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Animal Farm: A Fairy Story by George Orwell is a powerful allegory that
critiques the rise of totalitarianism and the corruption that can accompany
revolutionary movements. Published in 1945, this novella uses a group of farm
animals who revolt against their human owner to explore the dynamics of
power, control, and betrayal. Through its simple yet profound narrative,
Orwell illustrates the complexities of political systems and human nature,
making it an enduring classic in both literature and political discourse.

Overview of Animal Farm

Animal Farm is set on a fictional farm in England and tells the story of the
animals who overthrow their human farmer, Mr. Jones, in hopes of creating a
society where all animals are equal and can live free from human oppression.
The novel is structured as a fable, with anthropomorphic animals that
represent various factions of society, particularly during the Russian
Revolution and the subsequent rise of Stalinism.

Plot Summary

1. Rebellion Begins: The story begins with a pig named Old Major, who
inspires the other animals to revolt against their oppressive owner, Mr.
Jones. He shares his dream of a society where animals can live free from
human tyranny.

2. Formation of Animalism: After Old Major's death, the animals successfully
overthrow Mr. Jones and establish the principles of Animalism, which promotes
equality among all animals.

3. Leadership Struggles: The two pigs, Snowball and Napoleon, emerge as
leaders. While Snowball is idealistic and wants to implement innovative
ideas, Napoleon is power-hungry and ruthless.

4. The Betrayal: Napoleon drives Snowball away and begins to consolidate his
power. He employs propaganda and fear tactics to manipulate the other animals
and rewrite the principles of Animalism to justify his actions.

5. The Rise of Tyranny: As the story progresses, the pigs begin to resemble
the humans they once rebelled against, betraying the original ideals of the
revolution. The famous commandment "All animals are equal" is altered to "All
animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others."

6. Conclusion: The novella ends with the remaining animals unable to
distinguish between the pigs and humans, highlighting the cyclical nature of
tyranny and the betrayal of revolutionary ideals.

Character Analysis



The characters in Animal Farm serve as allegorical representations of
historical figures and groups.

- Napoleon: Represents Joseph Stalin. He is authoritarian, manipulative, and
willing to use violence to maintain power. His character illustrates the
dangers of unchecked authority and the betrayal of revolutionary ideals.

- Snowball: Represents Leon Trotsky. He is intelligent and passionate about
reform, yet he is ultimately exiled by Napoleon. His character embodies the
struggle for power and the fate of those who oppose totalitarian regimes.

- Boxer: The hardworking horse symbolizes the working class. He is dedicated
and loyal but ultimately becomes a victim of the regime's betrayal,
showcasing the exploitation of the proletariat.

- Squealer: The pig serves as the regime's propagandist. His ability to twist
language and manipulate facts illustrates how propaganda can be used to
control the masses.

- Old Major: The wise boar represents the revolutionary spirit and the ideals
of socialism. His vision, however, is corrupted by the pigs who rise to
power.

Thematic Elements

Animal Farm explores several key themes that resonate with readers across
generations.

Power and Corruption

The central theme of Animal Farm is the relationship between power and
corruption. Orwell illustrates how those in power can manipulate ideals to
serve their interests. The pigs, who initially fight for equality, become
indistinguishable from the oppressive humans they replaced. The aphorism
"Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely" is
epitomized in the actions of Napoleon and his followers.

Class Struggle and Social Hierarchies

Orwell highlights the inherent class struggle within society. The animals'
initial quest for equality deteriorates into a rigid social hierarchy. The
pigs assume leadership roles based on perceived superiority, leading to the
exploitation of the other animals. This theme reflects the social dynamics
present in many political revolutions, where the new leaders often become the
oppressors.

The Role of Language and Propaganda

Language plays a crucial role in Animal Farm, emphasizing how those in power
can manipulate truth. Squealer's ability to alter facts and rewrite history
allows the pigs to maintain control over the other animals. This theme serves



as a reminder of the importance of critical thinking and skepticism towards
propaganda.

Revolution and Its Consequences

Animal Farm serves as a cautionary tale about the outcomes of revolution.
While the animals aimed for a fair and just society, their aspirations were
corrupted by power struggles and betrayal. The novella suggests that without
vigilance, revolutions can lead to the establishment of new forms of
oppression.

Symbolism in Animal Farm

Orwell's use of symbolism enhances the novella's themes and messages.

- The Farm: Represents the state. The changes on the farm reflect the
political transformations within the Soviet Union.

- The Commandments: The Seven Commandments of Animalism symbolize the
principles of socialism. As they are altered, they illustrate the erosion of
ideals.

- The Windmill: Represents the false promises of technological progress.
Initially a symbol of hope, it becomes a tool for exploitation and
manipulation.

- The Animals: Each animal symbolizes different segments of society, from the
working class to the ruling elite, demonstrating the complexities of social
dynamics.

Conclusion

George Orwell's Animal Farm: A Fairy Story remains a pertinent commentary on
the nature of power, betrayal, and the cyclical patterns of history. Through
its allegorical narrative, the novella serves as both a critique of
totalitarian regimes and a warning against the fragility of democratic
ideals. By exploring themes of corruption, class struggle, and the
manipulation of language, Orwell encourages readers to critically reflect on
their own societies and the potential for tyranny. As relevant today as it
was at the time of its publication, Animal Farm continues to resonate with
audiences, prompting discussions about freedom, equality, and the
responsibilities of citizenship.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Animal Farm'?

The main theme of 'Animal Farm' is the critique of totalitarianism and the
corrupting influence of power. It explores how revolutionary ideals can be



subverted by those in power.

Who are the main characters in 'Animal Farm'?

The main characters include Napoleon, the pig who becomes the tyrannical
leader; Snowball, the intelligent pig who opposes Napoleon; Boxer, the
hardworking horse; and Old Major, the wise boar who inspires the rebellion.

What does the windmill symbolize in 'Animal Farm'?

The windmill symbolizes the animals' hope for a better future and their hard
work towards achieving it. However, it also represents the manipulation of
the working class by the ruling class.

How does Orwell portray the concept of equality in
'Animal Farm'?

Orwell portrays the concept of equality as a noble ideal that is ultimately
corrupted. The famous slogan 'All animals are equal, but some animals are
more equal than others' highlights the hypocrisy of the ruling pigs.

What role does propaganda play in 'Animal Farm'?

Propaganda plays a crucial role in 'Animal Farm' as the pigs, particularly
Squealer, use it to manipulate the other animals, control information, and
maintain their power by distorting the truth.

What is the significance of the ending of 'Animal
Farm'?

The ending of 'Animal Farm' is significant because it illustrates the
complete betrayal of the original revolutionary ideals. The pigs become
indistinguishable from humans, reflecting the cyclical nature of oppression.

How does 'Animal Farm' reflect historical events?

Animal Farm reflects the events of the Russian Revolution and the subsequent
rise of Stalinism, depicting how revolutionary movements can lead to tyranny
and the betrayal of their founding principles.

What literary devices does Orwell use in 'Animal
Farm'?

Orwell employs allegory, satire, and symbolism in 'Animal Farm'. The entire
story serves as an allegory for the Russian Revolution, while characters and
events symbolize real historical figures and occurrences.
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