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Understanding the Application for the Degree of an
Honorary Past Potentate

The application for the degree of an honorary past potentate is a prestigious recognition
within the context of Masonic or Shriners organizations, particularly for those who have demonstrated
exceptional service and dedication to their fraternity and community. This honorary degree
acknowledges the contributions of members who have held significant positions and have shown an
unwavering commitment to the ideals and values of the organization.

This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the application process, the significance of
the honorary past potentate title, and the criteria for eligibility.

The Significance of the Honorary Past Potentate
Degree

The title of honorary past potentate is not merely a ceremonial distinction; it carries with it a long-
standing tradition within the Masonic and Shrine communities. This degree recognizes members who
have:

Exemplified leadership skills within the organization.

Contributed significantly to charitable endeavors.

Promoted the values of brotherhood, service, and community engagement.

Served in leadership capacities, particularly as potentate of a shrine temple.

Receiving this honorary degree not only honors the individual but also inspires others within the
organization to strive for excellence and service. It symbolizes a lasting commitment to the fraternity
and a recognition of the impact that dedicated members can have on the organization and the
broader community.

Eligibility Criteria for Application

To apply for the degree of honorary past potentate, candidates typically need to meet specific



eligibility criteria. While these criteria may vary from one organization to another, the following are
common requirements:

Membership Status: The applicant must be a member in good standing of the Masonic1.
fraternity or Shrine organization.

Previous Office: The applicant should have served as the potentate of a shrine temple or held2.
an equivalent leadership position.

Service Record: The individual must have a proven history of dedicated service to the3.
organization and its community.

Recommendations: Typically, the application must be supported by recommendations from4.
fellow members or leaders within the organization.

Time Requirement: Some organizations may require a minimum period to have passed since5.
the applicant's term as potentate before applying for this honorary degree.

These criteria ensure that only those who have exemplified the virtues of leadership and service are
considered for this esteemed recognition.

The Application Process

The application for the honorary past potentate degree typically involves several steps. While the
exact process can vary by organization, the following outlines a standard procedure for applying:

Step 1: Gather Required Documentation

Before beginning the application, candidates should ensure they have all necessary documentation.
This may include:

A completed application form, which can usually be obtained from the organization’s website or
local temple.

Documentation of service, such as awards or recognition received during tenure as potentate.

Letters of recommendation from fellow members or leaders attesting to the applicant’s
contributions and character.



Step 2: Complete the Application Form

The application form is a critical component of the process. Candidates should:

Provide accurate personal and membership information.

Detail their service and contributions to the organization.

Explain their motivation for applying for the honorary past potentate degree.

Carefully completing the application form with clear and concise information is vital to making a
strong impression.

Step 3: Submit the Application

Once the application form and supporting documents are completed, the next step is to submit the
application. Candidates should:

Check submission deadlines, as many organizations have specific timelines for consideration.

Ensure all materials are submitted together, if possible, to avoid any delays.

Keep a copy of the application for personal records.

Step 4: Await Review and Decision

After submission, the application will undergo a review process. This may involve:

A committee evaluating the application based on the established criteria.

Interviews or discussions with the applicant, if deemed necessary.

Votes by members or leaders to determine approval.

Candidates may need to be patient during this stage, as reviews can take time depending on the
organization's processes.



Receiving the Honorary Degree

If the application is approved, the candidate will be formally notified and invited to participate in a
ceremonial presentation of the honorary past potentate degree. This ceremony is often a significant
event for both the recipient and the organization, highlighting:

The contributions of the honoree to the fraternity.

The importance of service and leadership within the Masonic and Shrine communities.

The opportunity for fellow members to celebrate and recognize the achievements of their peers.

During the ceremony, the candidate may receive a certificate or plaque commemorating the honorary
past potentate title alongside other honors that may be presented.

Conclusion

The application for the degree of an honorary past potentate is a meaningful process that reflects the
values of leadership, service, and dedication within the Masonic and Shrine organizations. It offers an
opportunity for deserving members to be recognized for their contributions and inspires others to
follow in their footsteps.

Understanding the eligibility criteria, the application process, and what to expect after submission can
help candidates navigate this important journey with confidence. For those who aspire to this honor,
the journey is not just about the title itself but about the commitment to the principles of brotherhood
and service that define the Masonic community. By fostering these ideals, candidates can ensure that
their contributions leave a lasting impact on both their organization and the communities they serve.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an honorary past potentate?
An honorary past potentate is a title awarded to a member of a Masonic organization, typically a
Shriners group, in recognition of their significant contributions and service during their term as
potentate, which is the title for the leader of a shrine.

What are the eligibility criteria for applying for the degree of
honorary past potentate?
Eligibility generally includes having served as a potentate in a Masonic temple, demonstrated
outstanding service to the fraternity and community, and being in good standing within the
organization.



What is the application process for the honorary past
potentate degree?
The application process typically involves submitting a formal request to the governing body of the
Masonic organization, along with documentation of the applicant's service and contributions, and
possibly being recommended by peers.

Are there any fees associated with the application for
honorary past potentate?
Yes, there may be fees associated with the application process, which can vary by organization. These
fees usually cover administrative costs and may also contribute to ceremonial expenses.

What benefits come with receiving the honorary past
potentate title?
Receiving the honorary past potentate title often comes with recognition within the fraternity,
opportunities for leadership roles, invitations to special events, and a sense of accomplishment for
one's contributions.

Can the honorary past potentate title be revoked, and if so,
under what circumstances?
Yes, the honorary past potentate title can be revoked if the individual fails to maintain good standing
in the fraternity or if they engage in conduct that is deemed unbecoming of a member, as determined
by the governing body.
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