
ap art history required works
AP Art History required works are an essential component of the Advanced
Placement Art History curriculum. This program is designed to introduce high
school students to the history of art from various cultures and time periods.
Understanding these required works not only prepares students for the AP exam
but also enriches their appreciation of art as a form of human expression. In
this article, we will explore the significance of the AP Art History required
works, provide an overview of the key pieces, and discuss how to study and
analyze them effectively.

Understanding AP Art History Required Works

The AP Art History course emphasizes the importance of critical thinking and
analysis. The required works serve as foundational pieces that illustrate key
concepts, movements, and techniques in art history. Students are expected to
familiarize themselves with these works, understand their context, and
analyze their significance.

Why Are These Works Required?

The inclusion of specific works in the AP Art History curriculum serves
several purposes:

Historical Context: Each work reflects the culture, beliefs, and values
of its time.

Artistic Techniques: Students learn about different mediums, styles, and
artistic processes.

Critical Analysis: Engaging with these works encourages students to
think critically about art and its impact on society.

Global Perspective: The selected works span various cultures, fostering
a broader understanding of art history.

Key AP Art History Required Works

The AP Art History curriculum includes a diverse range of works from
different periods and regions. Below is an overview of some of the most
significant required works that students should focus on:



1. Prehistoric Art

- Stonehenge (c. 2500-2000 BCE): A monumental stone circle in England,
significant for its architectural complexity and astronomical alignment.
- Lascaux Caves (c. 15,000 BCE): Famous for its prehistoric cave paintings,
these works provide insight into early human creativity and ritual.

2. Ancient Art

- The Great Pyramid of Giza (c. 2580-2560 BCE): An architectural marvel of
ancient Egypt, symbolizing the power of the Pharaohs and their beliefs in the
afterlife.
- The Parthenon (447-432 BCE): A temple dedicated to Athena in Athens,
showcasing the ideals of ancient Greek architecture and democracy.

3. Medieval Art

- Chartres Cathedral (c. 1194-1220): A masterpiece of Gothic architecture,
known for its stained glass windows and intricate sculptures.
- The Book of Kells (c. 800 CE): An illuminated manuscript that exemplifies
early medieval art and the fusion of Christian and Celtic traditions.

4. Renaissance Art

- Mona Lisa (c. 1503-1506) by Leonardo da Vinci: A quintessential example of
Renaissance portraiture, known for its enigmatic expression and masterful use
of sfumato.
- The School of Athens (1509-1511) by Raphael: A fresco that represents the
pinnacle of Renaissance humanism, featuring prominent philosophers and
scholars.

5. Baroque Art

- The Night Watch (1642) by Rembrandt: A monumental painting that captures a
moment of civic pride and the dynamic use of light and shadow.
- Palace of Versailles (1661-1710): A symbol of absolute monarchy, this
architectural wonder reflects the grandeur and excess of the Baroque period.

6. Modern and Contemporary Art

- The Starry Night (1889) by Vincent van Gogh: An iconic post-impressionist



painting that expresses emotion through color and style.
- Campbell's Soup Cans (1962) by Andy Warhol: A defining work of Pop Art that
challenges traditional notions of art and consumer culture.

Tips for Studying AP Art History Required Works

To excel in AP Art History, it is crucial to develop effective study habits
and strategies. Here are some tips to help you master the required works:

1. Create a Study Schedule

Establish a consistent study routine to cover all required works
systematically. Break down your study sessions into manageable segments and
focus on a few works at a time.

2. Use Visual Aids

Visual aids such as flashcards, charts, and timelines can enhance your
understanding of the context and significance of each work. Consider creating
a visual representation of the key elements of each piece.

3. Engage with the Art

Visit museums, galleries, or virtual exhibitions to see the required works in
person or online. Engaging with the art firsthand can deepen your
appreciation and understanding.

4. Discuss with Peers

Form study groups with classmates to discuss the required works.
Collaborative learning can provide new insights and perspectives that enhance
your understanding.

5. Practice Writing Analyses

Writing practice essays and analyses of the required works can help you
articulate your thoughts and prepare for exam questions. Focus on discussing
the formal elements, context, and significance of each piece.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the AP Art History required works play a pivotal role in
understanding the evolution of art across cultures and time periods. By
familiarizing yourself with these key pieces and employing effective study
strategies, you can develop a comprehensive understanding of art history that
will serve you well in the AP exam and beyond. Embrace the journey of
exploring art, as it not only enriches your knowledge but also deepens your
appreciation for the creativity and expression that shape our world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the AP Art History required works?
The AP Art History required works are a curated list of 250 artworks that
students must study for the AP Art History exam. These works span various
cultures, time periods, and mediums, providing a comprehensive overview of
art history.

How are the AP Art History required works selected?
The required works are selected based on their significance in the history of
art, their representation of key themes, and their relevance to understanding
diverse cultural perspectives. The list is updated periodically to reflect
current scholarship.

Are there any resources available to study the AP
Art History required works?
Yes, there are numerous resources available, including the College Board's
official AP Art History course description, online databases, textbooks, and
various art history websites that provide images, analysis, and historical
context for each required work.

How does understanding the required works benefit
students in the AP Art History course?
Understanding the required works helps students develop critical thinking
skills, analyze visual culture, and appreciate the context in which artworks
were created. This knowledge is crucial for success on the exam and for
further studies in art history.

What types of artworks are included in the AP Art



History required works list?
The list includes a diverse range of artworks, such as paintings, sculptures,
architecture, and decorative arts. It features works from various cultures,
including Western, African, Asian, and Indigenous art, showcasing the global
nature of art history.
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