AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR CLINICAL PATHOLOGY BOARD OF
CERTIFICATION

AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR CLINICAL PATHOLOGY BoARD oF CERTIFICATION (ASCP BOC) Is A PIVOTAL ENTITY IN THE
HEALTHCARE LANDSCAPE, PLAYING A CRUCIAL ROLE IN ENSURING THE PROFICIENCY AND PROFESSIONALISM OF LABORATORY
PERSONNEL IN CLINICAL PATHOLOGY. EsTABLISHED IN 1928, THE ASCP BOC IS DEDICATED TO THE CERTIFICATION OF
INDIVIDUALS IN VARIOUS AREAS OF LABORATORY MEDICINE, INCLUDING CLINICAL PATHOLOGY, MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE,
AND HISTOTECHNOLOGY. THIS CERTIFICATION NOT ONLY VALIDATES THE SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE OF LABORATORY
PROFESSIONALS BUT ALSO ENHANCES THE OVERALL QUALITY OF PATIENT CARE BY ENSURING THAT INDIVIDUALS MEET THE
HIGHEST STANDARDS IN THEIR FIELDS.

UNDERSTANDING THE IMPORTANCE OF CERTIFICATION

CerTIFICATION BY THE ASCP BOC IS A MARK OF EXCELLENCE IN THE CLINICAL LABORATORY COMMUNITY. |T SIGNIFIES THAT
INDIVIDUALS HAVE UNDERGONE RIGOROUS TESTING AND HAVE DEMONSTRATED THEIR COMPETENCY IN THE FIELD. HERE ARE A FEW
REASONS WHY CERTIFICATION IS IMPORTANT:

¢ PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION: EARNING CERTIFICATION CAN ENHANCE A PROFESSIONAL'S CREDIBILITY AND RECOGNITION
AMONG PEERS AND EMPLOYERS.

o CAREER ADVANCEMENT: CERTIFIED PROFESSIONALS OFTEN HAVE BETTER JOB PROSPECTS, HIGHER SALARIES, AND
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVANCEMENT WITHIN THEIR ORGANIZATIONS.

b QUALITY ASSURANCE: CERTIFICATION ENSURES THAT LABORATORY PROFESSIONALS ARE UP-TO-DATE WITH THE
LATEST ADVANCEMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY AND BEST PRACTICES, ULTIMATELY LEADING TO IMPROVED PATIENT OUTCOMES.

o CONTINUING EDUCATION: THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS OFTEN REQUIRES ONGOING EDUCATION, ENSURING THAT
PROFESSIONALS STAY CURRENT IN THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS.

THe CERTIFICATION PROCESS

THE JOURNEY TO CERTIFICATION THROUGH THE ASCP BOC INVOLVES SEVERAL KEY STEPS. UUNDERSTANDING THIS PROCESS CAN
HELP ASPIRING LABORATORY PROFESSIONALS PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.

1. ELiGiBILITY REQUIREMENTS

BEFORE APPLYING FOR CERTIFICATION, CANDIDATES MUST MEET SPECIFIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS BASED ON THEIR
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE. THE ASCP BOC OFFERS MULTIPLE CERTIFICATION PATHWAYS
TAILORED TO DIFFERENT DISCIPLINES WITHIN LABORATORY MEDICINE, INCLUDING:

o MepicAL LABORATORY ScCIENTIST (MLS): REQUIRES A BACHELOR'S DEGREE IN MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE OR A
RELATED FIELD.

o MepicAL LaBorRATORY TECHNICIAN (MLT): REQUIRES AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE IN MEDICAL LABORATORY TECHNOLOGY
OR A RELATED AREA.



o HisToTECHNOLOGIST (HTL): REQUIRES A BACHELOR'S DEGREE AND SPECIFIC COURSEWORK IN HISTOTECHNOLOGY.

o PATHoLOGISTS' AsSISTANT (PA): REQUIRES A MASTER'S DEGREE IN A RELATED FIELD.

2. APPLICATION PROCESS

ONCE ELIGIBILITY IS CONFIRMED, CANDIDATES CAN PROCEED WITH THE APPLICATION PROCESS:
- COMPLETE THE ONLINE APPLICATION FORM AVAILABLE ON THE ASCP BOC WEeBSITE.

- SUBMIT REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION, INCLUDING PROOF OF EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE.
- PAY THE APPLICABLE EXAMINATION FEE.

3. EXAMINATION PREPARATION

PRePARING FOR THE ASCP BOC CERTIFICATION EXAMINATION IS CRUCIAL. CANDIDATES SHOULD CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING:
- REVIEW THE EXAMINATION CONTENT OUTLINE PROVIDED BY ASCP BOC.

- UTILIZE RECOMMENDED STUDY MATERIALS, INCLUDING TEXTBOOKS, ONLINE COURSES, AND PRACTICE EXAMS.
‘JOIN STUDY GROUPS OR FORUMS TO ENGAGE WITH PEERS AND SHARE RESOURCES.

4. T AKING THE EXAMINATION

THE CERTIFICATION EXAMINATION IS COMPUTER-BASED AND ADMINISTERED AT PEARSON VUE TEST CENTERS. KEY POINTS TO
REMEMBER:

- CANDIDATES WILL RECEIVE THEIR TEST RESULTS IMMEDIATELY UPON COMPLETION OF THE EXAM.
- A PASSING SCORE DEMONSTRATES COMPETENCY IN THE RELEVANT CLINICAL LABORATORY DISCIPLINES.

MAINTAINING CERTIFICATION

ACHIEVING CERTIFICATION IS JUST THE BEGINNING. THE ASCP BOC REQUIRES CERTIFIED PROFESSIONALS TO MAINTAIN THEIR
CREDENTIALS THROUGH CONTINUING EDUCATION AND RECERTIFICATION.

1. ConTINUING EbucaTion UNiTs (CEUS)

CERTIFIED PROFESSIONALS MUST ACCUMULATE A CERTAIN NUMBER OF CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS OVER A DESIGNATED
PERIOD. THIS ENSURES THAT THEY REMAIN KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT THE LATEST ADVANCEMENTS AND PRACTICES IN CLINICAL
PATHOLOGY AND LABORATORY MEDICINE.

2. RECERTIFICATION

RECERTIFICATION IS REQUIRED EVERY THREE YEARS FOR MOST ASCP BOC CERTIFICATIONS. PROFESSIONALS MUST
DEMONSTRATE THAT THEY HAVE MET THE CEU REQUIREMENTS AND PAY A RECERTIFICATION FEE.



BeneriTs oF ASCP BOC CERTIFICATION

THE BENEFITS OF OBTAINING CERTIFICATION FROM THE ASCP BOC ARE EXTENSIVE, IMPACTING BOTH INDIVIDUAL CAREERS AND
THE HEALTHCARE SYSTEM AT LARGE.

d |NCREASEDJOB OPPORTUNITIES: CERTIFIED PROFESSIONALS HAVE ACCESS TO MORE JOB OPENINGS AND ARE OFTEN
PREFERRED BY EMPLOYERS.

® HIGHER EARNING POTENTIAL: STUDIES SHOW THAT CERTIFIED LABORATORY PERSONNEL TYPICALLY EARN HIGHER
SALARIES THAN THEIR NON-CERTIFIED COUNTERPARTS.

® PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: CERTIFICATION ENCOURAGES PROFESSIONALS TO ENGAGE IN LIFELONG LEARNING, WHICH
BENEFITS THEIR CAREERS AND ENHANCES PATIENT CARE.

* NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES: BEING PART OF A CERTIFIED COMMUNITY OPENS DOORS FOR NETWORKING WITH PEERS,
MENTORING OPPORTUNITIES, AND PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION.

COoNCLUSION

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR CLINICAL PATHOLOGY BOARD OF CERTIFICATION SERVES AS A CORNERSTONE FOR MAINTAINING
HIGH STANDARDS IN LABORATORY MEDICINE. BY CERTIFYING PROFESSIONALS, THE ASCP BOC NOT ONLY UPLIFTS INDIVIDUAL
CAREERS BUT ALSO ENSURES THAT PATIENTS RECEIVE THE BEST POSSIBLE CARE FROM QUALIFIED LABORATORY PERSONNEL. AS
THE HEALTHCARE LANDSCAPE CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, THE IMPORTANCE OF CERTIFICATION WILL ONLY GROW, GUIDING
PROFESSIONALS TOWARD EXCELLENCE AND FOSTERING A CULTURE OF CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT IN THE CLINICAL LABORATORY
FIELD. WHETHER YOU ARE A NEW GRADUATE OR AN EXPERIENCED LABORATORY PROFESSIONAL, PURSUING ASCP BOC
CERTIFICATION IS A VALUABLE INVESTMENT IN YOUR CAREER AND THE HEALTH OF THE PATIENTS YOU SERVE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

W/HAT IS THE AMERICAN SocieTY FOor CLINICAL PATHoLoGY (ASCP) BoArD OF
CERTIFICATION?

THe ASCP Board of CerTIFICATION (BOC) IS A CREDENTIALING ORGANIZATION THAT PROVIDES CERTIFICATION FOR MEDICAL
LABORATORY PROFESSIONALS TO VALIDATE THEIR COMPETENCE IN THE FIELD.

\WHAT TYPES OF CERTIFICATIONS DOES THE ASCP BoArD ofF CERTIFICATION OFFER?

THe ASCP BOC OFFERS A VARIETY OF CERTIFICATIONS, INCLUDING MEDICAL LABORATORY ScienTisT (MLS), MebicaL
LaBORATORY TECHNICIAN (MLT), AND NUMEROUS SPECIALTY CERTIFICATIONS IN AREAS SUCH AS CYTOTECHNOLOGY AND
MOLECULAR BIOLOGY.

How CAN ONE APPLY FOR CERTIFICATION THROUGH THE ASCP BOARD OF
CERTIFICATION?

INDIVIDUALS CAN APPLY FOR CERTIFICATION THROUGH THE ASCP BOC’S OFFICIAL WEBSITE BY SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION,
PROVIDING PROOF OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING, AND PAYING THE REQUIRED FEES.



\WHAT ARE THE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR TAKING THE ASCP CERTIFICATION
EXAMS?

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS VARY BY CERTIFICATION BUT TYPICALLY INCLUDE COMPLETION OF AN ACCREDITED EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAM AND RELEVANT CLINICAL EXPERIENCE.

How ofFTEN MUST ASCP-CERTIFIED PROFESSIONALS RENEW THEIR CERTIFICATION?

ASCP-CERTIFIED PROFESSIONALS MUST RENEW THEIR CERTIFICATION EVERY THREE YEARS, WHICH CAN BE ACHIEVED THROUGH
CONTINUING EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HAVING ASCP CERTIFICATION IN THE LABORATORY
FIELD?

ASCP CERTIFICATION IS RECOGNIZED NATIONALLY AND DEMONSTRATES THAT A LABORATORY PROFESSIONAL MEETS
ESTABLISHED STANDARDS OF KNOWLEDGE AND COMPETENCY, ENHANCING CAREER OPPORTUNITIES.

\X/HERE CAN ONE FIND STUDY RESOURCES FOR THE ASCP CERTIFICATION EXAMS?

STUDY RESOURCES FOR ASCP CERTIFICATION EXAMS CAN BE FOUND ON THE ASCP BOC WEBSITE, WHICH OFFERS STUDY
GUIDES, PRACTICE EXAMS, AND RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS.

WHAT IS THE IMPACT oF COVID-19 oN THE ASCP BoArD oF CERTIFICATION EXAM
PROCESS?

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC LED TO ADJUSTMENTS IN THE EXAM PROCESS, INCLUDING THE INTRODUCTION OF REMOTE PROCTORING
OPTIONS AND CHANGES IN SCHEDULING TO ACCOMMODATE HEALTH GUIDELINES.

ARE THERE ANY SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR THOSE SEEKING ASCP
CERTIFICATION?

YES, THE ASCP FOUNDATION OFFERS SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS FOR STUDENTS AND PROFESSIONALS PURSUING EDUCATION
AND CERTIFICATION IN THE FIELD OF LABORATORY MEDICINE.

How poes THE ASCP BoARrD ofF CERTIFICATION ENSURE THE INTEGRITY OF ITS
CERTIFICATION PROCESS?

THe ASCP BOC EMPLOYS STRICT TESTING STANDARDS, REGULAR REVIEWS OF EXAM CONTENT, AND ADHERENCE TO BEST
PRACTICES IN CREDENTIALING TO ENSURE THE INTEGRITY AND VALIDITY OF ITS CERTIFICATION PROCESS.
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