
ap art history unit 3

AP Art History Unit 3 is a pivotal part of the Advanced Placement Art History curriculum that focuses on
the art and architecture of the Ancient Mediterranean. This unit encompasses a range of significant cultures
and their contributions to the world of art, including the artistic achievements of the Greeks, Romans, and
the Etruscans. Understanding this unit is crucial for students preparing for the AP exam, as it provides
foundational knowledge of how these ancient civilizations influenced subsequent art movements and styles.

Overview of AP Art History Unit 3

In AP Art History Unit 3, students explore the artistic developments from various ancient cultures,
examining how political, social, and religious contexts shaped the art of the time. The unit focuses on
several key areas:

The Etruscan civilization and their contributions to art.

Greek art and architecture, including the evolution of styles and themes.

Roman art, including the adaptation of Greek styles and innovations.

The impact of mythology and religion on artistic expression.

Each of these areas plays a significant role in understanding the broader narrative of art history and its
evolution over time.

The Etruscans: Art and Architecture

The Etruscan civilization, flourishing in central Italy from the 9th to the 1st centuries BCE, is often
overshadowed by its more famous neighbors, Greece and Rome. However, Etruscan art and architecture
laid the groundwork for many Roman innovations.

Characteristics of Etruscan Art

Etruscan art is characterized by its vibrant frescoes, intricate pottery, and distinctive tomb paintings. Key



features include:

Funerary Art: Etruscans placed great importance on the afterlife, and their tombs were decorated1.
with frescoes depicting banquets and daily life, conveying their beliefs about the afterlife.

Terracotta Sculpture: Many Etruscan sculptures were made of terracotta, often representing deities2.
or mythological figures, and were used to adorn temples.

Metalwork: Etruscan artisans were skilled in metalwork, creating intricate jewelry and ceremonial3.
objects that displayed their craftsmanship.

Greek Art: The Evolution of Styles

The art of ancient Greece is renowned for its beauty and influence, and it can be divided into several key
periods: the Geometric, Archaic, Classical, and Hellenistic.

Geometric and Archaic Periods

During the Geometric period (circa 900-700 BCE), Greek art focused on abstract shapes and patterns,
primarily seen in pottery. The Archaic period (circa 700-500 BCE) saw the emergence of more
representational art, including:

Kouros Statues: These life-sized marble statues of young men exemplified the Greek fascination with
the human form.

Black-Figure Pottery: This technique involved painting figures in black slip on red clay, allowing
for intricate storytelling on pottery.

The Classical Period

The Classical period (circa 500-323 BCE) marked a peak in Greek artistic achievement. Key elements
include:



Naturalism: Artists began to focus on realistic proportions and anatomical accuracy, as seen in works1.
like Polykleitos's "Doryphoros."

Architecture: The Parthenon, a temple dedicated to Athena, exemplifies the Doric order and the2.
Greeks’ architectural advancements.

Sculpture: The work of sculptors like Phidias and Praxiteles pushed the boundaries of representation,3.
capturing emotion and movement.

The Hellenistic Period

The Hellenistic period (323-31 BCE) followed the conquests of Alexander the Great, leading to a cultural
blend and the emergence of new artistic styles:

Dramatic Expression: Art became more expressive and dynamic, as seen in the "Laocoön Group,"
which depicts intense emotional struggle.

Realism: Increased focus on everyday life and less idealized representations, as seen in works like
"Venus de Milo."

Roman Art: Adaptation and Innovation

Roman art is heavily influenced by Greek precedents but also showcases unique innovations that reflect
Roman culture and values.

Key Features of Roman Art

Roman art can be divided into several forms, including sculpture, painting, and architecture. Notable
characteristics include:

Realism in Portraiture: Roman portraiture is known for its realistic, sometimes unflattering1.
depictions, which conveyed the virtues of age and wisdom.



Architecture: The Romans excelled in architectural innovation, utilizing concrete to create2.
monumental structures like the Colosseum and the Pantheon.

Mosaics and Frescoes: Roman homes were often adorned with intricate mosaics and frescoes that3.
depicted scenes from mythology and daily life.

Roman Contributions to Art and Architecture

The Romans made several key contributions to the field of art and architecture:

Development of the Arch: The use of the arch allowed for the construction of larger and more stable
structures.

Public Spaces: The Romans created public spaces like forums, baths, and amphitheaters that
showcased their architectural prowess.

The Influence of Mythology and Religion

Both Greek and Roman art were significantly influenced by mythology and religion, which shaped their
artistic expressions.

Mythology in Art

Mythological themes were prevalent in both Greek and Roman art:

Depictions of Gods and Goddesses: Many artworks featured representations of deities, reflecting the1.
cultures' religious beliefs.

Heroic Narratives: Stories of heroes, such as Hercules, were common subjects, emphasizing ideals of2.
strength and virtue.



Religious Art

In addition to mythological themes, religious art served to convey spiritual beliefs:

Temples: Structures like the Parthenon and Roman temples were designed to honor the gods and
facilitate worship.

Sacred Rituals: Artworks often depicted sacred rituals, communicating the importance of religion in
everyday life.

Conclusion

AP Art History Unit 3 provides an essential exploration of the art and architecture of the Ancient
Mediterranean. By studying the Etruscans, Greeks, and Romans, students can appreciate the profound
impact these cultures had on the development of art throughout history. Understanding the themes, styles,
and techniques of this unit is crucial for any student aiming to excel in the AP Art History exam, as it lays
the groundwork for analyzing art in a broader historical context. As students engage with the material,
they will gain insight into how ancient civilizations shaped artistic expression and influenced future
generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key characteristics of the art from the Renaissance period
covered in AP Art History Unit 3?
Key characteristics include a focus on humanism, naturalism, use of perspective, and classical themes,
alongside a renewed interest in the study of anatomy and the depiction of the human figure.

Which famous artists' works are studied in Unit 3 of AP Art History?
Unit 3 typically covers artists such as Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael, and Titian, among others.

How does Unit 3 address the impact of the Protestant Reformation on art?
Unit 3 discusses how the Protestant Reformation led to a decline in religious art in some areas, fostering the
rise of secular themes and new forms of expression in regions influenced by Protestantism.



What role does patronage play in the art of the Renaissance as outlined in
Unit 3?
Patronage plays a crucial role as wealthy individuals and institutions, such as the Medici family and the
Catholic Church, funded artists, influencing the themes and styles of the artwork produced.

What is the significance of the concept of 'sfumato' in Renaissance
painting?
Sfumato is a technique used to create a soft transition between colors and tones, enhancing the realism and
three-dimensionality in paintings, prominently used by artists like Leonardo da Vinci.

How does Unit 3 explore the transition from Medieval to Renaissance art?
Unit 3 examines the shift from the flat, symbolic representation of figures in Medieval art to the more
realistic and human-centered approach of the Renaissance, highlighting changes in perspective, anatomy,
and composition.

What are some examples of architectural advancements discussed in Unit
3?
Examples include the use of domes, such as in St. Peter's Basilica, and the implementation of classical
elements like columns and arches, showcasing the revival of Greco-Roman architecture.

How does the study of gender representation in Renaissance art feature
in AP Art History Unit 3?
Unit 3 addresses how women were often idealized in art, represented as muses or allegorical figures, and
discusses the limited roles women played as both subjects and creators in the art world.

What is the role of allegory in Renaissance art as discussed in Unit 3?
Allegory plays a significant role in Renaissance art, where artists used symbolic imagery to convey
complex ideas and moral messages, often reflecting contemporary societal values and beliefs.

How does Unit 3 highlight the differences between Northern
Renaissance and Southern Renaissance art?
Unit 3 contrasts Northern Renaissance art's emphasis on detail and texture with Southern Renaissance art's
focus on classical ideals, humanism, and dramatic composition, highlighting cultural and regional variations.
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