
a raisin in the sun test answer key
A Raisin in the Sun Test Answer Key is a valuable resource for educators and
students alike, providing insights into the themes, characters, and plot of
Lorraine Hansberry's groundbreaking play. This play, first performed in 1959,
is often hailed as a pivotal work in American theater, exploring complex
issues of race, identity, and the pursuit of dreams. This article will delve
into the significance of the play, key themes, character analysis, and
provide a comprehensive answer key to common test questions that educators
might use to assess students' understanding of the material.

Overview of A Raisin in the Sun

A Raisin in the Sun revolves around the Younger family, an African-American
family living in Chicago in the 1950s. The title is derived from a line in
the Langston Hughes poem "Harlem," which questions what happens to a dream
deferred. The play captures the struggles of the Younger family as they
navigate socioeconomic challenges, their aspirations for a better life, and
the barriers imposed by systemic racism.

Plot Summary

The play opens with the Younger family awaiting a $10,000 insurance check
following the death of the father, Walter Lee Younger, Sr. Each family member
has different dreams for how to use the money:

1. Walter Lee Younger: Walter dreams of investing in a liquor store to secure
financial independence.
2. Ruth Younger: Walter's wife, Ruth, seeks stability and a better living
environment for their son, Travis.
3. Beneatha Younger: Walter's sister, Beneatha, aspires to become a doctor
and challenges traditional gender roles.
4. Lena Younger (Mama): The matriarch of the family, Mama, dreams of buying a
house with a garden to honor her late husband.

As the story unfolds, the family faces external and internal conflicts
regarding their dreams, culminating in a significant decision about the use
of the insurance money.

Key Themes

A Raisin in the Sun explores several significant themes:



1. The American Dream

The play scrutinizes the idea of the American Dream, particularly for
African-Americans. Each character’s pursuit of their dreams reflects the
broader struggles of their community, emphasizing how systemic barriers
hinder their aspirations.

2. Identity and Culture

Beneatha’s quest for identity, including her exploration of African heritage,
raises questions about cultural assimilation and the importance of self-
discovery. The play highlights the struggles of African-Americans to maintain
their cultural identity in a predominantly white society.

3. Family and Sacrifice

The dynamics within the Younger family illustrate the importance of family
bonds and the sacrifices each member makes for one another. The play
emphasizes collective dreams over individual aspirations, showcasing how love
and loyalty can both unite and divide.

4. Race and Discrimination

The family’s experiences reflect the racial tensions and discrimination
prevalent during the 1950s. The challenges they face in their quest for a
better life serve as a commentary on the racial inequalities that persist in
society.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters is crucial to grasping the play's themes and
conflicts. Here is a brief analysis of the main characters:

1. Walter Lee Younger

Walter is a dreamer who feels trapped in his job as a chauffeur. His
desperation for financial success leads him to make risky decisions,
demonstrating the complexities of masculinity and the pressure to provide.
Walter's character arc is central to the play's exploration of dreams and
aspirations.



2. Ruth Younger

Ruth represents the weary, practical side of the family. Her struggles with
pregnancy and the desire for stability highlight the burden of domestic
responsibilities. Ruth's character is often seen as a mediator, balancing her
husband's ambitious dreams with the family's immediate needs.

3. Beneatha Younger

Beneatha embodies the struggle for identity and independence. Her ambitions
to become a doctor challenge traditional gender roles and reflect the
changing societal expectations for women. Beneatha's exploration of her
African heritage illustrates the importance of cultural roots.

4. Lena Younger (Mama)

Mama is the moral center of the play, symbolizing strength and resilience.
Her dream of a home with a garden represents hope and the importance of
family legacy. Mama's character underscores the theme of sacrifice, as she
prioritizes her children's dreams over her own.

5. Travis Younger

Travis, the young son, symbolizes innocence and the future. His desire for a
better life reflects the hopes of the younger generation. The family’s
decisions impact Travis's future, making him a poignant representation of the
consequences of their dreams and struggles.

Common Test Questions and Answer Key

When assessing students' understanding of A Raisin in the Sun, teachers may
pose various questions. Below is a compilation of common test questions along
with their answer key.

1. What does the insurance check symbolize in the
play?
Answer: The insurance check symbolizes hope and the possibility of a better
future. It represents the dreams and aspirations of the Younger family, as
well as the burden of expectations that accompany it.



2. How does Walter's character evolve throughout the
play?
Answer: Walter evolves from a frustrated dreamer to a man who recognizes the
importance of family over financial success. By the end of the play, he
learns to value dignity and pride in his identity, choosing to reject Mr.
Lindner's offer.

3. What role does Mama play in the family dynamics?
Answer: Mama serves as the moral compass and emotional anchor of the family.
She embodies traditional values and dreams of providing a stable home for her
children, often mediating conflicts and emphasizing the importance of family
unity.

4. Discuss the significance of Beneatha's search for
identity.
Answer: Beneatha's search for identity highlights the struggles of African-
Americans in the mid-20th century. Her exploration of her African roots and
rejection of assimilation demonstrate the quest for self-discovery and
cultural pride.

5. How does the setting influence the characters'
dreams?
Answer: The setting of Chicago in the 1950s reflects the socioeconomic
challenges faced by the Younger family. The cramped living conditions and
racial discrimination impact their aspirations, making the pursuit of the
American Dream feel both urgent and daunting.

6. What is the climax of the play?
Answer: The climax occurs when Walter is faced with a choice to accept Mr.
Lindner's money to stay out of the neighborhood or to uphold his pride and
move into the house his mother bought. His decision signifies a turning point
for the family.

Conclusion

A Raisin in the Sun is more than just a play; it is a poignant exploration of
dreams, identity, and the struggles faced by African-American families in the
pursuit of a better life. Understanding the themes, characters, and key plot
points is essential for appreciating Hansberry's work. The test answer key



provided here serves as an educational tool to facilitate discussions, deepen
comprehension, and encourage critical thinking about the play’s enduring
relevance in today's society. As students engage with the material, they are
invited to reflect on their own aspirations and the societal structures that
shape them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'A Raisin in
the Sun'?
The main themes include the struggle for identity, the impact of poverty on
dreams, family dynamics, and the pursuit of the American Dream.

Who are the primary characters in 'A Raisin in the
Sun'?
The primary characters include Lena Younger (Mama), Walter Lee Younger, Ruth
Younger, Beneatha Younger, and Travis Younger.

What does the title 'A Raisin in the Sun' symbolize?
The title symbolizes deferred dreams and aspirations, referencing a line from
Langston Hughes' poem 'Harlem'.

How does Walter Lee's character evolve throughout
the play?
Walter Lee transitions from a self-centered man focused on financial success
to a more responsible individual who values family and dignity.

What role does Mama's plant play in the story?
Mama's plant symbolizes her care for her family and her hope for a better
future. It reflects her nurturing spirit and the family's struggles.

What is Beneatha's dream in 'A Raisin in the Sun'?
Beneatha dreams of becoming a doctor and striving for her own identity and
independence, challenging traditional gender roles.

How does the setting of the play influence its
characters?
The setting in a cramped Chicago apartment highlights the family's struggles



with poverty and their aspirations for a better life.

What is the significance of the check that the
Younger family receives?
The check represents both hope and conflict, as it symbolizes the insurance
money from the deceased father's life and the differing dreams of the family
members.

How does the play address issues of race and
discrimination?
The play addresses racial discrimination through the family's desire to move
into a predominantly white neighborhood, which sparks tension and conflict
with their new neighbors.
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