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The AICE International History Paper 2 is a critical component of the
Cambridge Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE) program,
designed to assess students' understanding of historical events, trends, and
themes. This paper emphasizes the analysis of primary and secondary sources,
encouraging students to develop their critical thinking and analytical
skills. In this article, we will delve into examples of topics, questions,
and approaches that students can use to excel in this examination.

Understanding AICE International History Paper
2

AICE International History Paper 2 covers a wide range of historical topics,
often focusing on specific events or periods that have shaped international
relations. Typically, the paper includes two sections:

- Section A: Candidates are required to answer questions based on provided
sources. This section tests students’ abilities to analyze and interpret
historical documents.

- Section B: Students respond to essay questions that require them to
integrate their knowledge of historical events with the skills of analysis
and argumentation.

The exam is designed to assess not only the students’ factual knowledge but
also their ability to critically engage with historical debates and
narratives.

Key Topics for AICE International History Paper
2

The scope of AICE International History Paper 2 is broad, encompassing
various significant themes and periods. Some key topics include:

- The Cold War (1947-1991)

- Origins of the Cold War

- Major conflicts and crises (e.g., the Cuban Missile Crisis, Vietnam War)
- The impact of the Cold War on global politics

- World War I (1914-1918)



- Causes of World War I
- Major battles and strategies
- Consequences and the Treaty of Versailles

- World War II (1939-1945)

- Causes and major events

- The Holocaust and war crimes

- The aftermath and the establishment of the United Nations

- Decolonization and Independence Movements

- Case studies of African and Asian nations

- The role of key figures (e.g., Mahatma Gandhi, Nelson Mandela)
- The impact of decolonization on global politics

- The Rise of Totalitarian Regimes

- Examination of fascism in Italy and Nazism in Germany

- Comparison of Stalinism in the Soviet Union

- The consequences of totalitarianism on society and international relations

Sample Questions for Section A

In Section A, students analyze historical sources. Here are examples of how
guestions may be structured around various topics:

1. Cold War Source Analysis

- “Evaluate the significance of the sources provided in illustrating the
reasons for the onset of the Cold War.”

- Sources may include speeches, political cartoons, or government documents
from the late 1940s.

2. World War I Document Interpretation

- “How do the sources reflect the differing perspectives on the Treaty of
Versailles?”

- This could involve political speeches from Allied leaders versus German
responses.

3. Decolonization Perspectives

- “Assess the different viewpoints on independence as illustrated in the
provided primary sources.”

- Sources could include letters from independence leaders and colonial
authorities.

Sample Questions for Section B

In Section B, students must compose essays. Here are some sample essay
guestions:



1. The Cold War

- “To what extent did ideological differences contribute to the escalation of
the Cold War?”

- This requires an examination of capitalist versus communist ideologies and
their global implications.

2. World War II

- “Discuss the impact of World War II on the geopolitical landscape of
Europe.”

- Students can analyze the division of Europe, the formation of NATO and the
Warsaw Pact, and the rise of superpowers.

3. Decolonization

- “Analyze the effectiveness of non-violent resistance in achieving
independence in India.”

- This question prompts students to discuss Gandhi’s methods and their
success compared to violent uprisings in other countries.

Approaching the Exam: Strategy and Tips

To excel in the AICE International History Paper 2, students should adopt
effective strategies and preparation methods:

1. Understand the Assessment Criteria

- Familiarize yourself with the grading rubric. Papers are typically assessed
on:

- Knowledge and understanding of historical contexts

- Analysis and interpretation of sources

- Quality of argumentation and structure in essays

2. Develop Analytical Skills

- Engage with primary and secondary sources regularly. Practice analyzing
different types of documents, focusing on:

- Author’s perspective

- Contextual background

- Purpose and audience

3. Practice Past Papers

- Use past exams to familiarize yourself with question formats and
expectations. Time yourself while practicing to simulate exam conditions.



4. Create a Study Schedule

- Organize your study time effectively by allocating specific periods for
each topic. Include time for review and self-testing.

5. Form Study Groups

- Collaborating with peers can enhance understanding. Discussing topics and
quizzing one another can reinforce knowledge.

Conclusion

The AICE International History Paper 2 is an opportunity for students to
showcase their understanding of significant historical events and their
analytical skills. By focusing on key topics, practicing source analysis, and
preparing for essay writing, students can enhance their performance on this
challenging exam. Engaging with historical debates and comprehensively
understanding the context of events will not only help in achieving a good
score but also foster a deeper appreciation of history as a discipline.
Through diligent preparation and strategic study habits, students can
navigate the complexities of international history and emerge successful in
their AICE examinations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is AICE International History Paper 2 focused
on?

AICE International History Paper 2 focuses on international relations and
events from the 19th and 20th centuries, emphasizing key themes such as
diplomacy, war, and political movements.

What types of questions can be expected in AICE
International History Paper 27

Questions may include source analysis, essay prompts comparing historical
events, and thematic questions that require students to evaluate different
perspectives on international issues.

How should students prepare for AICE International
History Paper 2?

Students should review key historical events, practice past paper questions,
and develop their analytical and essay-writing skills, focusing on



constructing clear arguments supported by evidence.

Can you provide an example of a past essay question
for AICE International History Paper 2?

An example of a past essay question is: 'To what extent was the Treaty of
Versailles a cause of World War II?' This requires students to evaluate the
treaty's impact on European stability.

What skills are assessed in AICE International
History Paper 2?

The assessment focuses on critical thinking, analytical skills, ability to
evaluate sources, and the capacity to construct coherent and well-argued
essays.

How important is source evaluation in AICE
International History Paper 27

Source evaluation is crucial as it allows students to assess the credibility,
context, and bias of historical documents and to use them effectively in
their arguments.

Are there any specific themes that frequently appear
in AICE International History Paper 2?

Common themes include imperialism, the causes and consequences of wars, the
rise and fall of ideologies, and the impact of key treaties on international
relations.

What is the format of the AICE International History
Paper 2 exam?

The exam typically consists of a combination of source-based questions and
essay questions, where students must demonstrate their understanding of
historical events and their significance.
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