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Ancillary Sword is the second book in the acclaimed Imperial Radch trilogy by Ann Leckie. Building on
the foundation laid in the first novel, Ancillary Justice, this installment delves deeper into themes of
identity, power, and the complexities of imperial governance. Released in 2014, Ancillary Sword continues
to explore the unique universe that Leckie has crafted, featuring a rich tapestry of characters and a

thought-provoking narrative.

Overview of Ancillary Sword

Ancillary Sword picks up where Ancillary Justice left off, with Breq, the protagonist who was once part of
the ship Justice of Toren, navigating her new life as a human after the ship's destruction. The story unfolds
in the context of the Radch Empire, an expansive and powerful civilization characterized by its
authoritarian governance and intricate social hierarchies. Breq's quest for justice and understanding

continues as she grapples with her past while trying to forge a new identity.

Key Themes

Leckie’s work is rich with themes that resonate throughout Ancillary Sword. Some of the most prominent

include:

Identity and Personhood: Breq’s struggle with her identity as a former ship’s Al and her current
existence as a human is central to the narrative. This exploration raises questions about what it means

to be a person and how identity can be shaped by both internal and external factors.

e Power and Governance: The workings of the Radch Empire, including its political machinations,
social structures, and the concept of justice, are intricately examined. Leckie critiques imperialism

and the moral implications of power dynamics.

¢ Gender and Culture: Ancillary Sword continues the exploration of gender neutrality and the fluidity
of gender roles. The Radchaai language lacks gendered pronouns, reflecting a society where gender

is not a primary identifier.

¢ Revenge and Justice: Breq’s motivations are intertwined with her desire for justice, particularly
regarding the wrongs committed against her and her former crew. The pursuit of revenge is

tempered by her evolving understanding of justice.



Plot Summary

The narrative of Ancillary Sword finds Breq in her new role as the captain of the ship Mercy of Kalr,
assigned to the space station at Athoek. The plot is set against the backdrop of political intrigue and the
responsibilities of leadership. Breq is not only tasked with maintaining order and security but also with

navigating the complexities of her relationships with those around her.
As she arrives at Athoek, Breq discovers that the station is fraught with tension. The residents, including

the local aristocrats and the enforcers of Radch law, are embroiled in disputes and power struggles. Among

her challenges are:
1. Dealing with local politics: Breq must engage with various factions and their leaders, balancing her
duties while uncovering the underlying issues that threaten the stability of Athoek.

2. Confronting past traumas: Breq’s memories of her time as a ship's Al haunt her, and her interactions

with other characters often trigger reflections on her past and the loss of her former crew.
3. Protecting those in need: As she learns about injustices faced by the inhabitants of Athoek, Breq’s

sense of duty compels her to act, leading her to make decisions that may have far-reaching

implications.

Throughout the story, Breq encounters several key characters who significantly impact her journey:

Main Characters

¢ Breq: The central character who embodies the struggle for identity and justice. Her journey is

marked by her efforts to reconcile her past with her present.

e Seivarden Vendaai: A former officer of Breq's ship who has been affected by her long absence and

the changes in the empire. Their relationship develops as they confront their shared history.

e Captain of the Athoek Station: A character who represents the complexities of leadership and the

challenges of maintaining order in a politically charged environment.

e Various Athoek inhabitants: Each individual that Breq interacts with reflects different aspects of

Radch society, contributing to the broader commentary on culture and power.



Writing Style and Reception

Ann Leckie’s writing style in Ancillary Sword is marked by its clarity and depth. She employs a third-
person narrative that allows readers to gain insights into Breq’s thoughts while also providing a broader
perspective on the world of the Radch Empire. The prose is both accessible and rich with detail, making

the complex themes and world-building engaging for readers.

Upon its release, Ancillary Sword received widespread acclaim from critics and readers alike. It was praised
for its thought-provoking exploration of gender and identity, as well as its intricate plot and character
development. The book was nominated for several awards, solidifying Leckie's reputation as a leading voice

in contemporary science fiction.

Impact and Legacy

The Imperial Radch trilogy, with Ancillary Sword as its centerpiece, has had a lasting impact on the
science fiction genre. Leckie's approach to gender and identity has inspired a new wave of authors to
explore these themes in their work. The trilogy also raises important questions about the nature of power
and the implications of imperialism, making it relevant to contemporary discussions about governance and

social justice.

Ancillary Sword, in particular, serves as a critical examination of how personal and political narratives
intertwine. Breq’s journey reflects the struggles faced by individuals within larger systems, emphasizing

that the fight for justice is often complex and fraught with challenges.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Ancillary Sword is a significant contribution to the science fiction landscape, building on the
foundations established in Ancillary Justice while expanding the universe of the Imperial Radch trilogy.
Ann Leckie’s exploration of identity, power, and social dynamics challenges readers to reflect on their own
understanding of justice and personhood. As Breq navigates her new reality, readers are invited to join her
in questioning the structures that govern their lives and the nature of humanity itself. Through its rich
narrative and thought-provoking themes, Ancillary Sword remains a poignant and relevant work that

resonates long after the final page is turned.



Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in 'Ancillary Sword' by Ann Leckie?

In 'Ancillary Sword', Ann Leckie explores themes of identity, colonialism, and the complexities of power

dynamics, particularly through the lens of artificial intelligence and its relationship with humanity.

How does 'Ancillary Sword' connect to its predecessor, 'Ancillary Justice'?

'Ancillary Sword' continues the story of Breq, the protagonist from 'Ancillary Justice', as she grapples with
her past and seeks to establish justice in a new setting while delving deeper into the political intricacies of
the Radch Empire.

What is the significance of the title 'Ancillary Sword'?

The title 'Ancillary Sword' refers to the protagonist's former status as an ancillary, a part of a collective
consciousness of a spaceship. The 'sword' symbolizes both her struggle for autonomy and the means by

which she enacts her will and seeks justice.

How does Ann Leckie portray gender in 'Ancillary Sword"?

Ann Leckie challenges traditional gender norms in 'Ancillary Sword' by featuring a society where gender
is fluid and not strictly defined, allowing for a diverse range of characters and relationships that defy typical

stereotypes.

‘What role does the concept of justice play in 'Ancillary Sword'?

Justice is a central theme in "Ancillary Sword', as Breq navigates the moral complexities of her actions and
the repercussions they have on both individuals and the broader society, questioning what true justice
looks like.

Who are the key characters introduced in 'Ancillary Sword'?

'Ancillary Sword' introduces characters such as Captain Awn, who plays a significant role in Breq's
journey, as well as new figures that expand on the political landscape of the Radch Empire and challenge

Breq's views.

What impact did 'Ancillary Sword' have on the science fiction genre?

'Ancillary Sword' has been praised for its innovative approach to storytelling, particularly in its exploration
of Al and imperialism, and has influenced discussions about representation and complex narratives within

the science fiction genre.
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