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A Rookies Guide to Pool Table Maintenance and Repair: A Manual to Assemble,
Recover, Re-cushion, Level, and Repair Any Pool Table

Maintaining and repairing a pool table can seem intimidating, especially for
beginners. However, with the right knowledge and tools, anyone can learn how
to keep their table in top condition. This guide will walk you through the
essential steps for assembling, recovering, re-cushioning, leveling, and
repairing any pool table. Whether you're a new owner or looking to enhance
your skills, this manual serves as your go-to resource for all things pool
table maintenance.

Understanding Your Pool Table

Before diving into maintenance and repairs, it’s crucial to understand the
basic components of a pool table. Familiarizing yourself with these parts
will help you identify what needs attention.

Key Components of a Pool Table

Slate: The flat surface on which the game is played. It can be made of
one or multiple pieces.

Cushions: The rubber lining around the edges that helps the balls bounce
back into play.

Felt: The fabric covering the slate that provides a smooth playing
surface.

Frame: The structure that holds everything together.

Legs: Supports the table and keeps it stable.

Assembling Your Pool Table

Assembling a pool table can be a complex task, but with a little patience, it
can be accomplished. Here’s a step-by-step guide to help you through the
process.



Tools You Will Need

Screwdriver (Phillips and flathead)

Level

Measuring tape

Wrench

Rubber mallet

Step-by-Step Assembly

Prepare the Area: Clear the space where you’ll assemble the table.1.
Ensure the floor is even to prevent future leveling issues.

Assemble the Frame: Start by connecting the side rails to the end rails2.
using the screws provided.

Attach the Legs: Secure the legs to the frame using screws or bolts.3.
Ensure they are firmly attached.

Install the Slate: Carefully place the slate on top of the frame. If you4.
have multiple pieces, ensure they fit snugly together.

Secure Everything: Use the level to check if the table is even. Adjust5.
the legs as necessary.

Recovering Your Pool Table

Felt can wear out over time, affecting gameplay. Recovering your pool table
is a straightforward process if you follow the correct steps.

Materials Needed for Recovering

New felt (specific to your table size)

Staple gun and staples

Scissors

Measuring tape

Utility knife



Steps to Recover Your Table

Remove Old Felt: Carefully peel back the old felt and remove any1.
staples.

Cut New Felt: Measure the slate and cut the new felt accordingly,2.
leaving some excess for stapling.

Attach New Felt: Start from the center of the slate, pulling the felt3.
taut and stapling it down. Work your way outwards to avoid wrinkles.

Trim Excess Felt: Use the utility knife to cut away any excess felt at4.
the edges for a clean finish.

Re-Cushioning Your Pool Table

Cushions can lose their bounce over time, leading to an uneven playing
surface. Re-cushioning is essential for maintaining optimal gameplay.

What You Will Need

New cushion rubber

Adhesive or glue

Utility knife

Staple gun

Re-Cushioning Process

Remove Old Cushions: Take off the old cushions carefully, making sure1.
not to damage the rails.

Measure and Cut New Cushions: Measure the length of each rail and cut2.
the new cushion rubber accordingly.

Attach New Cushions: Use the adhesive to attach the new cushions, making3.
sure they align perfectly with the edges.

Secure with Staples: Once the glue has set, use the staple gun to4.
further secure the cushions in place.



Leveling Your Pool Table

A level pool table is essential for a fair game. Here’s how to ensure your
table remains level.

Tools for Leveling

Level

Shims or wooden wedges

Wrench (if adjustments are necessary)

How to Level Your Pool Table

Check Level: Use the level across different areas of the slate to1.
identify any uneven spots.

Add Shims: Insert shims or wooden wedges under the legs that need height2.
adjustments.

Re-check Level: After adding shims, check the level again and adjust as3.
needed.

Common Pool Table Repairs

From minor scratches to more significant damages, knowing how to fix common
issues will prolong the life of your pool table.

Repairing Scratches and Dents

For Scratches: Use a wood filler to fill in the scratch. Sand it down
once dry and apply matching finish.

For Dents: Use a damp cloth and an iron. Place the cloth over the dent
and run the iron over it. The steam will help raise the wood.

Replacing Damaged Parts

Identify Damaged Parts: Check the cushion, slate, and felt for any1.
significant damage.



Order Replacement Parts: Purchase the correct parts specific to your2.
pool table model.

Install New Parts: Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for3.
installation.

Conclusion

By following this comprehensive guide, you can maintain and repair your pool
table effectively. Regular maintenance, such as leveling, recovering, and re-
cushioning, is essential for ensuring a great playing experience. Remember,
practice makes perfect, and soon you'll be a pro at pool table maintenance!
Whether you're assembling a new table or fixing up an old one, these skills
will serve you well for years to come. Happy playing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the essential tools needed for pool table
maintenance?

Essential tools for pool table maintenance include a staple gun, pool table
cloth, level, wrench set, rubber bumpers, scissors, and a cleaning brush.

How often should I level my pool table?

You should check and level your pool table at least once a year, or more
frequently if you notice any irregularities in gameplay.

What is the best way to clean pool table cloth?

The best way to clean pool table cloth is to use a soft brush to remove dust
and debris, and occasionally use a damp cloth to wipe up spills, ensuring not
to soak the fabric.

How do I know when to replace the pool table cloth?

You should consider replacing the pool table cloth if you see significant
wear, tears, or if it has lost its color and texture affecting gameplay.

What steps are involved in re-cushioning a pool
table?

Re-cushioning a pool table involves removing the old cushion, cleaning the
rail, measuring and cutting new rubber cushions, and attaching them securely
with staples.



Can I repair a pool table scratch or dent myself?

Yes, minor scratches can often be repaired using a touch-up marker or filler,
while deeper dents may require professional repair or replacement of the
affected wood.

How do I assemble a pool table after purchasing it?

Assembling a pool table typically involves attaching the legs to the base,
securing the frame, installing the slate, and finally covering the table with
cloth.

What is the best way to store a pool table when not
in use?

The best way to store a pool table is to cover it with a protective cover,
keep it in a climate-controlled environment, and avoid placing heavy objects
on it.

What type of cloth is best for a pool table?

Woolen cloth is commonly used for its durability and speed, while worsted
cloth offers a smoother surface for faster play, making it suitable for
professional tables.

Is it necessary to hire a professional for pool table
repair?

While some maintenance tasks can be done yourself, hiring a professional is
advisable for significant repairs or if you're unsure about the process to
ensure quality work.
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