ap english language and composition
2021 free response questions

ap english language and composition 2021 free response questions provide
students with an essential opportunity to demonstrate their analytical, rhetorical, and
writing skills. These questions are a critical component of the AP English Language and
Composition exam, designed to assess a student’s ability to interpret texts, construct
arguments, and synthesize information effectively. The 2021 free response section
continued to challenge students with prompts that require close reading and persuasive
writing, reflecting the College Board’s emphasis on critical thinking and communication.
This article explores the structure and content of the 2021 free response questions,
offering insights into each prompt type and strategies for approaching them. Educators
and students alike can benefit from a detailed breakdown of how these questions are
formulated and scored, as well as tips on maximizing performance. Understanding the
nuances of the 2021 free response questions is crucial for success in AP English Language
and Composition and for developing advanced writing skills.
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Overview of the 2021 Free Response Questions

The AP English Language and Composition 2021 free response questions consisted of
three distinct prompts designed to evaluate a wide range of analytical and writing
abilities. Each question required students to engage with different types of texts or
rhetorical situations, reflecting the exam’s focus on rhetoric, argumentation, and
synthesis. These questions aimed to test skills such as rhetorical analysis, argumentative
writing, and synthesis of multiple sources. The 2021 exam maintained the traditional
format of the free response section, which is a critical part of the overall AP score,
accounting for 55% of the exam’s total score. The questions were crafted to be accessible
yet challenging, encouraging students to apply their reading and writing proficiency in
timed conditions.



Types of Free Response Questions

The 2021 free response questions included three main types, each with a specific purpose
and focus. Understanding these types is fundamental for students preparing for the exam
and for educators developing effective teaching strategies.

Rhetorical Analysis Question

This question asks students to analyze how an author crafts an argument or conveys a
message using rhetorical strategies and techniques. Students must identify and explain
the use of devices such as diction, syntax, imagery, and tone to demonstrate the
effectiveness of the author’s writing.

Argumentative Essay Question

The argumentative prompt requires students to take a clear position on a given topic and
support their claim with logical reasoning, evidence, and persuasive techniques. This
essay tests the ability to construct coherent, well-supported arguments and to address
counterarguments effectively.

Synthesis Essay Question

The synthesis question involves combining information from multiple provided sources to
develop a well-informed argument. Students must integrate diverse perspectives and data
while maintaining their own voice and thesis throughout the essay.

Detailed Analysis of Each Question

Examining the specific prompts from the 2021 free response section illuminates the
expectations and challenges faced by students during the exam.

Rhetorical Analysis Prompt

The 2021 rhetorical analysis prompt featured a passage from a contemporary essay or
speech. Students were tasked with dissecting how the author used rhetorical strategies to
engage the audience and convey a persuasive message. This required careful attention to
language, structure, and the overall tone of the passage.

Argumentative Essay Prompt

The argumentative question presented a socially relevant topic, inviting students to
articulate a clear stance supported by reasoning and evidence. The prompt encouraged
nuanced thinking and the ability to anticipate opposing viewpoints, thus fostering critical



analysis and effective communication.

Synthesis Essay Prompt

The synthesis prompt consisted of several short texts, including excerpts from articles,
speeches, or studies. Students needed to synthesize these sources to create a cohesive
argument, demonstrating the ability to evaluate and integrate multiple perspectives into a
single, persuasive essay.

Strategies for Answering the 2021 Free Response
Questions

Success on the AP English Language and Composition 2021 free response questions
depends heavily on preparation and methodical approaches to each prompt type.
Implementing effective strategies can improve clarity, coherence, and overall quality of
student responses.

Understanding the Prompt

Carefully reading and annotating the prompt is crucial. Students should identify key
terms, the task required, and the specific focus of the question before beginning to plan
their essays.

Planning and Outlining

Developing a quick outline helps organize ideas logically and ensures that all parts of the
prompt are addressed. This step is especially important under timed conditions to
maintain focus and coherence.

Using Textual Evidence

Incorporating relevant examples and quotations from the provided texts or the prompt
passage strengthens the argument or analysis. Students should select evidence that
directly supports their thesis and explain its significance clearly.

Writing with Clarity and Precision

Clear and effective writing is essential for conveying complex ideas. Students should
prioritize concise language, varied sentence structures, and logical transitions to enhance
readability and impact.



Time Management

Allocating time wisely among reading, planning, writing, and revising ensures that each
essay meets the required length and quality standards. Leaving a few minutes for review
can help catch errors and improve the final product.

Scoring and Evaluation Criteria

The AP English Language and Composition 2021 free response questions were scored
according to specific rubrics established by the College Board. Understanding these
criteria can guide students in focusing their efforts where it matters most.

Rhetorical Analysis Scoring

Essays were evaluated based on the accuracy and depth of rhetorical analysis, coherence
of organization, and effectiveness of writing. Higher scores were awarded to responses
that demonstrated insightful understanding of rhetorical strategies and their effects.

Argumentative Essay Scoring

Scorers looked for a clear, defensible thesis, well-developed arguments supported by
evidence, and acknowledgment of counterarguments. Logical organization and stylistic
maturity also influenced scores.

Synthesis Essay Scoring

The synthesis essay was assessed on the ability to integrate multiple sources effectively,
present a strong central argument, and maintain clarity and coherence throughout the
essay. Proper citation and accurate representation of sources contributed to higher
scores.

General Scoring Tips

1. Address all parts of the prompt fully and accurately.

2. Use specific and relevant evidence to support claims.

3. Maintain a clear and consistent argument or analysis.

4. Demonstrate command of language, grammar, and style.

5. Organize ideas logically with effective transitions.



Frequently Asked Questions

What topics were covered in the AP English Language
and Composition 2021 free response questions?

The 2021 AP English Language and Composition free response questions covered
rhetorical analysis, argumentative writing, and synthesis of multiple sources.

How many free response questions were on the AP
English Language and Composition 2021 exam?

The 2021 AP English Language and Composition exam included three free response
questions.

What skills are tested by the AP English Language and
Composition 2021 free response questions?

The free response questions test students' abilities in rhetorical analysis, crafting coherent
arguments, synthesizing information from multiple texts, and writing clearly and
persuasively.

Where can I find the official AP English Language and
Composition 2021 free response questions?

The official 2021 AP English Language and Composition free response questions are
available on the College Board's official website under the AP Central section.

What is the best approach to prepare for the free
response section of the AP English Language and
Composition 2021 exam?

The best approach includes practicing with past free response questions, analyzing sample
high-scoring essays, improving rhetorical analysis skills, and developing strong
argumentative writing techniques.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering AP English Language and Composition: 2021 Free Response Insights

This book offers a comprehensive analysis of the 2021 free response questions, breaking
down each prompt and providing strategies for effective essay writing. It includes sample
responses, scoring guidelines, and tips to help students understand what AP graders look
for. Ideal for students aiming to improve their essay-writing skills for the AP exam.

2. 2021 AP English Language Free Response: Practice and Analysis
Focused exclusively on the 2021 free response section, this guide offers detailed



explanations for each question along with practice prompts. It encourages critical thinking
and rhetorical analysis, helping students build confidence in tackling similar questions.
The book also includes annotated essays to illustrate strong writing techniques.

3. AP English Language and Composition: 2021 FRQ Breakdown

This resource provides a step-by-step breakdown of each free response question from the
2021 exam. It emphasizes the importance of thesis development, evidence integration, and
rhetorical strategies. Students can use it to practice organizing their thoughts and crafting
coherent, persuasive essays.

4. Writing High-Scoring Essays for AP English Language 2021

A practical guide focused on essay structure, argument development, and stylistic
elements tailored to the 2021 free response prompts. It includes writing exercises and
sample essays scored by AP standards. The book is designed to help students elevate their
writing to meet exam expectations.

5. Rhetorical Analysis and Argumentation: AP English Language 2021 Free Response
This book dives deep into the two key skills tested in the 2021 AP Lang free response:
rhetorical analysis and argumentation. It offers strategies for identifying rhetorical
devices and constructing persuasive arguments. With examples from the 2021 exam,
students learn how to apply these techniques effectively.

6. 2021 AP English Language Free Response Question Workbook

A workbook-style resource filled with exercises inspired by the 2021 free response
questions. It promotes active learning by asking students to draft outlines, develop thesis
statements, and revise essays. This hands-on approach helps reinforce essential writing
skills through repeated practice.

7. Scoring High on AP English Language: 2021 Free Response Edition

This guide focuses on understanding the AP scoring rubric for the 2021 free response
section and how to meet each criterion. It provides annotated essays that illustrate
common pitfalls and successful strategies. Students gain insight into what separates a top-
scoring essay from an average one.

8. Essential Strategies for AP English Language 2021 Free Response

Covering time management, planning, and writing techniques, this book helps students
approach the 2021 free response questions with confidence. It includes tips for quick
brainstorming and organizing ideas under time constraints. Perfect for students seeking to
optimize their exam-day performance.

9. AP English Language and Composition: 2021 Free Response Question Companion
This companion guide offers detailed commentary on each 2021 free response prompt,
explaining the underlying themes and rhetorical challenges. It encourages students to
engage deeply with the texts and craft nuanced essays. The book also features practice
prompts modeled after the 2021 exam for further study.
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