american history for 3rd graders

American history is a fascinating story filled with exciting events, important people, and amazing
places. It tells us how our country was formed and how it has changed over time. This article will help
you understand the key parts of American history, from the very beginning until now. Let's take a
journey through time together!

1. The First People in America

Long before Europeans arrived, America was home to many Native American tribes. These tribes had
their own unique cultures, languages, and ways of life. They lived in harmony with nature and
developed communities based on hunting, fishing, and farming.

Some Native American Tribes:

¢ The Cherokee
¢ The Sioux
e The Iroquois

e The Navajo

Each tribe had its own traditions, stories, and beliefs, which are still celebrated today.

2. The Arrival of Europeans

In the late 1400s, European explorers began to arrive in America. They were looking for new lands
and resources. One of the most famous explorers was Christopher Columbus, who sailed across the
ocean in 1492. His journey opened the door for many more explorers and settlers.

Key Events of Exploration:

1. 1492: Christopher Columbus reaches the Americas.
2. 1513: Juan Ponce de Ledn explores Florida.

3. 1534: Jacques Cartier sails to Canada.



These explorers faced many challenges, including harsh weather, unfamiliar territories, and
sometimes conflicts with Native American tribes.

3. The Thirteen Colonies

As more Europeans settled in America, they established the Thirteen Colonies along the East Coast.
These colonies were important because they eventually led to the formation of the United States.

The Thirteen Colonies:

1. Virginia

2. Massachusetts
3. Maryland

4. Rhode Island
5. Connecticut
6. New York

7. New Jersey

8. Pennsylvania
9. Delaware

10. North Carolina
11. South Carolina

12. Georgia

Each colony had its own government and way of life, but they all shared some common challenges,
such as British rule.

4. The American Revolution

In the 1760s and 1770s, the colonies began to feel unhappy with British rule. They wanted more
freedom and the right to make their own laws. This led to the American Revolution, a war fought for



independence from Britain.
Important Events of the Revolution:

1. 1775: The Battles of Lexington and Concord mark the start of the war.
2. 1776: The Declaration of Independence is signed, declaring the colonies free.

3. 1781: The British surrender at Yorktown, effectively ending the war.

The American Revolution was a crucial time in history because it showed that people could fight for
their rights and create a new government.

5. The Creation of the United States

After winning the war, the colonies came together to form a new nation called the United States of
America. In 1787, the Founding Fathers gathered to write the Constitution, which is the supreme law
of the land. The Constitution outlines how the government works and protects the rights of the
people.

The Bill of Rights:

To ensure the rights of citizens, the first ten amendments to the Constitution were added. These
amendments are known as the Bill of Rights and include important freedoms, such as:

e The right to free speech
e The right to practice any religion
e The right to bear arms

e The right to a fair trial

These rights help protect individual freedom and ensure justice for all.

6. Westward Expansion



In the 1800s, many Americans began to move westward in search of new opportunities and land. This
period is known as Westward Expansion. People traveled in covered wagons and settled in new
territories, which were often home to Native Americans.

Key Events of Westward Expansion:

1. 1803: The Louisiana Purchase doubles the size of the country.
2. 1849: The California Gold Rush attracts thousands of settlers.

3. 1862: The Homestead Act encourages settlement of the West.

While this expansion brought many opportunities, it also caused conflicts with Native Americans, as
settlers took over their lands.

7. The Civil War

By the mid-1800s, the United States faced a major crisis over slavery. The northern states wanted to
end slavery, while the southern states wanted to keep it. This disagreement led to the Civil War, a
conflict fought from 1861 to 1865.

Key Events of the Civil War:

1. 1861: The war begins when Confederate forces attack Fort Sumter.

2. 1863: President Abraham Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation, freeing enslaved
people in the South.

3. 1865: The war ends with the surrender of the Confederate Army at Appomattox Court House.

The Civil War was a turning point in American history. It led to the abolition of slavery and helped to
reshape the nation.

8. The Civil Rights Movement

In the 1950s and 1960s, many Americans fought for equal rights for all people, regardless of race.
This period is known as the Civil Rights Movement. Leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks



played important roles in this movement.

Important Events of the Civil Rights Movement:

1. 1954: Brown v. Board of Education declares that segregated schools are unconstitutional.
2. 1963: Martin Luther King Jr. delivers his famous "l Have a Dream" speech.

3. 1964: The Civil Rights Act is passed, outlawing discrimination based on race.

The Civil Rights Movement made significant progress toward equality and justice for all Americans.

9. Modern America

Today, the United States is a diverse nation made up of people from many different backgrounds. We
continue to learn from our history and work toward a better future. Important issues such as
education, the environment, and equality still affect us today.

Key Features of Modern America:

e Diverse culture that includes various traditions, languages, and foods.
e Technological advancements, such as computers and the internet.

¢ Ongoing discussions about rights and freedoms for all people.

Understanding American history helps us appreciate our past and guides us in making positive
choices for the future.

Conclusion

American history is an incredible journey filled with triumphs, challenges, and lessons learned. By
studying our past, we can better understand who we are today and how we can build a brighter
future. Remember, history is not just about dates and events; it's about the people and stories that
shape our nation. So, keep exploring, asking questions, and learning about the amazing history of
America!



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first President of the United States?

George Washington was the first President of the United States.

What did the Declaration of Independence do?

The Declaration of Independence declared that the American colonies were free from British rule.

What is the national anthem of the United States?

The national anthem of the United States is 'The Star-Spangled Banner'.

What did Martin Luther King Jr. fight for?

Martin Luther King Jr. fought for civil rights and equality for all people, especially African Americans.

What was the Underground Railroad?

The Underground Railroad was a secret network that helped enslaved people escape to freedom.

Why do we celebrate the Fourth of July?

We celebrate the Fourth of July to remember the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 1776.

Who was Abraham Lincoln?

Abraham Lincoln was the 16th President of the United States and he helped end slavery.

What was the first permanent English settlement in America?

The first permanent English settlement in America was Jamestown, founded in 1607.
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