ark server manager lan only problem

Ark Server Manager LAN only problem is a common issue faced by many players
trying to host or join Ark: Survival Evolved servers over a local area network (LAN). This
problem can stem from various configurations and settings that need to be adjusted to
ensure smooth connectivity. In this article, we will explore the causes of the LAN-only
problem, how to troubleshoot it, and some best practices for using Ark Server Manager
effectively.

Understanding the Ark Server Manager

Ark Server Manager (ASM) is a user-friendly tool designed to simplify the process of
setting up dedicated Ark servers. It allows players to configure server settings, manage
mods, and monitor server performance without needing extensive technical knowledge.
However, when players encounter the LAN-only problem, it can lead to frustration and
hinder their gaming experience.

What is the LAN-only problem?

The LAN-only problem occurs when players attempt to connect to a dedicated Ark server
running on the same local network but are unable to do so. Instead of being able to join
the server via the server list or direct IP connection, players may find that the server is
either not visible or inaccessible. This issue is particularly prevalent in local setups where
players expect seamless connectivity.

Common Causes of the LAN-only Problem

There are several reasons why the LAN-only problem may occur when trying to connect to
an Ark server. Understanding these causes can help players troubleshoot the issue
effectively:

1. Firewall Settings: Local firewalls on the host machine may block incoming
connections to the server, preventing other players from joining.

2. Network Configuration: Incorrect network settings, such as private vs. public
network configurations, can also lead to connectivity issues.

3. Server Configuration: Misconfigured server settings in ASM can restrict visibility
or accessibility to the server.

4. IP Address Issues: Using the wrong IP address or port number can prevent players
from connecting to the server correctly.



5. Game Version Mismatch: If players are using different versions of Ark: Survival
Evolved, they may not be able to connect to the server.

Troubleshooting the LAN-only Problem

If you are experiencing the LAN-only problem, follow these troubleshooting steps to
resolve the issue:

1. Check Firewall Settings

Firewall settings are often the first barrier to connectivity. To check and configure your
firewall:
e Open the Control Panel and navigate to "System and Security."

e Select "Windows Defender Firewall" and click on "Allow an app or feature through
Windows Defender Firewall."

e Ensure that both Ark: Survival Evolved and the Ark Server Manager are allowed
through the firewall for both private and public networks.

e If you have third-party antivirus software, ensure that it is not blocking the
connections as well.

2. Verify Network Configuration

Ensure that your network settings are configured correctly:

e Go to "Network and Internet" settings in Windows.

e Confirm that your network is set to "Private" rather than "Public." A private network
allows devices to communicate more freely.

3. Review Server Configuration in ASM

Misconfigurations in Ark Server Manager can lead to connectivity issues:



e Open Ark Server Manager and navigate to the server configuration settings.

e Check the "Server IP" and "Port" fields. Make sure the IP address corresponds to the
host machine's local IP address and that you are using the correct port (default is
usually 7777).

e Ensure that "Enable LAN" is checked if you intend to host a LAN-only server.

4. Use the Correct IP Address

Connecting with the wrong IP address is a common mistake:

e To find the host machine's local IP address, open the Command Prompt (cmd) and
type "ipconfig .

e Look for the "IPv4 Address" under the active network connection, and use this
address when attempting to connect from client machines.

5. Ensure Version Compatibility

Make sure that all players are using the same version of Ark: Survival Evolved:

e Check for any updates available for the game and ensure that all players are running
the same version.

e Consider disabling mods temporarily to see if they are causing any version
mismatches.

Best Practices for Using Ark Server Manager

To minimize issues and enhance your experience when using Ark Server Manager,
consider the following best practices:

1. Keep Software Updated



Regularly update both Ark: Survival Evolved and Ark Server Manager to the latest
versions. These updates often include bug fixes and improvements that can enhance
stability and performance.

2. Backup Configurations

Make it a habit to back up your server configurations and saved worlds. In case of issues,
you can restore your settings without losing progress.

3. Test Connectivity Regularly

Before inviting friends to join your server, conduct tests to ensure that connectivity is
functioning correctly. This can involve joining the server yourself from another device on
the LAN.

4. Document Settings Changes

Keep a record of any changes made to server settings, as this can help you troubleshoot
problems in the future. If something goes wrong, you can revert back to a previous
configuration.

5. Engage with the Community

If you encounter persistent issues, consider reaching out to the Ark community forums or
dedicated Discord servers. Many experienced players can provide insights or solutions
based on their experiences.

Conclusion

The Ark Server Manager LAN only problem can be frustrating, but with a systematic
approach to troubleshooting, it is often solvable. By understanding the common causes,
following the troubleshooting steps, and implementing best practices, players can create a
stable and enjoyable LAN gaming experience. Engaging with the community and staying
informed about updates can further enhance your server management skills, allowing you
to focus on what matters most: playing and enjoying Ark: Survival Evolved with friends.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the 'LAN only' issue in Ark Server Manager?

The 'LAN only' issue occurs when players cannot connect to a dedicated Ark server that's
set up for local play, often due to incorrect settings or network configurations.

How can I ensure my Ark Server Manager is properly
configured for LAN play?

To ensure proper configuration, check that the server is set to 'LAN' mode, verify the
correct IP address is used, and make sure that the ports are forwarded correctly on your
router.

What firewall settings should I check for LAN
connections in Ark Server Manager?

Make sure that the Ark Server Manager and the game itself are allowed through your
firewall. You may need to create exceptions for both the executable files in your firewall
settings.

Why can't my friends join my Ark server even though it's
set to LAN?

If friends can't join your server, it might be due to network issues, such as different IP
addresses, or they may need to be on the same local network. Ensure that you are both
using the same subnet.

Is it necessary to use a static IP for LAN play in Ark
Server Manager?

While not strictly necessary, using a static IP for your host machine can help reduce
connectivity issues, as it ensures that the IP address does not change, making it easier for
friends to connect.

What steps should I take if my Ark Server Manager does
not show my LAN server?

If your server isn't showing up, try restarting both the server and the game, check the
server settings for any misconfigurations, and ensure that you're using the correct local IP
address to connect.
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