisin in the Sun'?
The setting, primarily in a cramped Chicago apartment, symbolizes the limitations and
struggles faced by the Younger family, while also highlighting their aspirations for a better
life.

How is the theme of generational conflict portrayed in
the screenplay?
Generational conflict is portrayed through the differing dreams and values of Mama, Walter,
and Beneatha, reflecting the broader social changes in African American culture during the
1950s.

What significance does the plant symbolize in 'A Raisin
in the Sun'?
The plant symbolizes Mama's care for her family and her hopes for growth and nurturing,
paralleling the family's aspirations and struggles for a better future.

How does Beneatha's character challenge traditional
gender roles in the screenplay?
Beneatha challenges traditional gender roles by aspiring to become a doctor, expressing
her independence, and questioning cultural and societal norms, representing the emerging
feminist ideals of the time.



What impact does the arrival of Mr. Lindner have on the
Younger family's dreams?
Mr. Lindner's arrival represents the societal pressures and racism that threaten the Younger
family's dreams, forcing them to confront the harsh realities of their aspirations and
ultimately solidifying their resolve to pursue their goals.
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