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A Wind in the Door: A Wrinkle in Time Quintet

A Wind in the Door is the second book in the beloved Wrinkle in Time Quintet by Madeleine L’Engle.
Following the success of A Wrinkle in Time, which introduced readers to the Murry family and the
concept of tesseracts, this sequel delves deeper into the complexities of love, the nature of existence,
and the battle against darkness. In this article, we will explore the themes, characters, and the
significance of this novel within the larger context of the quintet.

Overview of A Wind in the Door

Published in 1973, A Wind in the Door follows the adventures of Meg Murry, her brother Charles
Wallace, and their friend Calvin O'Keefe as they embark on a new journey to save Charles Wallace
from a mysterious illness. The narrative intricately weaves science fiction with philosophical
concepts, particularly the idea of interconnectedness in life.

Plot Summary

The story begins with Meg, now a teenager, feeling out of place in high school. Her brother, Charles
Wallace, is still gifted but is struggling with his own issues. When Charles becomes gravely ill, Meg
is introduced to a new ally, a mysterious creature named Proginoskes—a cherubim with the ability to
travel through dimensions.

Key Plot Points:

1. The Illness of Charles Wallace: The narrative kicks off with Charles Wallace falling ill, a condition
that is tied to a dark force threatening the universe.
2. Introduction of Proginoskes: This character, who is part cherub and part dragon, represents a
bridge between the physical and the spiritual worlds.
3. Traveling through the Microcosm: To save Charles, they must enter the microscopic realm to
confront the evil known as the Echthroi, beings that embody the concept of non-existence.
4. Themes of Love and Sacrifice: The story highlights the importance of love and sacrifice,
paralleling Meg’s growth and her relationship with her family and friends.

Through these plot points, L’Engle showcases her signature blend of fantasy and science, crafting a
narrative that is as intellectually stimulating as it is emotionally resonant.

Characters

A Wind in the Door features a host of engaging characters, each contributing to the overarching
themes of the book.



- Meg Murry: The protagonist who struggles with her self-identity and the challenges of adolescence.
Throughout the book, Meg learns the power of love and compassion.

- Charles Wallace Murry: Meg’s younger brother, who possesses extraordinary intelligence. His
illness serves as the catalyst for the story's events.

- Calvin O'Keefe: Meg’s friend and a crucial ally in her quest. He symbolizes the importance of
friendship and loyalty.

- Proginoskes: The cherubim who guides Meg and Calvin. His character embodies the concepts of
hope and interconnectedness.

- The Echthroi: The antagonists of the story, representing the forces of darkness and negation. They
challenge the protagonists and emphasize the stakes of their mission.

Themes Explored in A Wind in the Door

L’Engle’s novel is rich with themes that resonate on multiple levels, making it a profound read for
both children and adults.

The Nature of Existence

One of the central themes in A Wind in the Door is the exploration of existence. The novel posits that
life is interconnected and that every being has a purpose. The Echthroi represent the opposite—non-
existence and the destruction of individuality. L’Engle encourages readers to reflect on their own
existence and the roles they play in the universe.

Love as a Transformative Force

Love is portrayed as a powerful force that can overcome darkness. Meg’s determination to save
Charles Wallace is driven by her love for him, showcasing how personal connections can motivate
individuals to act heroically. This theme aligns with L’Engle's belief in the importance of
relationships in nurturing the human spirit.

The Journey of Self-Discovery

Meg’s journey is as much about saving her brother as it is about discovering her own strength. She
grapples with insecurities and learns that her perceived weaknesses can be her greatest strengths.
This theme of self-discovery resonates with readers, particularly those navigating the challenges of
adolescence.



Literary Devices and Style

L’Engle employs a range of literary devices that enhance the narrative and engage the reader.

Imagery and Symbolism

The use of vivid imagery brings the microscopic world to life. The descriptions of the cherubim and
the Echthroi create a stark contrast between light and darkness. Symbolism is prevalent, with
Proginoskes representing hope and the Echthroi embodying despair.

Dialogue and Characterization

The dialogue is authentic and relatable, particularly between Meg and her family. L’Engle’s
characterization is strong, allowing readers to connect with the characters’ struggles and triumphs.

Significance within the Wrinkle in Time Quintet

A Wind in the Door is not only a standalone story but also an integral part of the Wrinkle in Time
Quintet. Its themes and characters set the stage for the subsequent books.

Connection to Other Books

- A Swiftly Tilting Planet: The exploration of time and space continues in the third book, where the
characters face new challenges and expand on their understanding of love and existence.
- Many Waters: This fourth installment introduces a new dimension to the series, delving into biblical
themes and ancient history.
- An Acceptable Time: The final book brings closure to the Murry family’s journey while continuing
to explore the fabric of time and relationships.

Legacy and Impact

The Wrinkle in Time Quintet, with A Wind in the Door at its heart, has had a lasting impact on
readers and writers alike. L’Engle’s unique blend of science fiction and philosophical inquiry
continues to inspire discussions about the nature of existence and the power of love. The series is
often lauded for its progressive themes, particularly regarding individuality and the acceptance of
differences.



Conclusion

In conclusion, A Wind in the Door is a remarkable continuation of the Wrinkle in Time Quintet,
exploring profound themes through the lens of imaginative storytelling. Madeleine L’Engle’s ability
to intertwine complex ideas with relatable characters makes this novel a timeless classic. As readers
journey with Meg, Charles Wallace, and Calvin, they are invited to reflect on their own lives, the
nature of existence, and the transformative power of love. Through this sequel, L’Engle not only
captivates her audience but also encourages them to embrace their unique identities and the
connections that bind them to one another.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'A Wind in the Door' in the
Wrinkle in Time Quintet?
'A Wind in the Door' explores themes of love, individuality, and the interconnectedness of all living
things, focusing on the importance of embracing one's unique identity.

How does 'A Wind in the Door' connect to its predecessor, 'A
Wrinkle in Time'?
'A Wind in the Door' continues the story of Meg Murry and her family, delving deeper into the battle
against evil forces and expanding on the concepts of time travel and alternate dimensions
introduced in 'A Wrinkle in Time'.

Who are the main characters introduced in 'A Wind in the
Door'?
The main characters include Meg Murry, her brother Charles Wallace, and their friend Calvin
O'Keefe, along with new characters such as the cherub-like creature, Proginoskes, who plays a
crucial role in the story.

What role does Proginoskes play in 'A Wind in the Door'?
Proginoskes is a vital character who helps Meg and Charles Wallace in their quest to save their sick
brother, demonstrating the importance of friendship and cooperation in overcoming challenges.

What is the significance of the term 'kything' in the book?
'Kything' refers to a mental and spiritual connection between characters that allows them to
communicate and understand each other's thoughts and feelings, emphasizing the theme of empathy
and deep connections.



How does the book address the concept of good versus evil?
'A Wind in the Door' presents the struggle between good and evil through the characters' battles
against the evil force known as the Echthroi, showcasing the importance of courage and moral
integrity.

What literary devices are prominent in 'A Wind in the Door'?
The book utilizes symbolism, metaphors, and vivid imagery to convey complex ideas about life,
death, and the universe, making it accessible and engaging for readers of all ages.

How does 'A Wind in the Door' reflect Madeleine L'Engle's
views on science and spirituality?
'A Wind in the Door' intertwines scientific concepts, such as biology and quantum physics, with
spiritual themes, highlighting L'Engle's belief in the harmony between science and faith in
understanding the universe.

What impact has 'A Wind in the Door' had on young adult
literature?
'A Wind in the Door' has influenced young adult literature by blending fantasy with philosophical
questions, encouraging readers to think critically about their place in the world and the nature of
existence.
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