
america the story of us division answer
key
America: The Story of Us Division Answer Key

"America: The Story of Us" is a landmark documentary series produced by History
Channel that chronicles the compelling journey of the United States from its inception to
modern times. One of the most critical episodes in this series is focused on the theme of
division, exploring the societal, political, and economic factors that have led to significant
divides in American history. Understanding the answer key to this episode can provide
insights into these divisions and their implications. This article delves into the key aspects
of the episode "Division" and offers a comprehensive understanding for students and
history enthusiasts alike.

Overview of the Episode

The "Division" episode of "America: The Story of Us" highlights the turbulent periods in
American history that have led to significant divides within the nation. The episode
primarily focuses on:

- The Civil War era
- The Great Depression
- The Civil Rights Movement
- Contemporary political polarization

Each of these sections illustrates how economic, social, and political factors contribute to
divisions within American society.

1. The Civil War Era

The Civil War (1861-1865) remains one of the most defining moments in American history,
representing a profound division between the Northern and Southern states. This segment
of the episode discusses several key factors:

- Slavery: The moral and economic implications of slavery created a rift that could not be
bridged.
- States’ Rights vs. Federal Authority: Southern states believed in the rights of states to
govern themselves, while the North favored a strong federal government.
- Economic Differences: The industrial economy of the North contrasted sharply with the
agrarian economy of the South, leading to different political interests.

The episode addresses how these factors culminated in a civil conflict that would
ultimately reshape the nation.



2. The Great Depression

The economic turmoil of the 1930s added another layer of division within America. During
this period, the episode explores:

- Economic Disparities: The Great Depression disproportionately affected different regions
and social classes, leading to increased tensions.
- Government Response: The New Deal policies implemented by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt were both controversial and divisive, sparking debates about the role of
government in economic recovery.
- Social Movements: The hardships led to the rise of various social movements advocating
for workers' rights and economic reforms, further polarizing opinions.

The Great Depression illustrated how economic crises can exacerbate existing divisions
and create new ones.

3. The Civil Rights Movement

The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s marked another significant period of
division in American history. This segment of the episode highlights:

- Racial Inequality: Systematic racism and segregation created deep divisions, particularly
in the Southern states.
- Activism and Resistance: Figures like Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X emerged,
advocating for civil rights and justice, while others resisted these changes vehemently.
- Legislation: The passage of key legislation, such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
represented a turning point but also sparked backlash and division within various
communities.

The Civil Rights Movement demonstrated how the fight for equality can lead to both
progress and further division.

4. Contemporary Political Polarization

In recent years, the United States has witnessed a significant increase in political
polarization. The episode discusses:

- Partisan Divide: The growing divide between Democrats and Republicans has led to a
lack of cooperation in governance.
- Media Influence: The rise of partisan media outlets has contributed to the division,
creating echo chambers that reinforce existing beliefs.
- Social Media: Platforms like Facebook and Twitter have exacerbated divisions by
allowing misinformation to spread and polarizing content to flourish.

This contemporary divide poses challenges for American democracy, as collaboration and
compromise become increasingly difficult.



Key Themes and Insights

The "Division" episode encapsulates several key themes that resonate throughout
American history. Understanding these themes is crucial for grasping the complexities of
division in the United States.

1. The Role of Economic Factors

Economic disparities have consistently been a driving force behind division. Whether
during the Civil War or the Great Depression, economic interests often dictate political
alignments and societal tensions. The patterns observed in these historical contexts are
relevant today, as economic inequality continues to influence American politics.

2. The Impact of Social Movements

Social movements have historically played a pivotal role in addressing division. The Civil
Rights Movement serves as a prime example of how activism can challenge the status quo,
although it can also provoke significant backlash. Understanding the impact of social
movements can help contextualize modern activism and its effects on societal divisions.

3. The Evolution of Political Ideology

The evolution of political ideologies in America has contributed to the current state of
division. As parties have shifted and changed over time, the ideological divide has
deepened. Recognizing this evolution is essential for understanding contemporary political
dynamics.

4. The Influence of Technology

The role of technology, particularly social media, plays a crucial part in shaping public
discourse today. The ability to connect and disseminate information rapidly can both unite
and divide, making it a powerful tool in the context of modern political polarization.

Conclusion

"America: The Story of Us Division" serves as a powerful reminder of the historical and
contemporary factors that have shaped divisions within American society. By examining
the Civil War, the Great Depression, the Civil Rights Movement, and modern political
polarization, viewers gain a comprehensive understanding of how these divisions have
developed over time.



Understanding the answer key to this episode not only aids in academic pursuits but also
enriches one’s appreciation of the complexities of American history. As the nation
continues to grapple with division, lessons from the past can inform future efforts toward
unity and understanding. The narrative of division is not just a historical account; it is an
ongoing story that invites reflection, dialogue, and action.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the 'Division' episode in
'America: The Story of Us'?
The primary focus is on the Civil War and the deep national divides that led to conflict
between the North and South.

How does 'Division' depict the impact of slavery on
American society?
The episode highlights how slavery created profound economic, social, and political
divides that ultimately led to the Civil War.

What key events are covered in the 'Division' episode?
Key events covered include the election of Abraham Lincoln, the secession of Southern
states, and significant battles like Gettysburg.

How does the episode illustrate the role of individuals
during the Civil War?
It showcases figures like Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, and various soldiers who
played crucial roles in shaping the conflict and its outcomes.

What visual storytelling techniques are used in
'Division' to convey its message?
The episode uses dramatic reenactments, archival footage, and expert commentary to
create an engaging narrative about the Civil War.

In what ways does 'Division' address the concept of
national identity in America?
The episode explores how the Civil War challenged and reshaped the idea of what it meant
to be American, as the nation grappled with issues of freedom and equality.



What are some of the lasting effects of the conflicts
depicted in 'Division'?
The lasting effects include ongoing racial tensions, the Reconstruction era, and the long-
term political and social ramifications of the Civil War.

How does 'Division' relate to contemporary issues in
America?
The episode draws parallels between historical divisions and current societal issues,
highlighting themes of polarization and the struggle for civil rights.
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