
a raisin in the sun unit exam answer key

A Raisin in the Sun unit exam answer key is an invaluable resource for teachers and students alike, as it
provides comprehensive insights into Lorraine Hansberry's groundbreaking play. Understanding the themes,
characters, and plot points of this classic work is essential for any literature course focused on American
drama. This article will delve into the key elements of a unit exam on "A Raisin in the Sun," offering insights into
potential questions, themes, and answers that could be beneficial for students preparing for their assessments.

Overview of A Raisin in the Sun

"A Raisin in the Sun" premiered in 1959 and is a poignant exploration of the struggles faced by a African
American family in Chicago's South Side as they confront issues of poverty, identity, and dreams. The play
revolves around the Younger family, who are waiting for a $10,000 insurance check following the death of
the father, and how they plan to use the money to improve their lives. Central characters include:

Walter Lee Younger - The ambitious son who dreams of owning a liquor store.

Ruth Younger - Walter's weary wife, struggling to keep the family together.

Beneatha Younger - Walter's sister, a college student exploring her identity and aspirations.

Lena Younger (Mama) - The matriarch who values family and dreams of owning a house.

Travis Younger - Walter and Ruth’s young son, representing the hopes for the future.

Common Themes in A Raisin in the Sun

Understanding the themes of "A Raisin in the Sun" is crucial for answering exam questions. Here are some of the
major themes that can be explored in an exam setting:

1. The American Dream
The play examines what the American Dream means for different characters. Walter Lee Younger’s desire for
wealth contrasts with Mama’s dream of owning a home. The pursuit of dreams is a central focus and highlights
the obstacles faced by African Americans in the 1950s.

2. Identity and Self-Discovery
Beneatha’s journey to find her identity as a Black woman in America is a significant theme. She struggles with
cultural assimilation and seeks to define herself beyond societal expectations.

3. Family Dynamics
The Younger family’s interactions reveal the complexities of familial relationships, including support, conflict,
and love. The characters’ differing aspirations create tension and highlight the importance of unity.



4. Race and Discrimination
The play addresses systemic racism and its impact on the characters’ lives. The Youngers face discrimination
when they try to move into a predominantly white neighborhood, underscoring the racial tensions of the era.

Potential Exam Questions and Answers

When preparing for a unit exam on "A Raisin in the Sun," students can expect a mix of multiple-choice, short
answer, and essay questions. Here’s a sample answer key for various types of questions.

Multiple Choice Questions

1. What does Walter Lee want to do with the insurance money?
- A) Buy a house
- B) Invest in a liquor store
- C) Pay for Beneatha's education
- D) Save it for Travis

Answer: B) Invest in a liquor store

2. Who is the matriarch of the Younger family?
- A) Ruth Younger
- B) Beneatha Younger
- C) Lena Younger (Mama)
- D) Walter Lee Younger

Answer: C) Lena Younger (Mama)

3. What is Beneatha's aspiration?
- A) To become a doctor
- B) To start a business
- C) To be a teacher
- D) To move to Africa

Answer: A) To become a doctor

Short Answer Questions

1. Explain the significance of the title "A Raisin in the Sun."
Answer: The title refers to Langston Hughes' poem "Harlem," which questions what happens to a dream
deferred. In the context of the play, it symbolizes the dreams of the Younger family that have been postponed or
crushed by societal pressures.

2. Discuss how the setting influences the characters’ dreams.
Answer: The setting of Chicago's South Side in the 1950s emphasizes the economic struggles the Younger
family faces. Their cramped apartment reflects their financial limitations, while their desire to move to a better
neighborhood symbolizes their aspirations for upward mobility and a better life.

Essay Questions

1. Discuss how Hansberry portrays the theme of generational conflict in the play.



Answer: The generational conflict in "A Raisin in the Sun" is primarily represented through the differing dreams
of Mama, Walter, and Beneatha. Mama holds traditional values and dreams of homeownership, while Walter
seeks financial success through business ventures. Beneatha represents a younger generation exploring identity
and cultural roots, leading to clashes that highlight the evolution of the Black experience in America.

2. Analyze the role of money and its impact on the Younger family.
Answer: Money serves as a catalyst for conflict within the Younger family. Walter’s obsession with wealth
leads to tension with Ruth and Mama, who prioritize family and stability over financial gain. The insurance
check represents hope and potential, but it also exacerbates divisions, as each character has different visions
for the future. Ultimately, the play suggests that while money is essential, it cannot replace love and unity.

Preparing for the Unit Exam

To excel in a unit exam on "A Raisin in the Sun," students should:

Review character analyses and their development throughout the play.

Understand the historical context and its influence on the characters’ struggles.

Discuss major themes and be prepared to provide textual evidence.

Practice writing clear, concise responses to potential essay questions.

Conclusion

A thorough understanding of the characters, themes, and critical moments in "A Raisin in the Sun" is essential
for students preparing for their unit exams. The provided answer key and insights into potential exam questions
can serve as a helpful guide in studying this remarkable play. By exploring the complexities of the story and its
profound impact on American literature, students will be equipped to engage thoughtfully with the material
and articulate their interpretations effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in 'A Raisin in the Sun' that might be included in a
unit exam?

Major themes include the struggle for identity, the impact of dreams on life choices, racial discrimination, and
the importance of family.

What is the significance of the title 'A Raisin in the Sun'?

The title symbolizes deferred dreams, referencing Langston Hughes' poem 'Harlem,' which questions what happens
to dreams that are postponed.

How does the character Walter Lee Younger evolve throughout the play?

Walter undergoes significant transformation, initially driven by materialism and desperation, but ultimately



finds dignity and a sense of purpose through family and legacy.

What role does Mama's plant play in the narrative of 'A Raisin in the Sun'?

Mama's plant symbolizes her care for her family and her dreams for a better life, representing hope and resilience
amidst challenges.

What is a common essay prompt related to 'A Raisin in the Sun' that may
appear on a unit exam?

Discuss how dreams influence the characters' choices and lives throughout the play, and analyze the
consequences of pursuing or neglecting these dreams.

How does the setting of 'A Raisin in the Sun' impact the characters and their
aspirations?

Set in a cramped apartment in Chicago's South Side during the 1950s, the setting reflects the socioeconomic
struggles of the Younger family and shapes their dreams and interactions.
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