
al capone does my shirts series
al capone does my shirts series is a captivating collection of young adult novels that
blend historical fiction with engaging storytelling. Set against the backdrop of Alcatraz
Island during the 1930s, this series explores themes of family, courage, and acceptance
through the eyes of its protagonist. The al capone does my shirts series has garnered
significant attention for its unique setting and well-developed characters, making it a
favorite among both educators and young readers. This article delves into the origins and
overview of the series, its main characters and plot, thematic elements, and its reception
and impact on contemporary young adult literature. Additionally, the article will highlight
why the al capone does my shirts series remains relevant and influential in today’s literary
landscape.
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Overview of the Al Capone Does My Shirts Series

The al capone does my shirts series is authored by Gennifer Choldenko and primarily
consists of novels set in the 1930s on Alcatraz Island, famously known as the site of the
federal penitentiary. The series provides a fictionalized account of life on the island,
focusing not on the inmates but on the families who lived there, particularly the children of
prison staff. The original novel, Al Capone Does My Shirts, was published in 2004 and
quickly became a critically acclaimed work for its historical accuracy and compelling
narrative.

Books in the Series

The al capone does my shirts series includes several books that follow the experiences of
the protagonist and his family. The major titles include:

Al Capone Does My Shirts (2004) – The first book introducing the characters and
setting.

Al Capone Shines My Shoes (2007) – The sequel continuing the story.



Al Capone Does My Homework (2014) – The third installment, further developing
the plot and characters.

Each book builds upon the previous, offering a deeper exploration of the challenges faced
by the protagonist and his family while providing insight into the era’s social dynamics.

Main Characters and Plot Details

The al capone does my shirts series centers around a young boy named Moose Flanagan
and his family as they navigate life on Alcatraz Island. The narrative is driven by Moose’s
experiences, challenges, and his relationship with his sister, Natalie, who has autism.

Protagonist: Moose Flanagan

Moose is the central character whose point of view guides readers through the complexities
of living on the island. His struggles to fit in, protect his sister, and cope with the strict
environment form the emotional core of the series. Moose’s personal growth and resilience
are key themes throughout the books.

Supporting Characters

The series features a variety of supporting characters that enrich the story, including:

Natalie Flanagan: Moose’s sister, whose autism adds depth to the family dynamics
and highlights issues related to disability awareness during the 1930s.

Mr. Flanagan: Moose’s father, a guard at Alcatraz, whose job affects the family’s life
profoundly.

Al Capone: The infamous gangster, who, while not the main focus, plays a symbolic
and occasional role in the storyline, adding authentic historical texture.

Piper Williams: Moose’s friend and potential love interest, providing additional
interpersonal conflict and growth.

Plot Overview



The plot of the al capone does my shirts series revolves around Moose’s attempts to adjust
to his new life on Alcatraz Island. The story addresses his efforts to help his sister, who
faces social and behavioral challenges, while managing school, friendships, and the
imposing presence of the prison and its notorious inmates. The narrative also explores
themes of secrecy, loyalty, and courage as Moose uncovers mysteries and navigates the
complexities of his environment.

Thematic Elements and Historical Context

The al capone does my shirts series is rich in thematic content and benefits from an
authentic historical setting. The books blend facts about Alcatraz Island with fictional
storytelling, making the series both educational and entertaining.

Historical Setting

Set during the Great Depression era, the series provides a vivid portrayal of life on Alcatraz
Island when it was a federal prison. The author meticulously incorporates historical details
about the prison’s operation, the lives of the guards and their families, and the social
atmosphere of the time. This setting helps readers understand a unique chapter in
American history.

Major Themes

The al capone does my shirts series addresses several important themes, including:

Family and Loyalty: The relationship between Moose and his sister Natalie
underscores the importance of family support and unconditional love.

Acceptance and Diversity: Through Natalie’s character, the series brings attention
to autism and challenges stereotypes about disabilities.

Courage and Adaptability: Moose’s journey illustrates how courage and
adaptability are essential to overcoming adversity.

Justice and Morality: The presence of inmates and the prison setting provoke
questions about justice, right and wrong, and personal ethics.

Friendship and Belonging: Themes of friendship and the need to belong resonate
throughout the series as Moose seeks connection in a difficult environment.



Reception and Impact of the Series

The al capone does my shirts series has been widely praised by critics, educators, and
readers for its engaging storytelling, historical accuracy, and thoughtful portrayal of
complex issues. The series has received several awards and has been used as a teaching
tool in schools to introduce students to history and social topics.

Critical Acclaim

The first book in the series won multiple awards, including the California Young Reader
Medal and the Massachusetts Children's Book Award. Critics have lauded the series for its
balance of humor, heart, and historical detail, which appeals to a broad audience of young
readers and adults alike.

Educational Use

Teachers frequently incorporate the al capone does my shirts series into classroom
curricula to promote discussions about the Great Depression, disability awareness, and
ethical decision-making. The books serve as a springboard for projects, writing
assignments, and social studies lessons.

Legacy and Continued Popularity

Years after its initial publication, the al capone does my shirts series remains relevant due
to its universal themes and compelling narrative. The books continue to be popular choices
in libraries and schools, highlighting their lasting impact on young adult literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main storyline of the 'Al Capone Does My
Shirts' series?
The series follows Moose Flanagan, a boy living on Alcatraz Island in the 1930s, as he
navigates life with his family and his sister's special needs, while dealing with the notorious
prison environment and trying to keep out of trouble.

Who is the author of the 'Al Capone Does My Shirts'



series?
The series is written by Gennifer Choldenko.

What themes are explored in the 'Al Capone Does My
Shirts' series?
The series explores themes such as family, acceptance, responsibility, the struggles of
living with special needs, and the challenges of growing up in a unique and difficult
environment.

Is 'Al Capone Does My Shirts' suitable for young
readers?
Yes, the series is targeted towards middle-grade readers and is suitable for ages 9-12,
offering engaging historical fiction with important life lessons.

How many books are in the 'Al Capone Does My Shirts'
series?
There are four books in the series: 'Al Capone Does My Shirts,' 'Al Capone Shines My Shoes,'
'Al Capone Does My Homework,' and 'Al Capone Throws Me a Curve.'

Additional Resources
1. Al Capone Shines My Shoes
This is the sequel to *Al Capone Does My Shirts*, continuing the story of Moose Flanagan
and his family as they navigate life on Alcatraz Island. Moose faces new challenges at
school and at home, while dealing with his sister's special needs and the infamous
gangster's looming presence. The book explores themes of family, acceptance, and
courage.

2. Al Capone Does My Homework
The third installment in the series finds Moose once again caught up in the mysteries and
drama surrounding Alcatraz. With his sister’s well-being and his own future at stake, Moose
must solve problems that test his loyalty and bravery. The novel blends historical facts with
engaging storytelling, emphasizing growth and resilience.

3. The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis
This historical fiction novel follows the Watson family as they travel from Michigan to
Alabama during a pivotal time in civil rights history. Like *Al Capone Does My Shirts*, it
combines humor, family dynamics, and serious themes to engage young readers. The story
offers insight into social justice and personal growth.

4. Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
Set during the Great Depression, this book tells the story of a young boy named Bud who
sets out to find his father. It shares a similar historical setting with *Al Capone Does My



Shirts* and features a strong young protagonist facing adversity with determination and
hope. The book is acclaimed for its warmth and historical detail.

5. Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli
This novel centers on Maniac Magee, a boy who becomes a legend in his town for his
extraordinary running skills and acts of kindness. Themes of family, belonging, and
overcoming prejudice resonate with those found in the *Al Capone Does My Shirts* series. It
is a compelling story about finding one’s place in the world.

6. The Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis
This story explores the experiences of a family during the civil rights movement, blending
humor with profound social themes. Its portrayal of family love and historical challenges
complements the tone and setting of the *Al Capone Does My Shirts* books. It offers
readers a powerful glimpse into American history.

7. Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse
Told in free verse, this novel captures the hardships of the Dust Bowl era through the eyes
of a young girl named Billie Jo. Like *Al Capone Does My Shirts*, it presents historical
challenges that shape the protagonist’s development and resilience. The book is praised for
its emotional depth and vivid imagery.

8. Cracker! The Best Dog in Vietnam by Cynthia Kadohata
This story follows a young boy and his dog during the Vietnam War, exploring themes of
loyalty, courage, and the impact of war on families. Similar to Moose’s story, it portrays a
young protagonist facing difficult circumstances with heart and determination. The novel
offers a poignant look at history and friendship.

9. Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt
A classic novel about a young girl who meets a family that cannot age, *Tuck Everlasting*
explores themes of life, death, and the choices we make. While different in setting from *Al
Capone Does My Shirts*, it shares a thoughtful look at growing up and the complexities of
life. The story is both magical and deeply reflective.
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