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American Bible Society Good News Bible is a translation that has profoundly impacted English-
speaking communities since its first publication. Known for its accessibility and clarity, this version
has made the scriptures more approachable for a broad audience. The American Bible Society (ABS),
established in 1816, has played a pivotal role in promoting Bible literacy and distribution across
various demographics. The Good News Bible (GNB), originally known as the Today's English Version
(TEV), was designed to provide an easy-to-understand translation that resonates with contemporary
readers. In this article, we will explore the history, characteristics, significance, and usage of the Good
News Bible.

History of the Good News Bible

Origins and Development

The Good News Bible was first published in 1966 by the American Bible Society, with the intention of
creating a translation that was straightforward and relatable. The project began in the early 1960s
when a team of translators recognized the need for a version of the Bible that could reach those with
limited reading skills or those who spoke English as a second language. The translation was crafted
using dynamic equivalence, which prioritizes conveying the thought or meaning of the original texts
rather than a word-for-word translation.

Key Milestones

1. 1966: The New Testament was first published as the Today's English Version (TEV).
2. 1976: The complete Good News Bible, including both the Old and New Testaments, was released.
3. 1992: The New Revised Good News Bible was published, updating some language and style to
reflect contemporary usage.
4. 2001: The Good News Translation (GNT) name was introduced to emphasize its translation quality
while retaining the original GNB's accessibility.

Characteristics of the Good News Bible

Translation Philosophy

The Good News Bible employs a dynamic equivalence translation philosophy, which means that the
translators aimed to translate ideas and concepts rather than sticking rigidly to the original text's
wording. This approach has several benefits:



- Clarity: The language used is simple and straightforward, making it easier for readers to grasp
complex theological concepts.
- Cultural Relevance: The translation incorporates contemporary idioms and phrases, making it
relatable to modern audiences.
- Inclusivity: The GNB is suitable for various reading levels, including children, non-native English
speakers, and those with limited literacy skills.

Language and Style

The Good News Bible is characterized by its use of everyday language. Some specific features
include:

- Short Sentences: The translation often uses shorter sentences to improve readability.
- Common Vocabulary: The GNB avoids archaic or complex words, opting for terms that are commonly
understood.
- Inclusive Language: Efforts have been made to use gender-inclusive language where appropriate,
reflecting a more modern understanding of inclusivity.

Significance of the Good News Bible

Accessibility and Outreach

One of the primary goals of the American Bible Society in publishing the Good News Bible was to
make the scriptures accessible to as many people as possible. This has resulted in several significant
outcomes:

- Educational Use: The GNB is widely used in schools, particularly in religious education contexts,
where students can engage with biblical texts without encountering language barriers.
- Evangelistic Efforts: Many churches and missionary organizations distribute the Good News Bible as
part of their outreach programs, aiming to introduce the Bible to those unfamiliar with its teachings.
- Multilingual Editions: The GNB has been translated into numerous languages, furthering its reach
and impact globally.

Ecumenical Acceptance

The Good News Bible has received acceptance across various Christian denominations. Its clear
language and accessible style have made it a favorite among different traditions, including:

- Protestant Churches: Many Protestant denominations utilize the GNB in worship services and
personal study.
- Catholic Church: The GNB is approved by the Catholic Church for use in liturgy and education,
providing a bridge between different Christian practices.
- Non-Denominational Settings: The translation is often favored in non-denominational churches for its



straightforward presentation of biblical texts.

Usage of the Good News Bible

Personal Study and Devotion

The Good News Bible is an excellent choice for individual study and devotion. Its clarity allows readers
to reflect on scripture without getting bogged down by complex language. Many individuals find the
GNB useful for:

- Daily Devotions: The accessible language makes it easy to engage with scripture each day.
- Scripture Memorization: The straightforward phrasing lends itself well to memorization efforts.
- Group Studies: Bible study groups often utilize the GNB to facilitate discussions among members
with varying levels of familiarity with the text.

Educational Settings

In educational contexts, the Good News Bible has become a valuable resource for teachers and
students alike. Its features make it particularly suitable for:

- Religious Education: Many religious education programs incorporate the GNB to help students
understand biblical principles and stories.
- Literacy Programs: The translation is also used in literacy programs aimed at improving reading
skills while introducing participants to foundational biblical texts.
- Homeschooling: Parents who homeschool their children often choose the GNB for its accessibility
and ease of understanding.

Critiques and Limitations

While the Good News Bible has received widespread acclaim, it is not without its critiques. Some
points of contention include:

- Translation Accuracy: Critics argue that the dynamic equivalence approach may lead to a loss of
some nuances present in the original texts.
- Theological Concerns: Certain theological groups may prefer more literal translations, feeling that
the GNB does not adequately convey specific doctrinal points.
- Cultural Context: Some readers believe that the contemporary language may inadvertently strip
away the historical and cultural richness of the original texts.



Conclusion

The American Bible Society Good News Bible has played an essential role in making scripture
accessible to a diverse audience. Its clear language, contemporary idioms, and inclusive approach
have allowed millions to engage with the Bible meaningfully. While it has its critiques, the GNB
remains a valuable resource for personal study, education, and outreach efforts. The ongoing
commitment of the American Bible Society to promote Bible literacy ensures that the Good News
Bible will continue to serve as a bridge to understanding the teachings of Christianity for generations
to come. As readers seek to deepen their faith and understanding of scripture, the Good News Bible
stands as a testament to the power of clear communication in the pursuit of spiritual knowledge.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Good News Bible published by the American Bible
Society?
The Good News Bible (GNB), also known as the Good News Translation (GNT), is a contemporary
English translation of the Bible published by the American Bible Society. It was first released in 1966
and aims to make the scriptures accessible and understandable to modern readers.

How does the Good News Bible differ from other Bible
translations?
The Good News Bible uses simple, everyday language and aims for clarity and readability, making it
particularly suitable for those who may struggle with more traditional translations. It is often used in
educational settings and by individuals seeking a straightforward understanding of biblical texts.

What age group is the Good News Bible intended for?
The Good News Bible is designed for a wide audience, including children, teenagers, and adults. Its
clear and accessible language makes it particularly suitable for young readers and those new to the
Bible.

Are there any specific features of the Good News Bible that
enhance its usability?
Yes, the Good News Bible includes features like illustrations, maps, and an easy-to-read layout, as
well as helpful notes and introductions to each book. These elements aid in comprehension and
provide context, making it easier for readers to engage with the text.

Is the Good News Bible available in digital formats?
Yes, the Good News Bible is available in various digital formats, including eBooks and apps, allowing
readers to access the text on smartphones, tablets, and computers. This accessibility has contributed
to its continued popularity.



How has the Good News Bible impacted Bible reading and
study in the United States?
The Good News Bible has significantly impacted Bible reading and study by making the scriptures
more accessible to a broader audience. Its plain language and user-friendly features have encouraged
many to engage with the Bible who might otherwise feel intimidated by more complex translations.
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