alpha kappa delta sociology

Alpha Kappa Delta Sociology is a significant organization within the field of sociology,
offering a platform for students and scholars to connect, share research, and foster a
deeper understanding of sociological principles. Founded in 1920 by sociologist Emory S.
Bogardus at the University of Southern California, Alpha Kappa Delta (AKD) has grown to
become one of the leading honor societies dedicated to the study of sociology. This article
will explore the origins, values, membership criteria, activities, and impact of Alpha Kappa
Delta in the field of sociology.

Origins and History

Alpha Kappa Delta was established during a time when sociology was emerging as a
distinct academic discipline. Emory S. Bogardus recognized the need for a society that
would not only honor academic excellence but also promote the study and application of
sociology in addressing social issues.

- Founding Year: 1920

- Founder: Emory S. Bogardus

- Initial Purpose: To promote excellence in scholarship and encourage the study of
sociology.

As the years passed, AKD expanded its reach and influence within academic circles. It
became a platform that connected students and faculty from various institutions, fostering
collaboration and research in sociology.

Mission and Values

The mission of Alpha Kappa Delta is to promote a scientific approach to the study of
sociology and to encourage its members to engage in social research that contributes to
the welfare of humanity. The core values of AKD include:

1. Academic Excellence: Recognizing and encouraging high academic performance in
sociology.

2. Research: Promoting sociological research that addresses real-world problems.

3. Social Responsibility: Encouraging members to apply sociological insights for the
betterment of society.

4. Community Engagement: Fostering connections among sociologists and enhancing
community involvement.

Membership Criteria

Membership in Alpha Kappa Delta is open to undergraduate and graduate students who



meet specific academic and ethical standards. The criteria for membership include:

Undergraduate Membership

- Academic Standing: Students must have completed at least 60 semester hours (or
equivalent) of college coursework.

- Sociology Courses: A minimum of 12 semester hours of sociology courses is required.
- GPA Requirement: A GPA of 3.0 or higher in sociology courses and an overall GPA of at
least 2.0 on a 4.0 scale.

- Character and Integrity: Applicants must demonstrate good moral character and a
commitment to the principles of sociology.

Graduate Membership

- Enrollment: Graduate students must be enrolled in a sociology program.

- Academic Performance: A minimum GPA of 3.5 in sociology courses is typically required.
- Research Contribution: Active participation in sociological research and scholarship is
encouraged.

Activities and Programs

Alpha Kappa Delta offers a variety of activities and programs designed to engage its
members and promote sociological research and scholarship.

Annual Meetings and Conferences

One of the most significant activities of AKD is the organization of annual meetings and
conferences where members can present their research, attend workshops, and network
with other sociologists. These events often feature:

- Research Presentations: Members can showcase their work and receive feedback from
peers and experienced scholars.

- Workshops: Sessions aimed at improving research skills, writing, and presentation
techniques.

- Networking Opportunities: A chance to connect with fellow sociologists and professionals
in the field.

Publications

AKD publishes a journal titled "Sociological Inquiry," which features peer-reviewed articles
that contribute to sociological knowledge. The journal serves as an important platform for



members to disseminate their research findings and engage with contemporary sociological
issues.

Community Engagement Initiatives

Alpha Kappa Delta promotes community engagement through various initiatives, including:
- Service Projects: Local chapter involvement in community service activities that apply
sociological principles to address social issues.

- Advocacy: Encouraging members to advocate for social justice and equity based on
sociological research and insights.

Impact on Sociology and Society

Alpha Kappa Delta plays a vital role in the sociology discipline and has a broader impact on
society in several ways.

Promotion of Sociological Research

By providing a platform for sociological research and scholarship, AKD encourages
members to explore pressing social issues. The research produced by its members often
contributes to a better understanding of social phenomena and informs policy decisions.

Fostering Academic Excellence

AKD's emphasis on academic excellence motivates students to pursue high standards in
their studies. By recognizing outstanding achievement, the organization cultivates a culture
of excellence within sociology departments across the country.

Community Awareness and Engagement

The community engagement initiatives led by AKD chapters raise awareness about social
issues and promote solutions based on sociological research. By participating in service
projects and advocacy efforts, members contribute to positive social change.

Conclusion

Alpha Kappa Delta Sociology is more than just an honor society; it is a vital community that
fosters academic excellence, promotes sociological research, and encourages social



responsibility among its members. With its rich history, clear mission, and commitment to
the principles of sociology, AKD continues to play a crucial role in shaping the future of
sociology as an academic discipline and a tool for social change. Through its various
programs and activities, AKD not only enhances the academic journey of its members but
also contributes to the betterment of society as a whole. As the field of sociology evolves,
the importance of organizations like Alpha Kappa Delta remains evident in their ability to
inspire and empower future generations of sociologists.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Alpha Kappa Delta?

Alpha Kappa Delta (AKD) is an international sociology honor society that promotes scholarly
research and the study of sociology. It recognizes academic excellence and encourages
sociological research and practices.

How can one become a member of Alpha Kappa Delta?

To become a member of Alpha Kappa Delta, students typically need to be enrolled in a
sociology program, have completed a certain number of sociology courses, maintain a
minimum GPA, and demonstrate a commitment to the field of sociology.

What are the benefits of joining Alpha Kappa Delta?

Members of Alpha Kappa Delta gain access to networking opportunities, scholarships,
professional development resources, and the chance to participate in research and
community service initiatives within the field of sociology.

What types of activities does Alpha Kappa Delta engage
in?
Alpha Kappa Delta engages in a variety of activities including organizing academic

conferences, publishing research, hosting workshops, and promoting community service
projects focused on sociological themes.

What is the significance of the Alpha Kappa Delta
motto?

The motto of Alpha Kappa Delta, 'The Study of Society,' reflects the society's mission to
encourage scholarly exploration of social behavior and societal issues, emphasizing the
importance of sociological research and education.

Are there any specific scholarships offered through
Alpha Kappa Delta?

Yes, Alpha Kappa Delta offers various scholarships and awards to its members, encouraging



them to pursue further education and research in sociology and related fields.

How does Alpha Kappa Delta contribute to the field of
sociology?

Alpha Kappa Delta contributes to the field of sociology by fostering academic excellence,
promoting research, and encouraging members to apply sociological knowledge to address
social issues and improve communities.

Can non-students participate in Alpha Kappa Delta
activities?

While membership is typically limited to students, Alpha Kappa Delta often allows alumni
and other interested individuals to participate in certain activities, such as conferences and
community service events.
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