
appointment with death agatha christie
Appointment with Death is a gripping mystery novel penned by the legendary Agatha
Christie, first published in 1938. This novel features her iconic detective Hercule Poirot
and is set against the backdrop of the exotic Middle East. The story revolves around the
enigmatic death of an overbearing matriarch, Lady Boynton, which raises numerous
questions and leads to a thrilling investigation. Christie masterfully combines elements of
suspense, character study, and the intricate plotting for which she is renowned, making
Appointment with Death a classic in the genre of detective fiction.

Plot Summary

The novel opens with a group of travelers in Petra, Jordan, where they encounter the
formidable Lady Boynton, who is accompanied by her family. Lady Boynton is portrayed as
a tyrannical figure, controlling and belittling her children and stepchildren, creating an
atmosphere of tension and unease. The travelers, including Poirot, become increasingly
aware of the dynamics within the Boynton family and the palpable resentment they harbor
towards their mother.

As the story unfolds, Lady Boynton is found dead, leading Poirot to investigate the
circumstances surrounding her death. The initial assumption is that she died of natural
causes, but Poirot’s intuition tells him otherwise. He delves deeper into the lives of the
family members and their relationships with Lady Boynton, uncovering secrets, motives,
and alibis.

Key Characters

The richness of Appointment with Death lies not only in its plot but also in its diverse cast
of characters. Each character adds depth to the story, revealing different facets of human
nature and familial relationships. Here are some of the key characters:

1. Hercule Poirot - The brilliant Belgian detective known for his meticulous methods and
psychological insights. Poirot serves as the primary investigator in the case.
2. Lady Boynton - The victim, a domineering matriarch whose oppressive personality
drives her family to the brink. Her death sets the stage for the unraveling of hidden
tensions and motives.
3. Ginevra Boynton - The youngest daughter, who is deeply affected by her mother’s
cruelty. She becomes a central figure in the investigation.
4. Raymond Boynton - The eldest son, who struggles with his loyalty to his mother and his
desire for independence.
5. Mrs. Boynton - Lady Boynton’s second husband, who is caught in the middle of the
family drama.
6. Dr. Sarah King - A fellow traveler and friend of the Boynton family, who provides insight
into their dynamics and relationships.



Thematic Elements

Appointment with Death explores several significant themes that resonate throughout the
narrative:

- Control and Oppression: Lady Boynton’s character embodies the theme of control, as her
oppressive nature influences her family’s behavior and interactions. Her death symbolizes
the release of this control, raising questions about freedom and autonomy.
- Family Dynamics: The complex relationships within the Boynton family highlight the
struggles of loyalty, resentment, and the impact of familial bonds. The dynamics serve as a
microcosm of broader societal issues.
- Justice and Morality: Poirot’s investigation raises questions about justice and morality.
The motivations behind Lady Boynton’s murder lead readers to contemplate the ethical
implications of revenge and familial obligation.

Setting and Atmosphere

One of the standout features of Appointment with Death is its vivid setting. Christie
transports readers to Petra, a location rich in history and mystique. The descriptions of the
landscape, culture, and environment contribute to the overall atmosphere of the novel.

- Petra as a Character: The ancient city of Petra, with its rose-red cliffs and archaeological
wonders, serves not only as a backdrop but also as a character in its own right, enhancing
the sense of isolation and intrigue. The setting is integral to the plot, providing both
beauty and danger.
- Cultural Context: Christie incorporates elements of local culture, customs, and the socio-
political landscape of the region, adding layers to the narrative and allowing readers to
immerse themselves in the world she has created.

Writing Style and Structure

Agatha Christie’s writing style in Appointment with Death showcases her ability to weave
complex narratives with ease. The novel is characterized by:

- Clever Dialogue: The dialogue is sharp and witty, revealing character traits and
motivations while also advancing the plot.
- Descriptive Prose: Christie’s descriptive language brings the setting to life, painting a
vivid picture of Petra and the characters’ interactions.
- Intricate Plotting: The narrative structure is meticulously crafted, with red herrings and
twists that keep readers guessing until the end.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, Appointment with Death received positive reviews and was appreciated



for its engaging plot and character development. Critics praised Christie for her ability to
create suspense and maintain reader interest through clever misdirection.

- Enduring Popularity: The novel continues to be celebrated as one of Christie’s notable
works, frequently appearing on lists of her best novels. Its themes and characters resonate
with contemporary audiences, ensuring its place in the literary canon.
- Adaptations: The story has been adapted for film and television, further cementing its
status as a classic. These adaptations introduce the narrative to new generations, allowing
the story to live on in different forms.

Conclusion

Appointment with Death stands as a testament to Agatha Christie’s genius as a storyteller.
With its intricate plot, well-drawn characters, and rich setting, the novel offers a
compelling exploration of human relationships and the dark undercurrents that can exist
within families. Hercule Poirot’s investigation not only uncovers the truth behind Lady
Boynton’s death but also delves into the complexities of love, loyalty, and the quest for
justice.

Through her masterful storytelling, Christie invites readers to ponder the moral
implications of the characters’ actions while delivering an enthralling mystery that
captivates from beginning to end. As readers turn the pages, they find themselves drawn
into a world where nothing is as it seems, and every appointment with death carries the
weight of unresolved conflicts and hidden truths.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Appointment with Death' by
Agatha Christie?
The novel follows the investigation of the murder of a domineering American matriarch,
Mrs. Boynton, who is found dead while on a pilgrimage to Petra. Hercule Poirot is called to
unravel the mystery behind her death, which reveals deep family tensions and secrets.

Who is the detective in 'Appointment with Death'?
The detective in 'Appointment with Death' is Hercule Poirot, Agatha Christie's famous
Belgian detective known for his meticulous approach to solving crimes.

What themes are explored in 'Appointment with Death'?
Key themes in 'Appointment with Death' include the complexities of family dynamics, the
effects of psychological manipulation, and the nature of justice, as well as the contrast
between different cultures.



In which year was 'Appointment with Death' first
published?
'Appointment with Death' was first published in 1938, and it is one of Agatha Christie's
later works featuring Hercule Poirot.

How does 'Appointment with Death' differ from other
Poirot novels?
'Appointment with Death' differs from other Poirot novels in its setting, taking place
largely in the exotic backdrop of Petra in Jordan, and its exploration of psychological
themes rather than just the mechanics of the murder.

Has 'Appointment with Death' been adapted into any
films or television shows?
Yes, 'Appointment with Death' has been adapted into several films and television
productions, including a 1988 film starring Peter Ustinov as Poirot and a 2005 episode of
the TV series 'Agatha Christie's Poirot' starring David Suchet.
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