ANALYZING THE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR WORKSHEET ANSWERS

ANALYZING THE SPANISH AMERICAN W/ AR W/ ORKSHEET ANSWERS IS AN ESSENTIAL EXERCISE FOR STUDENTS AND HISTORIANS
ALIKE. THIS CONFLICT, WHICH OCCURRED IN ]898, MARKED A SIGNIFICANT TURNING POINT IN THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED
STATES AND ITS FOREIGN POLICY. THE WAR PRIMARILY RESULTED FROM THE U.S. INTERVENTION IN THE CUBAN W AR OF
INDEPENDENCE AND WAS DRIVEN BY A MIX OF HUMANITARIAN CONCERNS, STRATEGIC INTERESTS, AND ECONOMIC MOTIVATIONS.
THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE SPANISH-AMERICAN W/ AR WHILE PROVIDING INSIGHTS INTO HOW TO
EFFECTIVELY ANALYZE WORKSHEET ANSWERS RELATED TO THIS PIVOTAL EVENT IN AMERICAN HISTORY.

BACKGROUND OF THE SPANISH-AMERICAN W AR

UNDERSTANDING THE SPANISH-AMERICAN W/ AR REQUIRES A THOROUGH EXAMINATION OF THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT LEADING UP
TO THE CONFLICT. THE LATE 19TH CENTURY WITNESSED RISING TENSIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND SPAIN, PRIMARILY
DUE TO SPAIN'S COLONIAL RULE oVER CUBA AND PUERTO Rico.

CAUSES oF THE W AR

SEVERAL KEY FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO THE OUTBREAK OF THE SPANISH-AMERICAN W AR:

1. CUBAN STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE: THE CUBAN POPULATION WAS EAGER TO GAIN INDEPENDENCE FROM SPANISH COLONIAL
RULE. THE BRUTAL TACTICS EMPLOYED BY SPANISH GENERAL V ALERIANO \X/EYLER, INCLUDING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
CONCENTRATION CAMPS, DREW SIGNIFICANT MEDIA ATTENTION AND PUBLIC OUTRAGE IN THE UNITED STATES.

2. YELLOW JOURNALISM: SENSATIONALIST REPORTING BY NEWSPAPERS SUCH AS THE NEW Y ORK JOURNAL AND THE NEW Y ORK
\X/ ORLD PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SWAYING PUBLIC OPINION. HEADLINES DEPICTED THE SUFFERING OF THE CUBAN PEOPLE AND
INCITED AMERICAN EMOTIONS, LEADING TO CALLS FOR INTERVENTION.

3. THe De L[P] MEe LETTER: IN FEBRUARY 1898, A PRIVATE LETTER WRITTEN BY SPANISH MINISTER TO THE U.S., ENRIQUE
DuPUY DE L[] ME, WAS INTERCEPTED AND PUBLISHED. THE LETTER CRITICIZED PRESIDENT MCKINLEY, DESCRIBING HIM AS WEAK AND
CATERING TO THE RABBLE. THIS INSULT INFLAMED AMERICAN SENTIMENT AGAINST SPAIN.

4. THE SINKING OF THE USS MAINE: THE EXPLOSION OF THE USS MAINE IN HAVANA HARBOR ON FEBRUARY 15, 1898, wAs

A CATALYST FOR WAR. ALTHOUGH INVESTIGATIONS LATER SUGGESTED IT WAS AN ACCIDENT, THE RALLYING CRY OF
"REMEMBER THE MAINE!” FUELED CALLS FOR MILITARY ACTION.

Key PLAYERS IN THE W AR

SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS PLAYED SIGNIFICANT ROLES IN THE SPANISH-AMERICAN W AR:

- PRESIDENT WILLIAM MCKINLEY: INITIALLY HESITANT TO ENGAGE IN WAR, HE ULTIMATELY SUCCUMBED TO PRESSURE FROM THE
PUBLIC AND CONGRESS.

- THEODORE ROOSEVELT: AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, ROOSEVELT WAS A PROPONENT OF WAR AND FAMOUSLY
LED THE ROUGH RIDERS, A VOLUNTEER CAVALRY REGIMENT THAT GAINED FAME DURING THE BATTLE OF SAN JUAN HiLL.

- CuBAN REBELS: FIGURES LIKE Jos[P] MART[P] INSPIRED THE CUBAN STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE AND GARNERED SUPPORT FROM
THE U.S. PUBLIC.



MAJOrR BATTLES AND CAMPAIGNS

THE SPANISH-AMERICAN W AR WAS CHARACTERIZED BY SEVERAL KEY BATTLES THAT SHOWCASED THE MILITARY CAPABILITIES
OF THE UNITED STATES.

NAVAL BATTLES

1. BATTLE oF MANILA BAY: ONMaY 1, 1898, CoMMODORE GEORGE DEWEY LED A SURPRISE ATTACK AGAINST THE SPANISH
FLEET IN THE PHILIPPINES. THE U.S. NAVY'S MODERN WARSHIPS DECISIVELY DEFEATED THE OUTDATED SPANISH VESSELS,
ESTABLISHING AMERICAN CONTROL OVER THE PHILIPPINES.

2. BATTLE OF SANTIAGO BAY: THIS NAVAL ENGAGEMENT ON JULY 3, 1898, RESULTED IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SPANISH

FLEET BY ADMIRAL W/ILLIAM SAMPSON. THE VICTORY PAVED THE WAY FOR THE EVENTUAL SURRENDER OF SPANISH FORCES IN
Cuga.

LAND BATTLES

- BATTLE OF SAN JUAN HILL: FOUGHT onJuLy 1, 1898, THIS BATTLE SAW AMERICAN TROOPS, INCLUDING THE ROUGH
RIDERS, ENGAGE IN FIERCE COMBAT AGAINST SPANISH DEFENDERS. THE U.S. VICTORY WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN SECURING CONTROL
OF SANTIAGO DE CUBA.

- SIEGE OF SANTIAGO: FOLLOWING THE VICTORY AT SAN JUAN HILL, AMERICAN FORCES LAID SIEGE TO SANTIAGO, LEADING TO
THE SURRENDER OF SPANISH TROOPS ON JuLy 17, 1898.

CONSEQUENCES OF THE W AR

THE SPANISH-AMERICAN W AR HAD FAR-REACHING CONSEQUENCES THAT RESHAPED THE GEOPOLITICAL LANDSCAPE.

TerrITORIAL GAINS

AS A RESULT OF THE TREATY OF PARIS, SIGNED ON DECEMBER 10, 1898, THE UNITED STATES ACQUIRED SEVERAL
TERRITORIES:

1. PUerTO Rico: THIS ISLAND BECAME A U.S. TERRITORY AND REMAINS A COMMONWEALTH TODAY.
2. GUAM: ACQUIRED AS A STRATEGIC NAVAL BASE IN THE PACIFIC, GUAM IS ALSO A U.S. TERRITORY.
3. PHILIPPINES: THE U.S. PAID SPAIN $20 MILLION FOR THE PHILIPPINES, LEADING TO DEBATES ABOUT AMERICAN IMPERIALISM.

4. Cusa: WHILE CUBA GAINED FORMAL INDEPENDENCE, THE PLATT AMENDMENT ALLOWED THE U.S. To INTERVENE IN CUBAN
AFFAIRS, EFFECTIVELY LIMITING ITS SOVEREIGNTY.

IMPACT oN U.S. ForelGN PoLicy

THE WAR MARKED A SHIFT IN U.S. FOREIGN POLICY FROM ISOLATIONISM TO A MORE INTERVENTIONIST APPROACH:

- EMERGENCE AS A W ORLD PowER: THE U.S. ESTABLISHED ITSELF AS A GLOBAL POWER WITH COLONIAL TERRITORIES,



SIGNALING A NEW ERA OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM.

- THe OPEN Door PoLICY: IN RESPONSE TO GROWING EUROPEAN INFLUENCE IN AsIA, THE U.S. PROMOTED THE OPEN DOOR
PoLICY, ADVOCATING FOR EQUAL TRADING RIGHTS IN CHINA.

ANALYZING W/ ORKSHEET ANSWERS

W/HEN ANALYZING WORKSHEET ANSWERS RELATED TO THE SPANISH-AMERICAN \X/AR, IT IS CRUCIAL TO CONSIDER VARIOUS
ANALYTICAL APPROACHES AND TECHNIQUES.

TypPes oF QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. MuLTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONSI THESE CAN TEST KNOWLEDGE OF KEY FACTS, SUCH AS DATES, FIGURES, AND EVENTS. PAY
ATTENTION TO THE ACCURACY OF THE ANSWERS.

2. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONSI THESE REQUIRE STUDENTS TO EXPRESS UNDERSTANDING IN THEIR OWN WORDS. LOOK FOR
CLARITY AND DEPTH IN THE RESPONSES.

3. Essay QUESTIONSZ STUDENTS MAY BE ASKED TO PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS OF THE WAR'S CAUSES AND
CONSEQUENCES. EVALUATE THE STRUCTURE, ARGUMENTATION, AND USE OF HISTORICAL EVIDENCE.

CoMMON MISCONCEPTIONS TO ADDRESS

W/HEN REVIEWING ANSWERS, BE AW ARE OF COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS!

- OVEREMPHASIS ON YELLO\X/JOURNALISMZ \WHILE YELLOW JOURNALISM PLAYED A ROLE, IT WAS NOT THE SOLE CAUSE OF THE
W AR.

- MISUNDERSTANDING OF IMPERIALISM: SOME STUDENTS MAY CONFLATE THE WAR WITH A STRAIGHTFORWARD NARRATIVE OF
LIBERATION RATHER THAN A COMPLEX INTERPLAY OF IMPERIALISM AND NATIONALISM.

ENCOURAGING CRITICAL THINKING

TO FOSTER CRITICAL THINKING, ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO:!:

- COMPARE PERSPECTIVES: ANALYZE THE VIEWPOINTS OF DIFFERENT STAKEHOLDERS, INCLUDING AMERICAN POLITICIANS, CuBaN
REBELS, AND SPANISH AUTHORITIES.

- EvaLuAaTE CONSEQUENCES: DISCUSS THE LONG-TERM IMPLICATIONS OF THE WAR ON U.S. FOREIGN POLICY AND ITS IMPACT ON
THE NATIONS INVOLVED.

- CONNECT TO MODERN ISSUES: RELATE THE THEMES OF THE SPANISH-AMERICAN \W AR TO CONTEMPORARY ISSUES OF
IMPERIALISM, INTERVENTION, AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.

CoNcCLUSION

IN SUMMARY, ANALYZING THE SPANISH-AMERICAN \W AR WORKSHEET ANSWERS IS A MULTIFACETED TASK THAT ENCOMPASSES
THE EXAMINATION OF HISTORICAL CAUSES, KEY FIGURES, MAJOR BATTLES, AND THE LASTING IMPACT OF THE CONFLICT. By



UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE WAR AND ENCOURAGING CRITICAL ANALYSIS, EDUCATORS CAN HELP STUDENTS
GRASP NOT ONLY THE FACTS BUT ALSO THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS OF THIS SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN AMERICAN HISTORY.
THROUGH THOUGHTFUL REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION, WE CAN BETTER APPRECIATE HOW THE SPANISH-AMERICAN W AR SHAPED
THE UNITED STATES' ROLE IN THE WORLD AND ITS ONGOING INFLUENCE IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WERE THE MAIN CAUSES OF THE SPANISH-AMERICAN W AR?

THE MAIN CAUSES INCLUDED CUBAN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS, AMERICAN IMPERIALISM, YELLOW JOURNALISM, AND THE
EXPLOSION OF THE USS MAINE.

\WHAT ROLE DID YELLOW JOURNALISM PLAY IN THE SPANISH-AMERICAN W/ AR?

YELLOW JOURNALISM SENSATIONALIZED EVENTS IN CUBA, INFLATING PUBLIC SENTIMENT AND PUSHING THE U.S. TOWARDS WAR
BY PORTRAYING SPAIN AS A BRUTAL OPPRESSOR.

WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE USS MAINE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE WAR?

THE SINKING OF THE USS MAINE IN HAVANA HARBOR WAS A CATALYST FOR THE WAR, AS IT WAS BLAMED ON SPAIN,
RALLYING AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION FOR MILITARY INTERVENTION.

\WHAT WERE THE OUTCOMES OF THE SPANISH-AMERICAN W AR?

THE WAR RESULTED IN THE U.S. ACQUIRING TERRITORIES SUCH AS PUERTO RICO, GUAM, AND THE PHILIPPINES, MARKING ITS
EMERGENCE AS A GLOBAL POWER.

How pib THE TREATY ofF PArIs (1898) sHAPE U.S. FOREIGN POLICY?

THE TREATY OF PARIS ESTABLISHED THE U.S. AS AN IMPERIAL POWER, LEADING TO INCREASED INVOLVEMENT IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS
AND COLONIAL GOVERNANCE.

\WHAT WERE THE PERSPECTIVES OF ANTI-IMPERIALISTS REGARDING THE WAR?

ANTI-IMPERIALISTS ARGUED AGAINST THE WAR ON MORAL AND POLITICAL GROUNDS, BELIEVING IT CONTRADICTED AMERICA’S
FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF DEMOCRACY AND SELF-DETERMINATION.

How pip THE SPANISH-AMERICAN W AR AFFECT U.S.-LATIN AMERICAN RELATIONS?

THE WAR MARKED A SHIFT TOWARDS INTERVENTIONIST POLICIES IN LATIN AMERICA, LEADING TO INCREASED MILITARY PRESENCE
AND INFLUENCE IN THE REGION.

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THE WAR ON THE PHILIPPINES?

THE WAR LED TO THE PHILIPPINES BECOMING A U.S. TERRITORY, WHICH TRIGGERED THE PHILIPPINE- AMERICAN W/ AR AS FILIPINOS
SOUGHT INDEPENDENCE FROM AMERICAN RULE.

\W/HAT ROLE DID THEODORE ROOSEVELT PLAY IN THE SPANISH-AMERICAN W AR?

THEODORE ROOSEVELT GAINED FAME AS A LEADER OF THE ROUGH RIDERS, A VOLUNTEER CAVALRY REGIMENT, WHICH PLAYED A
KEY ROLE IN THE BATTLE OF SAN JUAN HILL.
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