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Introduction to An American in Paris and Gene
Kelly

An American in Paris is a classic musical film that debuted in 1951, celebrated for its
vibrant choreography, stunning visuals, and memorable score. Directed by Vincente
Minnelli and featuring iconic performances, the film stands as a hallmark of the golden
age of Hollywood musicals. At the helm of its captivating dance sequences and dynamic
storytelling is the legendary Gene Kelly, whose talent and charisma brought the character
of Jerry Mulligan to life. This article will delve into the film's significance, its production,
and the indelible mark Gene Kelly left on both the film and the world of dance.

The Storyline of An American in Paris

An American in Paris tells the story of Jerry Mulligan, an American expatriate and aspiring
painter living in post-World War II Paris. The film beautifully captures the essence of
Parisian life, showcasing its art, culture, and romance.

Plot Overview

The plot revolves around Jerry's experiences as he navigates life in the City of Light. Key
points of the storyline include:

1. The Arrival: Jerry arrives in Paris with dreams of becoming an artist, immersing
himself in the city's rich artistic heritage.

2. Romantic Entanglements: He falls for Lise Bouvier, a French woman engaged to
another man, adding complexity to his pursuit of love.

3. Friendship and Rivalry: Jerry's friendship with fellow American songwriter Adam
Cook, who has his own romantic interests, creates tension and comedic moments.

4. Art and Expression: The film explores themes of art and personal expression,
culminating in a spectacular ballet sequence that showcases the characters' inner
emotions.



Gene Kelly's Role as Jerry Mulligan

Gene Kelly's portrayal of Jerry Mulligan is one of the defining performances of his career.
His unique blend of dance, acting, and charm made the character resonate with audiences
and showcased Kelly's immense talent.

Kelly's Background and Dance Style

Gene Kelly was born on August 23, 1912, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He trained in
various forms of dance and became known for his innovative choreography and style.
Notably, his approach to dance included:

e Naturalism: Kelly's dance style was characterized by a sense of realism, making it
relatable and accessible.

* Energy and Athleticism: His performances exuded energy, often incorporating
elements of athleticism that set him apart from his contemporaries.

e Integration of Dance and Storytelling: Kelly masterfully blended dance with
narrative, using movement to enhance character development and plot progression.

Iconic Dance Sequences

The film is renowned for its dance sequences, each showcasing Kelly's remarkable talent.
Some standout moments include:

1. "I Got Rhythm": This lively number features Kelly dancing alongside a group of children,
highlighting his ability to engage with his surroundings.

2. The Ballet Sequence: The film culminates in an elaborate ballet that transforms the
narrative into a visual spectacle. This sequence, both dreamlike and emotive, captures the
essence of Jerry's longing and creativity.

3. "S'Wonderful": A romantic duet between Kelly and Leslie Caron (who played Lise), this
dance beautifully expresses their characters' feelings for one another.

The Musical Score and Cultural Impact

The music of An American in Paris is a significant aspect of its legacy. Composed by
George Gershwin, the score features some of his most beloved works, including the titular
piece "An American in Paris," which serves as both a symphonic poem and a musical
backdrop for the film.



Influence of Gershwin's Music

Gershwin's compositions are integral to the film's emotional depth and charm. Key
features include:

- Melodic Richness: The melodies are catchy and memorable, contributing to the film's
overall appeal.

- Jazz and Classical Fusion: Gershwin's ability to blend jazz influences with classical
elements reflects the cultural melting pot of 1950s America and Paris.

- Cohesion with Dance: The music is intricately woven into the dance sequences,
enhancing the storytelling through rhythm and melody.

Cultural Significance

An American in Paris has had a lasting impact on American cinema and culture. Its
significance is evident in several areas:

- Revival of the Musical Genre: The film reinvigorated interest in the musical genre during
a time when Hollywood was evolving, paving the way for future productions.

- Visually Stunning Cinematography: The film's use of color, set design, and dance
choreography set a new standard for visual storytelling in musicals.

- Celebration of Parisian Culture: The film's portrayal of Paris not only attracted audiences
but also contributed to the romanticized image of the city as a hub of art and creativity.

A Lasting Legacy

The legacy of An American in Paris endures well beyond its release. It has inspired
countless artists, dancers, and filmmakers, and remains a beloved classic in American
cinema.

Influence on Future Productions

The film's success has led to several adaptations and homages, including:
- Broadway Adaptations: In 2015, a stage adaptation of An American in Paris debuted on
Broadway, further cementing its place in musical history.

- Film and Television References: Many films and television shows have referenced or
borrowed elements from the film, showcasing its cultural footprint.

Gene Kelly's Enduring Impact

Gene Kelly's contributions to dance and film continue to be celebrated today. His



innovative approach and commitment to storytelling through movement have influenced
generations of performers.

- Role Model for Dancers: Kelly's work has inspired countless dancers, emphasizing the
importance of merging technique with emotional expression.

- Pioneering Film Techniques: His creative vision in choreography and cinematography
has shaped how dance is portrayed in film, leading to new possibilities for future artists.

Conclusion

In summary, An American in Paris is not just a film; it is a cultural touchstone that
highlights the brilliance of Gene Kelly and the timeless nature of musical storytelling.
From its enchanting score to its breathtaking choreography, the film encapsulates the
spirit of an era and continues to inspire audiences around the world. Gene Kelly's
portrayal of Jerry Mulligan remains a defining moment in cinematic history, ensuring that
An American in Paris will forever be cherished as a classic.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'An American in Paris' about?

'An American in Paris' is a musical film that tells the story of an American GI, Jerry
Mulligan, who stays in Paris after World War II to pursue a career as a painter and falls in
love with a beautiful French woman.

Who directed 'An American in Paris'?

The film was directed by Vincente Minnelli and was released in 1951.

What role did Gene Kelly play in 'An American in Paris'?

Gene Kelly played the lead role of Jerry Mulligan, an aspiring artist in post-war Paris.

How many Academy Awards did 'An American in Paris’
win?

'An American in Paris' won 6 Academy Awards, including Best Picture.

What is the significance of the ballet sequence in '‘An
American in Paris'?

The ballet sequence is a visually stunning and innovative dance number that showcases
Gene Kelly's choreography and combines narrative with abstract art, illustrating Jerry's
emotional turmoil.



Which famous song features prominently in 'An
American in Paris'?

The song 'Our Love Is Here to Stay,' composed by George Gershwin, is one of the film's
most memorable musical numbers.

What was Gene Kelly's contribution to the choreography
in 'An American in Paris'?
Gene Kelly not only starred in the film but also contributed to the choreography, creating

iconic dance sequences that blended ballet and jazz.

How did 'An American in Paris' influence musical films?

'An American in Paris' set a new standard for musical films with its integration of dance,
music, and narrative, influencing future productions in the genre.

What themes are explored in 'An American in Paris'?

The film explores themes of love, artistic aspiration, and the contrast between American
and French cultures.

Is 'An American in Paris' based on any other work?

'An American in Paris' is inspired by the orchestral composition of the same name by
George Gershwin, which captures the essence of Parisian life.
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