
amazon women on the moon
Amazon Women on the Moon is a cult classic film released in 1987 that combines elements
of science fiction, comedy, and satire. It is an anthology of sketches and short films that
parody various aspects of life, media, and the absurdity of human existence. The film’s
unique structure and humor make it a standout in the genre, and it has garnered a loyal
following over the years. In this article, we will delve into the film’s background, its key
segments, themes, and its lasting impact on popular culture.

Background of the Film

The film was produced by a collaboration of talented filmmakers including Joe Dante, Allan
Arkush, and Paul Bartel, among others. It was released by Universal Pictures and was a
follow-up to the 1981 film "Amazon Women on the Moon," which was itself inspired by the
low-budget films of the past, particularly the science fiction and horror genres.

Production and Inspiration

- Creative Team: The film was crafted by a group of writers and directors who were well-
versed in creating parody and satire. Many of them had previously worked on television
shows such as "Saturday Night Live" and "The Twilight Zone."

- Cultural Context: Released during the late 1980s, the film reflects the socio-political
climate of the time, addressing issues such as feminism, consumerism, and media
influence. It stands as a critique of the entertainment industry while providing a humorous
commentary on the absurdities of modern life.

Key Segments of the Film

Amazon Women on the Moon is structured as a series of interconnected sketches, each
with its own unique storyline, characters, and humor. Below are some of the most notable
segments that define the film:

1. The "Amazon Women" Theme

- Plot Overview: The film opens with a parody of the classic B-movie genre, featuring a
group of Amazon women who are strong, independent, and ready to take on the world. This
segment sets the tone for the film, highlighting themes of female empowerment while
simultaneously poking fun at the genre's tropes.

- Characterization: The Amazon women are portrayed as both fierce and comedic,



embodying exaggerated stereotypes that challenge traditional depictions of women in
media. Characters like the Amazon Queen showcase both strength and vulnerability,
creating a complex portrayal that resonates with audiences.

2. Commercial Parodies

One of the standout features of Amazon Women on the Moon is its clever commercial
parodies, which critique the consumer culture of the 1980s.

- Notable Parodies:
- "The Moon's Best Products": A spoof on late-night infomercials that showcases absurd
products designed for lunar living.
- "The New Wave of Fashion": A tongue-in-cheek look at fashion trends, featuring
outrageous styles that play on the ridiculousness of high fashion.

- Impact: These segments serve to highlight the absurdity of consumerism and the lengths
to which advertisers will go to sell products, making a poignant statement about the nature
of modern marketing.

3. The Interstitials

Throughout the film, there are various interstitial segments that serve as transitions
between the main sketches.

- Format: These interstitials often take the form of mock advertisements or television
shows, creating a fluid narrative that keeps viewers engaged. They often feature recurring
characters or themes, tying the film together.

- Humor Style: The humor in these segments ranges from slapstick to witty wordplay,
appealing to a broad audience while maintaining the film’s satirical edge.

Themes Explored in the Film

Amazon Women on the Moon is rich in thematic content, often using humor to explore
deeper societal issues.

1. Feminism and Gender Roles

- Empowerment vs. Stereotypes: The film portrays women in powerful roles, challenging
traditional gender norms. However, it also uses humor to highlight the absurdity of these
stereotypes, creating a layered commentary on femininity in media.

- Character Dynamics: The interactions between male and female characters often subvert



expectations, with women taking the lead in both action and decision-making processes.

2. Media Critique

- Satire of Television and Film: The film serves as a critique of the entertainment industry,
exposing its flaws and excesses. By parodying television commercials, shows, and movie
tropes, it encourages viewers to question the media they consume.

- Cultural Commentary: The sketches reflect the ways in which media shapes societal
values and perceptions, particularly regarding gender and consumerism.

3. Absurdity of Human Experience

- Surreal Humor: Many segments embrace absurdist humor, highlighting the bizarre nature
of life. This is exemplified in skits that portray everyday situations as exaggerated and
ridiculous.

- Existential Undertones: Beneath the humor lies a commentary on the human condition,
prompting viewers to reflect on their own lives and the absurdities they encounter.

Impact on Popular Culture

Amazon Women on the Moon has left a lasting legacy in popular culture, influencing
subsequent films and television shows.

1. Cult Status

- Fan Following: The film has developed a dedicated cult following over the years, with fans
celebrating its unique blend of humor and social commentary. It is often screened at film
festivals and midnight movie events.

- Quotable Lines: Many lines and sketches from the film have become iconic, often quoted
or referenced in other media.

2. Influence on Parody Films

- Genre Evolution: The film helped pave the way for a new wave of parody films in the late
80s and 90s, such as "Airplane!" and "The Naked Gun." Its unique structure and humor
style influenced how comedy could be approached in film.

- Television Impact: The sketch format and comedic style have also influenced television



shows, particularly those that employ a similar blend of satire and absurdity, like "Mad TV"
and "Saturday Night Live."

3. Feminist Discourse

- Re-examination of Gender Roles: The film’s portrayal of empowered women has
contributed to ongoing discussions about feminism in media. Its humorous take on gender
roles invites re-examination of how women are depicted in entertainment.

- Cultural Legacy: As society continues to grapple with issues of gender equality and
representation, Amazon Women on the Moon remains a relevant piece of cultural
commentary that encourages critical thought and dialogue.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Amazon Women on the Moon is more than just a comedic film; it is a cultural
artifact that reflects the complexities of gender, media, and society. Through its clever
parody and engaging sketches, it challenges viewers to confront the absurdities of modern
life. Its impact on popular culture and its enduring appeal speak to the film's ability to
resonate with audiences across generations. Whether through its humor, its critique of
societal norms, or its celebration of female empowerment, the film remains a significant
piece of cinematic history that continues to inspire and entertain.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the premise of 'Amazon Women on the Moon'?
'Amazon Women on the Moon' is a 1987 comedy film that parodies late-night television and
features a series of comedic sketches, including a fictional film about a group of women on
the moon.

Who directed 'Amazon Women on the Moon'?
The film is directed by a variety of directors including Joe Dante, and features segments by
other notable filmmakers like John Landis and Carl Gottlieb.

What genre does 'Amazon Women on the Moon' belong
to?
The film is primarily a comedy, specifically a parody that satirizes various tropes of science
fiction and late-night television.



How does 'Amazon Women on the Moon' reflect the
culture of the 1980s?
The film reflects the 1980s culture through its humor, which often critiques consumerism,
television culture, and the social norms of the time.

Who are some of the notable actors in 'Amazon Women
on the Moon'?
The film features a cast including Steve Forrest, Rosanna Arquette, Griffin Dunne, and
David Alan Grier.

What is one of the memorable sketches from 'Amazon
Women on the Moon'?
One memorable sketch is 'The Farmer and the Cowman', which humorously portrays a
farmer's reaction to the arrival of extraterrestrial women.

Did 'Amazon Women on the Moon' receive any critical
acclaim?
Though it has a cult following, 'Amazon Women on the Moon' received mixed reviews upon
release, with critics praising its clever sketches but noting its unevenness.

What impact did 'Amazon Women on the Moon' have on
future comedy films?
The film's blend of sketch comedy and satire influenced later anthology comedies, paving
the way for films that use similar formats and humor styles.

Is 'Amazon Women on the Moon' available for
streaming?
Yes, 'Amazon Women on the Moon' can be found on various streaming platforms, but
availability may vary by region.
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