appeasement before world war 2
worksheet answer key

Appeasement before World War 2 worksheet answer key provides a comprehensive
understanding of the policy adopted by various nations in the lead-up to one of the most
devastating conflicts in modern history. Appeasement, particularly associated with British
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, was a strategy aimed at maintaining peace by
conceding to the demands of aggressive powers, most notably Nazi Germany. This article
will delve into the concept of appeasement, its historical context, key events that
exemplified this policy, and its ultimate failure, alongside insights into creating an
effective worksheet for students to analyze this critical period.

Understanding Appeasement

Appeasement is a diplomatic strategy that involves making concessions to an aggressive
power in order to avoid conflict. The policy was particularly relevant during the 1930s, as
European nations sought to prevent another catastrophic war following the devastation of
World War L.

The Origins of Appeasement

The roots of appeasement can be traced back to several interrelated factors:

1. World War I Aftermath: The Treaty of Versailles, imposed on Germany after World War
I, created significant economic hardship and national humiliation, fostering resentment
among the German populace.

2. Economic Conditions: The Great Depression of the 1930s led to economic instability in
Europe, making countries more reluctant to engage in conflict.

3. Fear of Communism: The rise of the Soviet Union and the spread of communism
instilled fear in many Western nations, prompting them to consider fascist regimes as a
bulwark against leftist ideologies.

These factors created a climate in which many European leaders believed that satisfying
the demands of aggressive powers could preserve peace.

Key Events Exemplifying Appeasement

Several significant events during the 1930s illustrate the policy of appeasement in action:



The Remilitarization of the Rhineland (1936)

In March 1936, Hitler ordered German troops to reoccupy the Rhineland, violating the
Treaty of Versailles. The response from France and Britain was tepid; they did not act
militarily, believing that confronting Germany could lead to another war. This event
marked a significant turning point, as it emboldened Hitler to pursue further aggressive
actions.

The Annexation of Austria (Anschluss) (1938)

In March 1938, Germany annexed Austria in a move that was met with minimal resistance
from other European nations. The lack of intervention from Britain and France signaled to
Hitler that he could continue his expansionist agenda without facing serious
consequences.

The Munich Agreement (1938)

Perhaps the most notorious example of appeasement was the Munich Agreement, in which
Britain and France allowed Hitler to annex the Sudetenland, a region of Czechoslovakia, in
exchange for a promise of no further territorial expansion. Chamberlain famously returned
to Britain declaring he had secured "peace for our time." However, this agreement only
encouraged further aggression from Germany.

Invasion of Czechoslovakia (1939)

Despite the promises made at Munich, Hitler's invasion of Czechoslovakia in March 1939
demonstrated that appeasement had failed. The dismemberment of Czechoslovakia
showed that Hitler had no intention of honoring agreements made with Western powers.

The Consequences of Appeasement

The policy of appeasement had several profound consequences that contributed to the
outbreak of World War II:

1. Emboldened Aggressors: Hitler's successes led to an increase in confidence among Axis
powers, encouraging further acts of aggression.

2. Failure of Diplomacy: The inability of Western powers to confront Germany early on
undermined diplomatic efforts and emboldened totalitarian regimes.

3. Loss of Trust: The appeasement strategy eroded trust between nations and ultimately
led to the breakdown of diplomatic relations.



Creating an Effective Worksheet on Appeasement

When teaching students about the policy of appeasement before World War II,
incorporating a worksheet can facilitate a deeper understanding of the topic. Here are
some suggestions for creating an effective worksheet:

Worksheet Components

1. Key Terms: Include definitions of key terms such as appeasement, isolationism, and
totalitarianism.

2. Timeline Activity: Create a timeline for students to fill in key events leading up to World
War II, including the remilitarization of the Rhineland, the annexation of Austria, and the
Munich Agreement.

3. Cause and Effect Chart: Ask students to analyze the causes and effects of appeasement,
illustrating how one event led to another.

4. Discussion Questions: Include open-ended questions that encourage critical thinking,
such as:

- What were the motivations behind the policy of appeasement?

- Do you think appeasement was a justified strategy? Why or why not?

5. Case Studies: Assign students to research different countries' responses to German
aggression and how those responses aligned with or contradicted the policy of
appeasement.

Conclusion

In summary, appeasement before World War 2 worksheet answer key highlights a
critical period in history characterized by the failure of diplomatic efforts to prevent war.
Understanding the historical context and key events surrounding appeasement provides
valuable lessons about the dangers of inaction in the face of aggression. By utilizing
worksheets and engaging activities, educators can help students grasp the complexities of
this era and encourage them to think critically about the implications of appeasement in
both historical and contemporary contexts. As we reflect on this pivotal moment, it is
essential to remember that the decisions made during this time shaped the course of
history, leading to one of the most significant conflicts in human history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the policy of appeasement before World War
I1?

The policy of appeasement involved concessions made by Western powers, particularly
Britain and France, to Germany and Italy in hopes of avoiding conflict.



Which two leaders are most associated with the policy of
appeasement?

British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain and French Premier Edouard Daladier are
most associated with the policy of appeasement.

What specific event is often cited as a key example of
appeasement?

The Munich Agreement of 1938, where Britain and France allowed Nazi Germany to annex
the Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia, is a key example.

What were the main reasons for the adoption of the
appeasement policy?

The main reasons included the desire to avoid another devastating war, economic
concerns, and underestimation of Hitler's ambitions.

How did the policy of appeasement ultimately affect the
onset of World War II?

The policy of appeasement emboldened Hitler, leading to further aggression and
ultimately the outbreak of World War II in 1939.

Which countries were primarily involved in the
appeasement policy?

Primarily, Britain and France were involved, while Germany, under Adolf Hitler, was the
main aggressor.

What was the public opinion in Britain regarding
appeasement at the time?

Initially, public opinion in Britain largely supported appeasement, as many sought to avoid
war after the devastation of World War 1.

What was the outcome of the Munich Agreement?

The outcome of the Munich Agreement was the dismemberment of Czechoslovakia, with
the Sudetenland being ceded to Germany, which failed to prevent further aggression.

Who ultimately criticized the policy of appeasement in
Britain?

Winston Churchill was one of the most prominent critics of the policy of appeasement,
arguing that it would lead to greater conflict.
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