
apush unit 1 and 2 study guide
apush unit 1 and 2 study guide provides a comprehensive overview of the foundational
periods of American history covered in the Advanced Placement United States History
(APUSH) curriculum. This study guide focuses on the critical themes, events, and
developments from the pre-Columbian era through the early colonial period and into the
formation of English colonies, which are essential for mastering Units 1 and 2.
Understanding the interactions between Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans, as
well as the economic, social, and political structures that emerged, is key to excelling in
APUSH. This guide also highlights the significance of exploration, colonization patterns,
and the early governance systems that influenced future American developments. By
thoroughly reviewing this material, students can better prepare for exams, essays, and
classroom discussions related to early American history. The following sections will outline
the major topics covered in these units, laying a strong foundation for further study in
APUSH.

Pre-Columbian Societies and Native American Cultures

European Exploration and Early Contact

Colonial Foundations and English Colonization

Regional Differences in the British Colonies

Economic, Social, and Political Structures in Early Colonies

Pre-Columbian Societies and Native American
Cultures
The study of pre-Columbian societies is fundamental to understanding the diverse and
complex cultures that existed in North America before European contact. Native American
groups developed distinct social, political, and economic systems adapted to their
environments. These societies ranged from nomadic hunter-gatherers to settled
agricultural communities, each with unique cultural practices and governance structures.

Major Native American Civilizations
Before European arrival, several advanced civilizations thrived across the continent. The
Mississippian culture, known for mound-building, flourished in the Mississippi River
valley. The Ancestral Puebloans in the Southwest created intricate cliff dwellings. In the
Northeast, the Iroquois Confederacy represented a sophisticated political alliance among
tribes, emphasizing collective decision-making and diplomacy.



Impact of Geography and Environment
Native American societies were deeply influenced by their environments, which shaped
their economies and social organization. For example, tribes in the Pacific Northwest
relied heavily on fishing and had abundant resources, while Great Plains peoples
developed nomadic lifestyles centered around bison hunting. Understanding these
adaptations is crucial for grasping the diversity of indigenous cultures encountered by
Europeans.

Social and Political Structures
Many Native American societies had complex political systems that varied widely. Some
were organized into chiefdoms or confederacies, while others operated through kinship
networks and clan systems. Social roles were often defined by gender and age, with
distinct responsibilities contributing to the community’s survival and well-being.

European Exploration and Early Contact
The period of European exploration marked a transformative era in world history,
initiating extensive contact between Europe and the Americas. Motivated by economic,
religious, and political factors, European powers embarked on voyages that reshaped
global trade networks and led to the colonization of the New World.

Motivations for Exploration
European exploration was driven by a combination of factors including the search for new
trade routes to Asia, the desire for wealth through precious metals and spices, religious
zeal to spread Christianity, and national competition for empire-building. Technological
advancements like the compass and improved ship design facilitated these voyages.

Key Explorers and Their Contributions
Notable explorers such as Christopher Columbus, John Cabot, and Hernán Cortés played
pivotal roles in early contact with the Americas. Columbus’s voyages opened the Atlantic
to sustained European exploration, while Cortés’s conquest of the Aztec Empire
demonstrated the profound impact of European arrival on indigenous populations.

Consequences of Early Contact
The Columbian Exchange dramatically altered the ecological and cultural landscapes of
both the Old and New Worlds. Europeans introduced new crops, animals, and diseases to
the Americas, resulting in significant demographic changes among Native populations.
This period also saw the beginning of the transatlantic slave trade and the establishment
of European claims to American territories.



Colonial Foundations and English Colonization
The establishment of English colonies in North America laid the groundwork for the future
United States. Colonization was characterized by a variety of motives, including economic
ventures, religious refuge, and social experimentation. The diverse colonial models that
emerged reflected differing goals and governance systems.

Early English Settlements
The first successful English colony was Jamestown, founded in 1607. Despite initial
hardships, Jamestown became a foothold for further expansion. Plymouth Colony,
established in 1620 by the Pilgrims seeking religious freedom, set a precedent for self-
governance and community cooperation.

Charters and Colonial Governance
English colonies were often established under royal charters that granted rights and
privileges to settlers and proprietors. Governance structures varied, including royal
colonies, proprietary colonies, and corporate colonies. Many early settlements developed
representative assemblies, laying the foundation for democratic practices.

Relations with Native Americans
Interactions between English colonists and Native Americans ranged from cooperation
and trade to conflict and displacement. Early alliances were sometimes formed for mutual
benefit, but competition for land and resources frequently led to violent confrontations
and long-term hostility.

Regional Differences in the British Colonies
The British colonies in North America developed distinct regional identities based on
geography, economy, and culture. These differences influenced social structures, labor
systems, and political life, which are crucial to understanding colonial America’s
complexity.

New England Colonies
New England was characterized by small, tightly knit Puritan communities focused on
religious conformity, education, and town-based governance. The economy relied on
subsistence farming, fishing, and trade. Social life emphasized family, church, and civic
responsibility.



Middle Colonies
The Middle Colonies were marked by religious diversity and ethnic pluralism, with
populations including Quakers, Dutch, Germans, and others. The economy was a mix of
farming, commerce, and manufacturing. These colonies fostered a more tolerant and
flexible social environment compared to New England.

Southern Colonies
The Southern Colonies developed economies based on plantation agriculture, utilizing
cash crops like tobacco, rice, and indigo. The labor force increasingly depended on
enslaved Africans, creating a rigid social hierarchy. Political power often rested with
wealthy landowners who dominated colonial assemblies.

Economic, Social, and Political Structures in
Early Colonies
The early British colonies established economic systems and social hierarchies that would
shape the trajectory of American development. These structures influenced patterns of
settlement, labor, and governance that persisted into later periods.

Labor Systems
Colonial economies relied on various labor systems including indentured servitude,
slavery, and family labor. Indentured servants worked under contract for a set period,
while African slavery became increasingly institutionalized, especially in the Southern
Colonies. Understanding these labor dynamics is essential for analyzing colonial society.

Social Class and Mobility
Colonial society was stratified with an emerging elite class of landowners and merchants.
However, opportunities for social mobility existed, particularly in the Middle Colonies,
where diverse populations and economies allowed for greater flexibility. Social roles were
also influenced by race, gender, and ethnicity.

Political Institutions and Practices
Early colonies experimented with self-government through town meetings, colonial
assemblies, and written constitutions. These political institutions laid the groundwork for
American democratic ideals. However, colonial governance remained subject to British
oversight, creating tensions that would escalate in later years.



Pre-Columbian Societies exhibited diverse cultures adapted to their environments.1.

European Exploration initiated transformative global exchanges and conflicts.2.

English Colonization introduced varied governance and settlement patterns.3.

Regional Differences shaped unique colonial identities and economies.4.

Economic and social structures established foundations for future America.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main topics covered in APUSH Unit 1 and
2 study guides?
APUSH Unit 1 typically covers the pre-Columbian era to early European colonization,
including Native American societies, European exploration, and initial settlements. Unit 2
focuses on the development of the English colonies, colonial society, economies, and the
beginnings of self-government and conflicts leading up to the American Revolution.

How can I effectively use an APUSH Unit 1 and 2 study
guide for exam preparation?
To effectively use the study guide, review key terms, people, and events, create timelines,
and practice answering thematic essay questions. Focus on understanding cause and
effect relationships and compare different colonial regions. Additionally, use the guide to
identify areas where you need more review and supplement with primary sources or
practice quizzes.

What are some important events to focus on in APUSH
Unit 1 and 2?
Important events include the Columbian Exchange, Spanish and English colonization
efforts, the establishment of Jamestown, the development of the Chesapeake and New
England colonies, the impact of slavery, the growth of colonial economies, and early
colonial self-government such as the Mayflower Compact and House of Burgesses.

Which Native American societies should I study for
APUSH Unit 1?
You should study major Native American groups such as the Pueblo, Iroquois Confederacy,
Algonquian-speaking tribes, and the Mississippian culture. Understanding their social
structures, economies, and interactions with European settlers is crucial for APUSH Unit
1.



How do Units 1 and 2 of APUSH connect to the overall
course themes?
Units 1 and 2 lay the foundation by exploring early American history, including
colonization, cultural encounters, and the development of colonial society. These units
address themes like cultural interaction, economic systems, and governance, which are
essential for understanding later events such as the American Revolution and the
formation of the United States.

Additional Resources
1. A People's History of the United States by Howard Zinn
This book offers a perspective on American history from the viewpoint of marginalized
groups, including Native Americans, African slaves, and working-class citizens. It
challenges traditional narratives by focusing on the struggles and resistance of ordinary
people during the colonization and early formation of the United States. The book covers
many themes relevant to APUSH Units 1 and 2, such as exploration, colonization, and
early American society.

2. American Colonies: The Settling of North America by Alan Taylor
Alan Taylor provides a comprehensive overview of the early colonial period in North
America, exploring the diverse groups of settlers and indigenous peoples. The book
examines the social, economic, and political dimensions of colonization from the 16th to
the 18th century. It is particularly useful for understanding the complex interactions that
shaped the early English, Spanish, and French colonies.

3. Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction by Alan Taylor
This concise introduction distills the essential themes of colonial America, including
settlement patterns, Native American relations, and the development of colonial
economies. It is an accessible resource for students beginning their study of early
American history. The book’s brevity makes it ideal for quick review or an overview
aligned with APUSH Units 1 and 2.

4. The American Pageant: A History of the Republic by David M. Kennedy and Lizabeth
Cohen
A widely used textbook in APUSH classrooms, "The American Pageant" provides detailed
coverage of early American history with engaging narrative and analysis. It includes in-
depth discussions on colonization, the development of colonial societies, and the political
evolution leading up to the American Revolution. Its structured format aligns well with
APUSH study guides and exam preparation.

5. Facing East from Indian Country: A Native History of Early America by Daniel K.
Richter
This book offers a unique perspective by focusing on the experiences and viewpoints of
Native Americans during the early colonial period. It reinterprets the story of colonization
from indigenous perspectives, highlighting their strategies for survival and resistance. The
work is essential for understanding the complexities of cultural encounters in early
American history.



6. Give Me Liberty!: An American History by Eric Foner
Eric Foner’s textbook is known for its clear writing and thematic approach, focusing on
the ideas of freedom and liberty in American history. The early chapters cover exploration,
colonization, and the formation of early American political and social structures. This book
is excellent for students seeking a thorough but approachable APUSH resource.

7. Empire of the Summer Moon by S.C. Gwynne
Though focused on the later frontier period, this book provides important context about
Native American tribes and early colonial interactions in the American Southwest. It
explores the culture and conflicts of the Comanche, offering insights into the broader
theme of Native resistance during colonization. The narrative helps illuminate frontier
dynamics relevant to early American history.

8. 1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus by Charles C. Mann
This book challenges traditional views of pre-Columbian America by presenting evidence
of sophisticated and populous indigenous civilizations before European contact. It
reshapes understanding of Native American societies, which is crucial for comprehending
the context of early European colonization. The book’s insights are foundational for
APUSH Units 1 and 2 study.

9. Liberty, Equality, Power: A History of the American People by John M. Murrin et al.
This comprehensive textbook covers the formation of American society from pre-colonial
times through the Revolution. It emphasizes themes of liberty, equality, and power
dynamics among different groups in colonial America. The book’s detailed narrative and
primary source excerpts make it a valuable study aid for APUSH students focusing on the
unit 1 and 2 content.
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