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about time 12 short stories jack finney is a notable collection that showcases the
literary prowess of Jack Finney, an author renowned for his mastery in blending science
fiction with elements of suspense and the supernatural. This anthology comprises twelve
distinctive short stories, each weaving unique narratives that explore themes such as time
travel, memory, and human experience. Finney’s ability to captivate readers through vivid
storytelling and imaginative concepts is evident throughout the collection. Readers familiar
with Finney’s work will recognize his signature style—meticulous attention to detail,
compelling characters, and thought-provoking plots. This article delves into the significance
of "About Time: 12 Short Stories," its thematic depth, and the individual stories that
highlight Finney’s contribution to speculative fiction. The exploration includes an overview
of the collection’s themes, narrative techniques, and the lasting impact of Finney’s
storytelling. Below is a structured guide to navigate the key aspects of this literary work.

Overview of About Time: 12 Short Stories

Thematic Exploration in the Collection

Notable Stories and Their Significance

Jack Finney’s Narrative Style and Techniques

Impact and Legacy of the Collection

Overview of About Time: 12 Short Stories
The collection "About Time: 12 Short Stories" by Jack Finney presents a diverse array of
narratives that explore various facets of time and human perception. Each story stands
alone, yet collectively they form a coherent exploration of temporal themes and speculative
scenarios. Finney, widely recognized for his novel "Time and Again," extends his fascination
with time travel and the manipulation of reality through these short stories. The anthology
includes tales set in different periods and contexts, highlighting Finney's versatility and
attention to historical detail. The stories range from science fiction and mystery to subtle
supernatural elements, providing readers with a rich tapestry of imaginative storytelling.

Thematic Exploration in the Collection
Jack Finney’s "About Time: 12 Short Stories" delves deeply into several recurring themes
that resonate throughout the anthology. These themes not only define the individual stories
but also underscore the collection’s overall narrative fabric.



Time Travel and Temporal Displacement
Central to many stories is the concept of time travel, where characters find themselves
transported to different eras, facing both wonder and peril. Finney explores the
consequences of altering the past or witnessing historical events firsthand, emphasizing the
delicate balance of time.

Memory and Identity
Several stories investigate the relationship between memory and personal identity.
Characters grapple with recollections that may be distorted or erased, raising questions
about the reliability of memory and its impact on self-understanding.

Human Connection and Isolation
The collection also touches on human relationships, often highlighting moments of profound
connection or profound isolation. These emotional undercurrents add depth to Finney’s
speculative scenarios, making them relatable and poignant.

Reality versus Perception
Finney frequently blurs the line between what is real and what is perceived, challenging
characters and readers alike to question the nature of reality. This theme is woven through
stories that feature mysterious phenomena or altered states of consciousness.

Notable Stories and Their Significance
Among the twelve stories, several stand out for their imaginative plots, memorable
characters, and thematic richness. The following highlights some of the most impactful
tales within the collection.

"The Third Level": A story that introduces the concept of a hidden portal to the past,1.
illustrating the allure and dangers of escaping to a simpler time.

"The Night Door": This narrative explores an enigmatic threshold that offers passage2.
to other dimensions, symbolizing the unknown and the human desire for
transcendence.

"The Woodrow Wilson Dime": A tale that combines historical intrigue with elements3.
of mystery, focusing on a coin that seems to hold temporal powers.

"A World of Difference": A story that examines parallel universes and the impact of4.
subtle changes in reality on individual lives.



"The Love Letter": This poignant narrative centers on communication across time,5.
highlighting themes of longing and connection beyond temporal boundaries.

Jack Finney’s Narrative Style and Techniques
Jack Finney’s writing in "About Time: 12 Short Stories" is characterized by a distinctive
narrative style marked by clarity, suspense, and vivid imagery. His storytelling techniques
contribute significantly to the immersive quality of the collection.

Meticulous Historical Detail
Finney’s narratives are often grounded in precise historical settings, which lend authenticity
and richness to his speculative elements. This attention to detail helps readers fully engage
with the time periods depicted.

Concise and Engaging Prose
The brevity of the short story format is handled expertly, with Finney crafting concise yet
emotionally resonant prose. Each story builds tension effectively and delivers satisfying
conclusions without unnecessary elaboration.

Use of Suspense and Mystery
Suspense is a key element throughout the collection, with Finney skillfully employing
mystery to drive the narrative forward. This technique keeps readers invested and eager to
uncover the stories’ resolutions.

Exploration of Psychological Themes
Beyond the speculative elements, Finney delves into psychological aspects, portraying
characters’ internal struggles, fears, and desires. This adds layers of complexity to the
seemingly straightforward plots.

Impact and Legacy of the Collection
"About Time: 12 Short Stories" holds an important place in Jack Finney’s oeuvre and in the
genre of speculative fiction. The collection has influenced writers and readers by
demonstrating how short stories can effectively explore profound themes related to time
and human existence.



Influence on Time Travel Literature
Finney’s exploration of time travel in these stories helped shape the literary treatment of
the concept, inspiring subsequent authors to approach the theme with both creativity and
emotional depth.

Contribution to the Short Story Genre
The collection exemplifies how short stories can encapsulate complex ideas within a limited
word count, showcasing Finney’s skill at balancing entertainment with intellectual
engagement.

Enduring Reader Appeal
Decades after publication, "About Time: 12 Short Stories" continues to attract readers
interested in speculative fiction, time travel, and narrative innovation, attesting to the
timeless quality of Finney’s work.

Rich exploration of time and memory

Blend of historical accuracy and speculative imagination

Masterful use of suspense and psychological insight

Significant influence on science fiction and fantasy genres

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'About Time: 12 Short
Stories' by Jack Finney?
The central theme of 'About Time: 12 Short Stories' revolves around time travel, nostalgia,
and the impact of changing or revisiting moments in the past.

Are the stories in 'About Time: 12 Short Stories'
interconnected or standalone?
The stories in 'About Time: 12 Short Stories' are standalone, each exploring different
scenarios and aspects related to time and its influence on human experiences.



When was 'About Time: 12 Short Stories' by Jack Finney
originally published?
Jack Finney's collection 'About Time: 12 Short Stories' was originally published in 1986.

What genres does 'About Time: 12 Short Stories' by
Jack Finney encompass?
'About Time: 12 Short Stories' primarily encompasses science fiction and speculative
fiction, with elements of suspense and fantasy centered around time travel.

Which story in 'About Time: 12 Short Stories' is the
most popular or acclaimed?
One of the most acclaimed stories in the collection is 'The Third Level,' which explores the
concept of an alternate time dimension and has been widely praised for its imaginative
narrative.

How does Jack Finney's writing style in 'About Time: 12
Short Stories' engage readers?
Jack Finney's writing style in the collection is characterized by clear, engaging prose, vivid
descriptions, and a blend of suspense and wonder that effectively immerses readers in the
intriguing possibilities of time travel.

Additional Resources
1. The Body Snatchers by Jack Finney
This classic science fiction novel by Jack Finney explores the terrifying concept of alien
invasion through the replacement of humans with emotionless duplicates. The story delves
into themes of identity, trust, and paranoia as the protagonist discovers the horrifying truth.
Finney’s masterful storytelling creates a suspenseful and chilling atmosphere that keeps
readers on edge.

2. Time and Again by Jack Finney
In this beloved novel, Finney takes readers on a captivating journey through time as the
protagonist uses a unique method to travel back to 1882 New York City. The book
beautifully captures the details of the past, blending historical fiction with an intriguing time
travel narrative. It’s a nostalgic and immersive read that explores love, mystery, and the
consequences of altering time.

3. From Time to Time by Jack Finney
A sequel to "Time and Again," this novel continues the adventures of Simon Morley as he
embarks on another time-traveling mission, this time involving a mystery from the past.
The story combines elements of romance, suspense, and historical intrigue, deepening the
exploration of time travel’s impact on human lives. Finney’s vivid descriptions and well-
drawn characters make this a compelling follow-up.



4. Invasion of the Body Snatchers and Other Stories by Jack Finney
This collection includes the famous novella "Invasion of the Body Snatchers" along with
several other short stories that showcase Finney’s talent for blending science fiction with
psychological suspense. The stories often explore themes of alienation, identity, and the
uncanny, reflecting Cold War era anxieties. It’s an excellent introduction to Finney’s short
fiction.

5. About Time: 12 Short Stories by Jack Finney
This anthology features twelve imaginative short stories centered around the theme of
time, including time travel, time slips, and the manipulation of time. Each story offers a
unique perspective on how time influences human experience, often with a twist ending.
Finney’s elegant prose and inventive plots make this collection a fascinating read for fans
of speculative fiction.

6. The Third Level by Jack Finney
A standout short story from Finney, "The Third Level" tells the tale of a man who discovers
a mysterious third platform at a New York train station that serves as a portal to the past.
The story explores nostalgia and the desire to escape the stresses of modern life through
time travel. It’s a poignant and thought-provoking narrative that captures Finney’s skill at
blending the mundane with the extraordinary.

7. Classic Time Travel Stories edited by Jack Finney
As an editor and contributor, Finney helped compile some of the most influential time travel
stories in this anthology. The collection includes works from various authors that explore
different dimensions of time travel, from paradoxes to adventures across eras. It serves as
both a tribute to the genre and a showcase of its many imaginative possibilities.

8. The Night Side by Jack Finney
This collection of Finney’s short stories delves into the supernatural and mysterious aspects
of time and reality. The tales often feature everyday characters encountering inexplicable
phenomena that challenge their understanding of the world. Finney’s ability to weave
suspense with subtle horror elements makes this book a gripping read.

9. Time and Again: The Classic Time Travel Novel by Jack Finney
A special edition of Finney’s iconic novel, this book highlights the timeless appeal of his
time travel narrative. It includes additional commentary and insights into the creation of the
story, enriching the reader’s appreciation of the novel’s historical and thematic depth. Ideal
for both new readers and longtime fans, this edition celebrates Finney’s legacy in
speculative fiction.
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