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American Liberty League was a political organization founded in the United States in the early 1930s,
primarily in response to the New Deal policies of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The League was
established in 1934 as a coalition of some of the nation's leading business figures, conservative
politicians, and anti-New Deal activists who believed that Roosevelt's policies were undermining
American freedoms and capitalism. This article explores the history, goals, members, and impact of
the American Liberty League on U.S. political discourse and policy during a transformative period in
American history.

Background and Formation

The American Liberty League was formed during a time of significant economic upheaval and political
change in the United States. The Great Depression had a profound impact on American society,
leading to widespread unemployment, poverty, and social unrest. In response to these challenges,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt introduced a series of programs and reforms known as the New Deal,
aimed at providing relief to the unemployed, recovery of the economy, and reform of the financial
system.

The Rise of Opposition

As the New Deal gained momentum, it sparked considerable opposition from various segments of
society:

1. Business Leaders: Many business executives and industrialists viewed the New Deal as an attack
on free enterprise. They believed that increased government intervention in the economy threatened
their profits and individual liberties.

2. Conservative Politicians: Conservative Democrats and Republicans were alarmed by the expansion
of federal power and the perceived shift towards socialism. They feared that Roosevelt's policies
would permanently alter the relationship between the government and the economy.

3. Political Activists: Some political activists and organizations, including the American Liberty League,
felt compelled to take a stand against what they saw as an encroachment on individual rights and
liberties.

Goals and Objectives

The American Liberty League articulated several key goals and objectives in its founding documents
and public statements:

1. Defending Individual Liberties: The League sought to protect individual freedoms as enshrined in
the U.S. Constitution. They believed that government intervention in the economy and social



programs infringed upon personal liberties.

2. Promoting Free Enterprise: Advocates of the League were staunch supporters of capitalism and free
market principles. They argued that government regulation stifled economic growth and innovation.

3. Opposing New Deal Legislation: The League actively campaigned against specific New Deal
programs, arguing that they were unconstitutional and detrimental to the American economic system.

4. Educating the Public: The League aimed to inform and mobilize public opinion against Roosevelt’s
policies through pamphlets, speeches, and rallies.

Key Figures and Membership

The American Liberty League attracted a diverse group of members, including prominent business
leaders, former politicians, and intellectuals. Some notable figures associated with the League
include:

- Alfred E. Smith: The former Governor of New York and the Democratic presidential nominee in 1928
served as the League's first president. Smith was a vocal critic of the New Deal, believing it betrayed
the principles of the Democratic Party.

- John Jacob Raskob: A financier and former chairman of the Democratic National Committee, Raskob
was a key financial backer of the League and contributed to its organizational efforts.

- Paul W. McNutt: A former governor of Indiana, McNutt was involved in the League's activities and
served as a prominent voice against the New Deal.

- Business Leaders: The League included a host of influential business figures from various industries,
all united in their opposition to Roosevelt's policies.

Activities and Impact

The American Liberty League engaged in various activities to further its objectives:

Public Campaigns

The League organized rallies and public meetings across the country to voice its opposition to the
New Deal. They utilized various media channels, including newspapers and radio, to reach a broader
audience.

- Pamphlets and Literature: The League produced pamphlets and literature that criticized New Deal
policies, arguing that they undermined the Constitution and American values.

- Political Advocacy: The League sought to influence political candidates and officeholders, urging
them to reject the New Deal and return to principles of limited government and free enterprise.



Legal Challenges

The League also pursued legal avenues to challenge New Deal legislation. They supported lawsuits
aimed at overturning specific programs that they believed were unconstitutional.

Political Alliances

The American Liberty League sought to build alliances with other conservative groups and politicians
who shared their concerns about the New Deal. This included reaching out to Republicans and
conservative factions within the Democratic Party.

Decline and Legacy

Despite its initial influence, the American Liberty League began to decline in the late 1930s. Several
factors contributed to its diminished impact:

1. Political Changes: As the New Deal continued to gain public support and the economy showed signs
of recovery, opposition to Roosevelt's policies waned, and many Americans rallied around the
administration.

2. Internal Divisions: The League faced internal divisions among its members regarding strategy and
goals. Some members felt that the organization was not doing enough to effectively counter the New
Deal.

3. Shift in Public Opinion: By the late 1930s, public sentiment had shifted, and many Americans
viewed the New Deal as necessary for economic recovery. This shift diminished the League's
influence in political discourse.

Despite its decline, the American Liberty League left a lasting legacy in American politics:

- Influence on Conservative Movements: The League's emphasis on individual liberties and free
market principles laid the groundwork for future conservative movements, including the rise of the
modern Republican Party.

- Critique of Government Intervention: The League's critiques of government intervention and
regulation continue to resonate in contemporary political debates, particularly among libertarians and
fiscal conservatives.

- Historical Reflection: The activities of the League provide valuable insights into the political
landscape of the 1930s and the ongoing tensions between government authority and individual rights
in American society.



Conclusion

The American Liberty League was a significant player in the political landscape of the 1930s,
representing the interests of those who opposed the expansion of government through the New Deal.
Its formation highlighted the deep ideological divides within the United States during a time of crisis,
and its activities reflected the concerns of many Americans about the balance between government
intervention and personal liberties. While the League ultimately declined in influence, its legacy
continues to inform contemporary discussions about the role of government in American life and the
ongoing struggle to define and protect individual freedoms.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the American Liberty League?
The American Liberty League was a political organization founded in 1934 to oppose the New Deal
policies of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, which its members believed undermined individual
liberties and free enterprise.

Who were the key figures involved in the American Liberty
League?
Key figures included prominent business leaders, politicians, and former Democratic Party members
such as Al Smith and John Jacob Raskob, who were concerned about the increasing power of the
federal government.

What were the main goals of the American Liberty League?
The main goals were to promote the principles of limited government, individual liberties, and free-
market capitalism while opposing what they viewed as the overreach of the federal government in
economic matters.

How did the American Liberty League influence American
politics?
The American Liberty League influenced American politics by mobilizing opposition to the New Deal,
but it ultimately struggled to gain widespread public support and faded by the late 1930s.

What was the public perception of the American Liberty
League during its operation?
The public perception was mixed; while some viewed it as a defender of capitalism and personal
freedoms, many others saw it as a reactionary group that was out of touch with the needs of the
working class during the Great Depression.



Did the American Liberty League have any lasting impact on
U.S. history?
While the American Liberty League itself did not have a lasting impact, it highlighted the ideological
divide in American politics regarding government intervention in the economy, a debate that
continues to this day.

What were some criticisms of the American Liberty League?
Critics accused the league of being elitist, arguing that it primarily represented wealthy interests and
was resistant to necessary social reforms that aimed to address the economic struggles of the
average American.

What role did the American Liberty League play in the 1936
election?
The American Liberty League actively campaigned against Franklin D. Roosevelt's re-election in 1936,
but their efforts were largely unsuccessful as Roosevelt won a landslide victory.

What eventually happened to the American Liberty League?
The American Liberty League dissolved in the late 1930s as its influence waned, particularly after the
New Deal policies were largely accepted by the American public and the political landscape shifted.
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