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Antigone Presented by the Girls of St. Catherine’s is a remarkable adaptation of the timeless Greek

tragedy by Sophocles, showcasing not only the talent of young performers but also their ability to

engage with complex themes of morality, justice, and familial loyalty. St. Catherine’s, an institution

known for its commitment to fostering creativity and critical thinking in young women, took on this

formidable play, breathing new life into its age-old dilemmas. This article explores the production, the

themes it tackled, and the impact it had on both the performers and the audience.

Background of the Play

The Story of Antigone

Antigone is a classic Greek tragedy that revolves around the conflict between Antigone and Creon, the

ruler of Thebes. Following the death of her brothers, Eteocles and Polynices, who killed each other in

a battle for the throne, Creon decrees that Eteocles will be honored with a proper burial, while

Polynices, considered a traitor, will be left unburied as punishment. Antigone defies Creon’s edict,

believing that divine law supersedes human law, and she chooses to bury her brother, which leads to

dire consequences.

Historical Context

Originally written in 441 BC, Antigone has been interpreted through various lenses over the centuries,

including feminist perspectives, political commentary, and philosophical inquiry. The themes are

universally relevant, making it an ideal choice for exploration in modern contexts, particularly in

educational settings like St. Catherine’s.



The Production at St. Catherine’s

Director’s Vision

The production was helmed by an experienced director who aimed to create a contemporary

interpretation of the classic text. The vision was to highlight the emotional depth of the characters while

making the themes accessible to a modern audience. The director emphasized the importance of

understanding the moral implications of Antigone's choices and how they resonate with current societal

issues.

Cast and Crew

The cast comprised talented young actresses from St. Catherine’s, each bringing their unique

interpretation to the characters:

- Antigone: The protagonist, portrayed by a senior student, whose performance was noted for its

emotional intensity and depth.

- Creon: Played by another senior, he embodied the complexity of a ruler torn between duty and

compassion.

- Ismene: Antigone's sister, portrayed with a nuanced understanding of conflict and loyalty.

- Haemon: Creon’s son and Antigone’s love interest, whose internal struggle added layers to the

narrative.

The crew included student stagehands, costume designers, and lighting technicians, all contributing to

the seamless execution of the production.



Set and Costume Design

The set design was minimalistic yet effective, focusing on symbolic elements that represented themes

of power and conflict. The use of stark colors and shadows helped to create an atmosphere of tension

and foreboding.

Costumes were designed to reflect both the traditional Greek aesthetic and modern sensibilities,

allowing the audience to connect with the characters on a personal level. The choices in fabric and

color played a significant role in conveying the emotional states of the characters.

Themes Explored in the Production

Morality and Justice

One of the central themes of Antigone is the conflict between moral law and civil law. The production

at St. Catherine’s emphasized these dilemmas, encouraging the audience to reflect on the nature of

justice. Antigone’s unwavering commitment to her beliefs posed questions about the righteousness of

her actions, prompting discussions on:

- The role of individual conscience versus societal expectations.

- The consequences of defiance in the name of moral duty.

- The impact of leadership styles on law and order.

Family Loyalty

The bond between Antigone and her family was poignantly portrayed, highlighting the lengths one

might go to protect loved ones. The tension between Antigone and Ismene illustrated the varying



interpretations of loyalty and duty. This aspect resonated deeply with the audience, many of whom

could relate to familial obligations and the struggles of balancing personal beliefs with family

expectations.

Gender Roles

The production also opened a dialogue on gender roles, particularly through the character of Antigone,

who defies the patriarchal structures of her society. The girls of St. Catherine's engaged with this

theme, presenting a strong female protagonist who challenges the status quo. Discussions centered

around:

- The implications of Antigone’s rebellion against male authority.

- Feminist interpretations of the text, highlighting resilience and strength in women.

- The portrayal of female characters as complex and multidimensional.

Impact on the Performers

Personal Growth

Participating in such a demanding production had a profound impact on the young actresses involved.

Many reported that portraying strong, complex characters allowed them to explore their identities and

develop confidence. The process of understanding their characters deeply fostered empathy and

critical thinking.



Collaboration and Teamwork

The collaborative nature of theater production encouraged teamwork among the cast and crew.

Students learned to rely on one another, enhancing their communication and cooperation skills. This

experience was invaluable in promoting a sense of community, which is a core value at St.

Catherine’s.

Audience Reception

Critical Response

The audience received the production with enthusiasm, praising the performances and the emotional

weight of the narrative. Many attendees commented on how the themes resonated with contemporary

issues, making the play relevant and thought-provoking.

Post-Performance Discussions

Following the performances, St. Catherine’s hosted discussions where audience members could

express their thoughts and reflections. These conversations allowed for deeper engagement with the

themes of the play and encouraged critical thinking among both students and adults. The discussions

often highlighted the relevance of Antigone’s choices in today’s world, particularly in the context of

social justice movements.



Conclusion

The presentation of Antigone by the Girls of St. Catherine’s was not just a theatrical performance; it

was an exploration of significant themes that resonate across time. The young actresses brought to life

a story of defiance, moral complexity, and familial loyalty, allowing the audience to reflect on their own

beliefs and values. The production showcased the talent and creativity fostered at St. Catherine’s,

proving that the lessons of ancient tragedies are still relevant today. As these young women took the

stage, they not only honored the legacy of Sophocles but also paved the way for future generations to

engage with the arts and the important questions they raise.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in 'Antigone' as presented by the girls of

St. Catherine's?

The production explores themes of defiance, moral duty, and the conflict between individual

conscience and state law.

How does the performance by the girls of St. Catherine's interpret

Antigone's character?

The girls portray Antigone as a strong and determined figure, emphasizing her commitment to family

loyalty and personal beliefs in the face of societal pressure.

What unique elements did the girls of St. Catherine's incorporate into

their rendition of 'Antigone'?

They incorporated modern staging, contemporary costumes, and innovative use of multimedia to

connect the classic themes with today's audience.



How did the audience respond to the St. Catherine's production of

'Antigone'?

The audience responded positively, appreciating the emotional depth of the performances and the

relevance of the play's themes to current social issues.

What role does the chorus play in the girls' adaptation of 'Antigone'?

In this adaptation, the chorus serves as a commentary on the action, providing insight into the societal

implications of Antigone's choices and enhancing the emotional resonance of the story.

What message do the girls of St. Catherine's hope to convey through

their presentation of 'Antigone'?

They hope to convey the importance of standing up for one's beliefs and the complexities of justice

and morality in challenging circumstances.
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