
ap psychology chapter 4 vocab
ap psychology chapter 4 vocab covers essential terms and concepts related to the study of
learning and behavior, a critical component of the AP Psychology curriculum. Understanding these
vocabulary words is fundamental for students aiming to master the principles of behavioral
psychology. This chapter delves into classical conditioning, operant conditioning, observational
learning, and the various processes that influence how organisms learn from their environment. By
familiarizing oneself with this specialized vocabulary, students can better grasp the mechanisms of
learning and apply these concepts to real-world examples. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the key terms, ensuring a strong foundation for exam preparation and deeper
psychological understanding. The following sections will explore definitions, examples, and
applications of the most important vocabulary from AP Psychology Chapter 4.

Classical Conditioning Vocabulary

Operant Conditioning Terms

Observational Learning and Cognitive Processes

Key Learning Concepts and Applications

Classical Conditioning Vocabulary
Classical conditioning, originally studied by Ivan Pavlov, is a fundamental learning process in which
an organism learns to associate two stimuli. This section covers the core vocabulary necessary to
understand how classical conditioning works and its implications in psychology.

Unconditioned Stimulus (US)
The unconditioned stimulus is a stimulus that naturally and automatically triggers a response
without prior learning. For example, in Pavlov’s experiments, food was the unconditioned stimulus
that caused salivation in dogs.

Unconditioned Response (UR)
The unconditioned response is the unlearned, naturally occurring reaction to the unconditioned
stimulus. Salivation in response to food is an example of an unconditioned response.

Conditioned Stimulus (CS)
A conditioned stimulus is a previously neutral stimulus that, after being paired repeatedly with the
unconditioned stimulus, begins to trigger a similar response. In Pavlov’s study, the sound of a bell



became the conditioned stimulus after it was associated with food.

Conditioned Response (CR)
The conditioned response is the learned response to the conditioned stimulus that occurs after the
association is established. The dogs’ salivation in response to the bell alone exemplifies a
conditioned response.

Acquisition
Acquisition refers to the initial stage of learning when the organism begins to associate the
conditioned stimulus with the unconditioned stimulus, leading to the conditioned response.

Extinction
Extinction occurs when the conditioned stimulus is repeatedly presented without the unconditioned
stimulus, causing the conditioned response to weaken and eventually disappear.

Spontaneous Recovery
Spontaneous recovery is the reappearance of a previously extinguished conditioned response after a
pause, demonstrating that extinction suppresses rather than eliminates the learned association.

Generalization and Discrimination
Generalization happens when stimuli similar to the conditioned stimulus also elicit the conditioned
response. Discrimination is the ability to distinguish between the conditioned stimulus and other
similar stimuli, responding only to the specific conditioned stimulus.
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Operant Conditioning Terms
Operant conditioning, developed by B.F. Skinner, involves learning through consequences, where
behaviors are strengthened or weakened based on reinforcement or punishment. This section
outlines the key vocabulary used to describe operant conditioning principles.

Reinforcement
Reinforcement is any consequence that increases the likelihood of a behavior recurring. It can be
positive or negative, depending on whether something is added or removed.

Positive Reinforcement
Positive reinforcement involves presenting a pleasant stimulus after a behavior, increasing the
probability of that behavior. For example, giving a child praise for completing homework encourages
the behavior.

Negative Reinforcement
Negative reinforcement involves removing an unpleasant stimulus to increase a behavior. For
instance, turning off a loud alarm when a button is pressed encourages pressing the button.

Punishment
Punishment decreases the likelihood that a behavior will occur again. It can also be positive or
negative, involving the addition of an unpleasant stimulus or the removal of a pleasant one.

Positive Punishment
Positive punishment adds an unfavorable consequence after a behavior, such as receiving a speeding
ticket for reckless driving.

Negative Punishment
Negative punishment removes a desired stimulus following a behavior, like taking away a teenager’s
phone privileges for missing curfew.



Schedules of Reinforcement
Schedules of reinforcement describe the timing and frequency of reinforcement delivery, influencing
how quickly and strongly behaviors are learned. These include fixed-ratio, variable-ratio, fixed-
interval, and variable-interval schedules.

Shaping
Shaping involves reinforcing successive approximations of a target behavior, gradually guiding an
organism toward the desired action.
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Observational Learning and Cognitive Processes
Observational learning expands the understanding of learning by emphasizing the role of modeling
and cognition. This section highlights the vocabulary related to learning through observation and
mental processes.

Observational Learning
Observational learning, or modeling, occurs when an organism learns by watching the actions of
others and the consequences they experience. Albert Bandura’s Bobo doll experiment is a classic
example demonstrating this learning type.

Modeling
Modeling is the process of imitating the behavior of a model, which can be a parent, peer, or media
figure. Effective modeling often requires attention, retention, reproduction, and motivation.

Mirror Neurons
Mirror neurons are brain cells that fire both when an individual performs an action and when they
observe the same action performed by others, playing a crucial role in imitation and empathy.



Latent Learning
Latent learning is learning that occurs but is not immediately demonstrated in behavior until there is
motivation to do so. This concept challenges the notion that reinforcement is always necessary for
learning.

Insight Learning
Insight learning involves a sudden realization or understanding of how to solve a problem without
trial-and-error behavior, indicating cognitive processing beyond simple conditioning.
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Key Learning Concepts and Applications
This section encompasses additional important vocabulary and concepts that relate to learning
theories and their practical applications in psychology and everyday life.

Habituation
Habituation is the process by which an organism decreases or ceases its responses to a repetitive
stimulus that is neither harmful nor rewarding.

Sensitization
Sensitization is the opposite of habituation, where repeated exposure to a stimulus results in an
increased response.

Behaviorism
Behaviorism is a psychological approach that emphasizes the study of observable behaviors and the
role of environmental factors as determinants of behavior, largely influenced by classical and
operant conditioning.



Biological Constraints
Biological constraints refer to innate predispositions that limit the kinds of associations organisms
can learn, explaining why some conditioned responses are easier to acquire than others.

Preparedness
Preparedness is the biological readiness to learn certain associations more easily due to evolutionary
factors, such as the tendency to quickly associate taste with sickness.

Learned Helplessness
Learned helplessness occurs when an organism learns that its actions have no effect on the
environment, leading to passive behavior even in situations where control is possible.

Application of Learning Principles
Learning theories have practical applications in various fields including education, therapy, animal
training, and behavior modification programs. Understanding the vocabulary of AP Psychology
Chapter 4 enables deeper insight into these applications.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of 'habituation' in AP Psychology
Chapter 4 vocabulary?
Habituation is a decrease in response to a stimulus after repeated exposure to it.



How does 'sensory adaptation' differ from habituation?
Sensory adaptation is the diminished sensitivity to a constant stimulus, while habituation is a
decrease in behavioral response to a repeated stimulus.

What does 'classical conditioning' refer to in AP Psychology
Chapter 4?
Classical conditioning is a learning process in which a neutral stimulus becomes associated with an
unconditioned stimulus to elicit a conditioned response.

Define 'unconditioned stimulus' as per Chapter 4 vocabulary.
An unconditioned stimulus is a stimulus that naturally and automatically triggers a response without
prior learning.

What is a 'conditioned response' in the context of classical
conditioning?
A conditioned response is the learned response to a previously neutral stimulus that has become
conditioned.

Explain the term 'operant conditioning' from Chapter 4.
Operant conditioning is a type of learning where behavior is controlled by consequences like
reinforcement or punishment.

What is 'positive reinforcement' in operant conditioning?
Positive reinforcement is the addition of a rewarding stimulus to increase the likelihood of a
behavior recurring.

Define 'observational learning' as covered in AP Psychology
Chapter 4.
Observational learning is acquiring new behaviors by watching and imitating others.

What is the role of 'extinction' in classical conditioning?
Extinction occurs when the conditioned response decreases and eventually disappears because the
conditioned stimulus is no longer paired with the unconditioned stimulus.

Additional Resources
1. Biopsychology: Exploring the Brain and Behavior
This book delves into the biological foundations of behavior, focusing on how the brain and nervous



system influence psychological processes. It covers essential topics such as neurons,
neurotransmitters, and the brain's structure, which are critical vocabulary components in AP
Psychology Chapter 4. Readers gain a thorough understanding of how biology shapes cognition,
emotion, and behavior through clear explanations and real-world examples.

2. Sensation and Perception: Understanding the Mind’s Interface
Focusing on the fundamental concepts of sensation and perception, this book explains how sensory
information is received and interpreted by the brain. It introduces key terms like transduction,
absolute threshold, and sensory adaptation, which are integral to Chapter 4 vocabulary. The text
also explores the differences between bottom-up and top-down processing with engaging
illustrations and case studies.

3. The Psychology of Consciousness: States and Awareness
This book explores various states of consciousness, including sleep, hypnosis, and meditation, which
are vital topics in AP Psychology’s vocabulary. It explains the biological and psychological
mechanisms behind these states and discusses how they affect behavior and mental processes.
Students will find clear definitions and examples that clarify complex concepts such as circadian
rhythms and REM sleep.

4. Neuroscience and Behavior: The Foundations of Psychological Functioning
A comprehensive guide to the nervous system’s role in behavior, this text emphasizes vocabulary
related to neurons, the central nervous system, and neurotransmission. It connects biological
processes to psychological phenomena, providing a solid foundation for understanding how the brain
enables thought, emotion, and action. The book is rich with diagrams and practical applications for
AP Psychology learners.

5. Perception and Sensory Processing: From Stimuli to Experience
This book breaks down the processes by which sensory input is converted into perceptual
experience, highlighting key vocabulary terms like gestalt principles, perceptual constancy, and
depth cues. It offers detailed explanations of the sensory systems and how they work together to
create a coherent view of the world. The engaging content helps students link vocabulary to real-life
perceptual phenomena.

6. Sleep and Dreams: The Science of Rest and Consciousness
Exploring the physiology and psychology of sleep, this book covers essential terms such as sleep
stages, REM, and sleep disorders. It discusses the significance of sleep for mental and physical
health and examines various theories about why we dream. This resource is ideal for students
looking to master vocabulary related to consciousness and sleep cycles in Chapter 4.

7. Psychophysics and Sensory Thresholds: Measuring Experience
This text focuses on the quantitative aspects of sensation, introducing vocabulary like absolute
threshold, difference threshold, and signal detection theory. It explains how psychologists measure
sensory experiences and the factors that influence perception. The book provides practical examples
and experiments that help solidify understanding of these specialized terms.

8. Attention and Awareness: The Cognitive Gatekeepers
Concentrating on the mechanisms of attention and selective awareness, this book defines key
vocabulary such as selective attention, inattentional blindness, and divided attention. It explores
how these processes govern what information reaches conscious awareness and how they affect
learning and behavior. The material is presented in an accessible way, making complex concepts
easy to grasp.



9. Neurotransmitters and the Brain: Chemical Messengers of Behavior
This book provides a detailed overview of neurotransmitters and their roles in regulating mood,
cognition, and behavior. It introduces important vocabulary like dopamine, serotonin, and synapse,
linking chemical processes to psychological outcomes. Students will benefit from the clear
explanations of how neurotransmitter imbalances relate to mental health conditions, reinforcing
Chapter 4’s vocabulary.
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