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American Family of the Colonial Era Paper Dolls Tom Tierney are a captivating way to explore the
rich history and culture of early America. These paper dolls, designed by renowned artist Tom
Tierney, transport us back to a time when the colonial lifestyle flourished. Tierney’s meticulous
attention to detail and historical accuracy brings to life the clothing, family roles, and societal norms
of the 18th century. In this article, we will delve into the significance of paper dolls, the artistic
contributions of Tom Tierney, the colonial family structure, and how these paper dolls serve as an
educational tool for understanding American history.

The Art of Paper Dolls

Paper dolls have been a cherished pastime for children and adults alike for centuries. They allow
users to engage creatively with fashion, storytelling, and history. The popularity of paper dolls can
be traced back to the 18th century, where they were often used as teaching tools and toys.

Historical Context

- Origin: The first known paper dolls appeared in Europe in the late 1700s. They were typically made
from thin cardboard and depicted various characters in elaborate costumes.
- Functionality: Initially, paper dolls served as a means for children to play dress-up and engage in
imaginative storytelling. They were also used to showcase fashion trends of the time.
- Cultural Significance: Beyond mere entertainment, paper dolls provided insight into societal norms,
gender roles, and cultural practices of different eras.

Tom Tierney’s Contributions

Tom Tierney, a prominent figure in the world of paper dolls, has created an extensive collection that
spans various historical periods. His work is characterized by:

- Attention to Detail: Tierney’s paper dolls are notable for their intricate designs and faithful
representations of historical attire.
- Educational Value: Each set typically includes informative background text about the time period,
the clothing styles, and the roles represented by the dolls.
- Diversity of Themes: While Tierney has produced dolls from a variety of eras, his focus on American
history, particularly the colonial era, has made a significant impact on the genre.

The Colonial Family Structure



Understanding the structure of a colonial family is essential to appreciate the nuances of Tierney's
paper dolls. Families during this time were typically large, often consisting of extended relatives.
This structure was influenced by various factors, including economic conditions and cultural norms.

Family Roles

- Father: The patriarch was often the primary breadwinner, responsible for providing for the family
through agriculture, trade, or craftsmanship.
- Mother: Women managed the household, which included cooking, sewing, and child-rearing. They
also played a crucial role in maintaining the family’s social and economic standing.
- Children: Children contributed to family work from a young age, helping with chores, tending to
livestock, or assisting in family businesses.

Dress and Attire

The clothing worn by colonial families was not just a matter of fashion but also a reflection of their
social status and occupation. Tierney’s paper dolls showcase:

- Materials: Common fabrics included wool, linen, and cotton. Wealthier families had access to finer
materials and dyes.
- Styles: Men wore breeches, waistcoats, and tricorn hats, while women donned long dresses with
petticoats and bonnets. Children’s clothing often mirrored adult styles but was designed for ease of
movement.
- Accessories: Items such as shoes, gloves, and jewelry were important for both functionality and
style.

The Educational Role of Paper Dolls

American Family of the Colonial Era Paper Dolls by Tom Tierney serve not only as a delightful form
of entertainment but also as valuable educational tools. They can be used in various contexts to
foster learning and engagement with history.

Interactive Learning Tool

- Hands-On Experience: Paper dolls allow learners to engage in tactile activities, making history
more relatable and memorable.
- Role-Playing: Children (and adults) can role-play historical scenarios, deepening their
understanding of colonial life and family dynamics.
- Connection to Curriculum: Educators can integrate paper dolls into history lessons, art classes, and
social studies, creating a multidisciplinary approach to learning.



Encouraging Creativity

- Custom Designs: Users can create their own outfits and accessories, encouraging creativity and
innovative thinking.
- Storytelling: Paper dolls can be used to narrate stories, enabling individuals to craft their own
historical narratives based on research and imagination.


