
aapc crc exam pass rate

AAPC CRC exam pass rate is an essential metric for aspiring Certified Risk Adjustment Coder (CRC)

professionals. Understanding the pass rate can help candidates gauge the difficulty of the exam and

prepare more effectively. The AAPC (American Academy of Professional Coders) is a leading

organization in the field of medical coding, and the CRC certification is a critical credential for those

looking to specialize in risk adjustment coding. In this article, we will explore the AAPC CRC exam

pass rate, factors affecting it, preparation strategies, and tips for success.

Understanding the AAPC CRC Exam

The AAPC CRC exam is designed to assess a candidate’s knowledge and skills in risk adjustment

coding. This certification is crucial for professionals who wish to work in healthcare settings where

accurate coding can significantly impact reimbursement and compliance.

Exam Structure

The CRC exam consists of multiple-choice questions that cover a range of topics, including:

Risk Adjustment Models

Coding Guidelines

Hierarchical Condition Categories (HCC)

Documentation Requirements



Compliance and Auditing

Candidates have a total of 4 hours to complete the exam, which typically includes 75 questions. The

scoring system is designed to ensure that only those with a solid understanding of the material pass

the exam.

Current AAPC CRC Exam Pass Rate

As of the latest reports, the AAPC CRC exam pass rate hovers around 70-75%. This means that only

about 7 to 8 out of every 10 candidates successfully pass the exam on their first attempt. While this

may seem relatively high, it is essential to recognize that the exam's content is rigorous, and adequate

preparation is crucial.

Factors Affecting the Pass Rate

Several factors can influence the AAPC CRC exam pass rate, including:

Preparation and Study Habits

The level of preparation varies significantly among candidates. Those who invest time in studying the

relevant materials, taking courses, and practicing with sample questions tend to have higher pass

rates.



Experience Level

Candidates with prior experience in medical coding or those who have worked in risk adjustment roles

may find the exam easier than those who are new to the field. Practical experience can provide

insights and context that textbooks and study materials cannot.

Exam Anxiety and Test-Taking Skills

Exam anxiety can play a significant role in a candidate's performance. Those who struggle with test-

taking may find themselves unable to perform at their best, regardless of their knowledge.

Access to Resources

Having access to high-quality study materials, such as textbooks, online courses, and practice exams,

can greatly impact a candidate's ability to prepare effectively. Those who utilize a variety of resources

tend to perform better.

Preparation Strategies for the AAPC CRC Exam

To improve the chances of passing the AAPC CRC exam, candidates should adopt a comprehensive

preparation strategy. Here are some effective methods:

1. Create a Study Schedule

Developing a structured study schedule allows candidates to allocate sufficient time to cover all topics.



A well-planned schedule helps avoid last-minute cramming and reduces anxiety.

2. Utilize Official Study Materials

The AAPC offers official study guides and courses specifically designed for the CRC exam. Using

these resources ensures that candidates are studying the most relevant and updated content.

3. Take Practice Exams

Practice exams are an invaluable tool for assessing knowledge and getting accustomed to the exam

format. Candidates should take multiple practice tests to identify areas where they need improvement.

4. Join Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can enhance learning. Study groups provide support, accountability, and the

opportunity to discuss challenging concepts.

5. Focus on Key Topics

While it is essential to cover all topics, candidates should pay special attention to areas with historically

higher question counts, such as HCC coding and compliance guidelines.

Tips for Success on Exam Day



On the day of the exam, candidates can enhance their chances of success by following these tips:

1. Get Plenty of Rest

A well-rested mind is critical for optimal performance. Candidates should aim for a good night's sleep

before the exam to ensure they are alert and focused.

2. Arrive Early

Arriving early allows candidates to settle in and reduce pre-exam anxiety. It also provides time to

address any unforeseen issues, such as locating the exam site.

3. Read Questions Carefully

Candidates should take their time to read each question thoroughly. Misunderstanding a question can

lead to incorrect answers, even if the candidate knows the material.

4. Manage Time Wisely

With a total of 4 hours for the exam, candidates should pace themselves. A useful strategy is to

allocate a specific amount of time to each question and move on if they are unsure.

5. Stay Calm and Focused

It's natural to feel nervous, but maintaining composure is essential. Deep breathing techniques can



help calm nerves and improve concentration.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the AAPC CRC exam pass rate serves as a benchmark for candidates preparing for this

challenging certification. By understanding the factors that influence pass rates and employing effective

preparation strategies, aspiring CRC professionals can enhance their chances of success. Candidates

should not only focus on studying but also consider their exam-day strategies to ensure they are in the

best possible position to pass the exam. With dedication and the right resources, achieving CRC

certification is an attainable goal that opens doors to career advancement in the field of medical

coding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the current pass rate for the AAPC CRC exam?

The current pass rate for the AAPC CRC exam is approximately 70-75%, but this can vary by testing

group.

How can I improve my chances of passing the AAPC CRC exam?

To improve your chances, consider enrolling in a preparatory course, utilizing study guides, and taking

practice exams to familiarize yourself with the exam format.

What topics are covered in the AAPC CRC exam?

The AAPC CRC exam covers topics such as colorectal cancer screening, coding guidelines,

compliance, and the role of the CRC in healthcare.



Are there any recommended study materials for the AAPC CRC exam?

Yes, recommended materials include the AAPC CRC study guide, official AAPC practice exams, and

online review courses.

How long should I study for the AAPC CRC exam?

Most candidates recommend studying for at least 2-3 months, dedicating several hours each week to

review and practice.

Can I retake the AAPC CRC exam if I fail?

Yes, if you fail the AAPC CRC exam, you can retake it after a waiting period of 30 days.

What is the format of the AAPC CRC exam?

The AAPC CRC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions that need to be completed within a 5-

hour time limit.

Is there a difference between the AAPC CRC exam and other coding

certification exams?

Yes, the AAPC CRC exam specifically focuses on coding for colorectal cancer and related procedures,

while other exams cover different specialties in medical coding.

What is the cost to take the AAPC CRC exam?

As of now, the cost to take the AAPC CRC exam is approximately $399 for AAPC members and $499

for non-members.

How often is the AAPC CRC exam updated?

The AAPC CRC exam is typically updated every few years to reflect changes in coding guidelines and

practices.
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