ARKANSAS STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE

ARKANSAS STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE IS A CRUCIAL ASPECT OF FAMILY LAW THAT OUTLINES HOW DIVORCED OR
SEPARATED PARENTS CAN SHARE TIME WITH THEIR CHILDREN. UNDERSTANDING THIS SCHEDULE IS ESSENTIAL FOR PARENTS
NAVIGATING CUSTODY ARRANGEMENTS, ENSURING THAT THEY COMPLY WITH LEGAL STANDARDS WHILE PRIORITIZING THE WELL~
BEING OF THEIR CHILDREN. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE DETAILS OF THE ARKANSAS STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE,
INCLUDING ITS FRAMEWORK, VARIATIONS, AND HOW PARENTS CAN MANAGE IT EFFECTIVELY.

UNDERSTANDING THE ARKANSAS STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE

IN ARKANSAS/ VISITATION RIGHTS ARE TYPICALLY OUTLINED IN A COURT ORDER, WHICH CAN EITHER FOLLOW THE STATE’S
STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE OR BE CUSTOMIZED BASED ON THE FAMILY’S NEEDS. THE STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE IS
DESIGNED TO PROVIDE A FAIR AND CONSISTENT ARRANGEMENT FOR BOTH PARENTS, FACILITATING A HEALTHY RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN THE CHILD AND BOTH PARENTS.

Key COMPONENTS OF THE STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE

THE ARKANSAS STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE GENERALLY INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING COMPONENTS:

1. REGULAR VISITATION: THIS INCLUDES THE TIME A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT SPENDS WITH THE CHILD ON A REGULAR BASIS.
2. HoLIbAY VISITATION: SPECIFIC PROVISIONS FOR HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL OCCASIONS.

3. SUMMER VISITATION: EXTENDED TIME DURING SCHOOL BREAKS.

4. TRANSPORTATION ARRANGEMENTS: DETAILS ON HOW THE CHILD WILL BE TRANSPORTED BETWEEN PARENTS.

5. COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES: RULES REGARDING PHONE CALLS OR VIDEO CHATS.

TyPICAL VISITATION SCHEDULE IN ARKANSAS

THE STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE IN ARKANSAS MAY VARY SLIGHTLY BASED ON THE SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES OF EACH
CASE. HO\X/EVEE, IT GENERALLY FOLLOWS A STRUCTURED PLAN THAT INCLUDES!

\WEekDAY AND \WEEKEND VISITATION

- WEEKDAYS: THE NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT TYPICALLY HAS VISITATION EVERY OTHER THURSDAY EVENING, STARTING FROM
AFTER SCHOOL UNTIL 7 P.M.

- \WEEKENDS: THE NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT USUALLY HAS VISITATION EVERY OTHER WEEKEND FROM FRIDAY AT 6 P.M. UNTIL
SUNDAY AT 6 P.M.

HoLibAY VISITATION

HOLIDAYS ARE SIGNIFICANT TIMES FOR FAMILIES AND OFTEN REQUIRE SPECIFIC ARRANGEMENTS. THE STANDARD SCHEDULE
USUALLY ALLOCATES HOLIDAYS AS FOLLOWS:

- THANKSGIVING: THE NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT MAY HAVE THE CHILD DURING ODD-NUMBERED YEARS FROM W/EDNESDAY EVENING
THROUGH SUNDAY.

- CHRISTMAS: THE SCHEDULE OFTEN ALTERNATES BETWEEN PARENTS, WITH ONE PARENT HAVING THE CHILD FROM DECEMBER 24
UNTIL DECEMBER 26, AND THE OTHER FROM DECEMBER 26 UNTIL DEcemeer 30.

- BIRTHDAY VISITATION: EACH PARENT MAY HAVE THE RIGHT TO SPEND TIME WITH THE CHILD ON THEIR BIRTHDAY, TYPICALLY



ALTERNATING YEARS.

SUMMER VISITATION

SUMMER VISITATION OFTEN ALLOWS FOR EXTENDED TIME WITH THE NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT. THIS TYPICALLY INCLUDES:

- Four WEEKS OF SUMMER: THE NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT MAY HAVE THE CHILD FOR FOUR CONSECUTIVE WEEKS DURING THE
SUMMER MONTHS, WITH THE SPECIFIC TIMING AGREED UPON BY BOTH PARENTS.

- NoTICE REQUIREMENT: THE CUSTODIAL PARENT MAY REQUIRE ADVANCE NOTICE OF THE NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT’S INTENDED
SUMMER VISITATION DATES.

FACTORS INFLUENCING VISITATION SCHEDULES

W/HILE THE ARKANSAS STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE PROVIDES A GENERAL FRAMEWORK, SEVERAL FACTORS CAN INFLUENCE
THE SPECIFICS OF ANY GIVEN ARRANGEMENT:

PARENTAL COOPERATION

- COMMUNICATION: OPEN AND RESPECTFUL COMMUNICATION BETWEEN PARENTS CAN LEAD TO A MORE AMICABLE VISITATION
SCHEDULE.

- FLEXIBILITY: PARENTS WHO CAN ACCOMMODATE EACH OTHER'S NEEDS AND SCHEDULES MAY FIND IT EASIER TO CREATE A
CUSTOMIZED PLAN THAT WORKS FOR EVERYONE INVOLVED.

CHILD’s BEST INTERESTS

THE PRIMARY CONSIDERATION IN ANY VISITATION SCHEDULE IS THE CHILD’S BEST INTERESTS. COURTS TEND TO CONSIDER:

- AGE oF THE CHILD: Y OUNGER CHILDREN MAY HAVE DIFFERENT NEEDS THAN OLDER CHILDREN REGARDING VISITATION FREQUENCY
AND DURATION.

- CHILD’S PREFERENCES: AS CHILDREN GROW OLDER, THEIR PREFERENCES MAY BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT, PARTICULARLY IF THEY
ARE MATURE ENOUGH TO EXPRESS THEIR WISHES.

JubiciaL ORDERS AND MODIFICATIONS

IF PARENTS CANNOT AGREE ON A VISITATION SCHEDULE, THEY MAY NEED TO SEEK A COURT ORDER. FACTORS THAT MIGHT LEAD
TO MODIFICATIONS INCLUDE:

- CHANGE IN CIRCUMSTANCES: SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN LIVING SITUATIONS, JOB STATUSES, OR THE CHILD’S NEEDS MAY
\WARRANT A REEVALUATION OF THE VISITATION SCHEDULE.

- PARENTAL BEHAVIOR: ISSUES SUCH AS SUBSTANCE ABUSE OR NEGLECT CAN LEAD TO CHANGES IN VISITATION RIGHTS TO
PROTECT THE CHILD.

ENFORCING THE VISITATION SCHEDULE

ONCE A VISITATION SCHEDULE IS ESTABLISHED, IT IS IMPORTANT FOR BOTH PARENTS TO ADHERE TO IT. IF ONE PARENT FAILS TO
COMPLY WITH THE AGREED-UPON SCHEDULE, THE OTHER CAN TAKE SPECIFIC ACTIONS!:



DOCUMENTATION

- Keep RECORDS: PARENTS SHOULD MAINTAIN A DETAILED LOG OF VISITATION, INCLUDING DATES AND TIMES, AS WELL AS ANY
INSTANCES OF NON-COMPLIANCE.

- COMMUNICATION RECORDS: DOCUMENTING ALL COMMUNICATIONS REGARDING VISITATION CAN BE BENEFICIAL IF LEGAL ACTION
BECOMES NECESSARY.

LeGAL RECOURSE

IF NON-COMPLIANCE CONTINUES, THE CUSTODIAL PARENT MAY!

- FILE A MOTION FOR ENFORCEMENT: THIS LEGAL MOTION ASKS THE COURT TO ENFORCE THE VISITATION ORDER.
- REQUEST MODIFICATION: IF THE NON-COMPLIANCE IS SEVERE, THE CUSTODIAL PARENT MIGHT REQUEST A MODIFICATION OF
CUSTODY OR VISITATION RIGHTS.

TiPs FOR MANAGING THE VISITATION SCHEDULE

MANAGING A VISITATION SCHEDULE CAN BE CHALLENGING, BUT THERE ARE STRATEGIES THAT CAN HELP BOTH PARENTS
FACILITATE A SMOOTHER PROCESS:

1. STAY ORGANIZED: USE A SHARED CALENDAR TO TRACK VISITATION DATES, HOLIDAYS, AND SPECIAL EVENTS.

2. COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY: PRIORITIZE OPEN LINES OF COMMUNICATION TO ADDRESS ANY CONCERNS OR CHANGES THAT
MAY ARISE.

3. Be FLEXIBLE: \WHENEVER POSSIBLE, BE WILLING TO ADJUST THE SCHEDULE TO ACCOMMODATE EACH OTHER’S
COMMITMENTS.

4. Focus oN THE CHILD: ALWAYS PRIORITIZE THE CHILD’S NEEDS AND FEELINGS WHEN MAKING DECISIONS ABOUT
VISITATION.

CoNcLUSION

THE ARKANSAS STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE SERVES AS A FOUNDATION FOR PARENTS NAVIGATING THE COMPLEXITIES OF
SHARED CUSTODY. UNDERSTANDING ITS COMPONENTS, THE FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE IT, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF COMPLIANCE
CAN HELP PARENTS CREATE A POSITIVE ENVIRONMENT FOR THEIR CHILDREN. ULTIMATELY, THE GOAL OF ANY VISITATION
SCHEDULE SHOULD BE TO FOSTER HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN CHILDREN AND BOTH PARENTS WHILE ENSURING THAT THE
BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILD REMAIN THE PRIORITY. BY FOLLOWING THE GUIDELINES AND MAINTAINING OPEN COMMUNICATION,
PARENTS CAN WORK TOGETHER TO CREATE A BENEFICIAL ARRANGEMENT FOR EVERYONE INVOLVED.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE IN ARKANSAS?

IN ARKANSAS, THE STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE TYPICALLY ALLOWS THE NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT TO HAVE VISITATION
EVERY OTHER WEEKEND FROM FRIDAY EVENING TO SUNDAY EVENING, ALONG WITH ONE EVENING DURING THE WEEK.



How CAN PARENTS MODIFY THE STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE IN ARKANSAS?

PARENTS IN ARKANSAS CAN MODIFY THE STANDARD VISITATION SCHEDULE BY FILING A PETITION WITH THE COURT, PRESENTING
A VALID REASON FOR THE CHANGE, AND OBTAINING MUTUAL CONSENT FROM BOTH PARTIES.

\WHAT ARE THE HOLIDAYS INCLUDED IN THE ARKANSAS VISITATION SCHEDULE?

THE ARKANSAS VISITATION SCHEDULE GENERALLY INCLUDES SPECIFIC HOLIDAYS SUCH AS THANKSGIVING, CHRISTMAS, AND THE
CHILD'S BIRTHDAY, WHICH ARE ALTERNATED BETWEEN PARENTS ACCORDING TO A PREDETERMINED PLAN.

CAN GRANDPARENTS REQUEST VISITATION IN ARKANSAS?

YES, GRANDPARENTS CAN REQUEST VISITATION RIGHTS IN ARKANSAS UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, ESPECIALLY IF IT SERVES
THE BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD AND IF THE PARENTS ARE UNFIT OR IF THERE IS A SIGNIFICANT RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
GRANDCHILD.

\W/HAT SHOULD A PARENT DO IF THE OTHER PARENT DOES NOT FOLLOW THE VISITATION
SCHEDULE?

IF A PARENT DOES NOT FOLLOW THE VISITATION SCHEDULE IN ARKANSAS/ THE AFFECTED PARENT SHOULD DOCUMENT THE
VIOLATIONS AND MAY FILE A MOTION FOR ENFORCEMENT WITH THE COURT TO SEEK COMPLIANCE.

IS SUPERVISED VISITATION REQUIRED IN ARKANSAS FOR CERTAIN CASES?

YES/ SUPERVISED VISITATION MAY BE REQUIRED IN ARKANSAS IF THERE ARE CONCERNS ABOUT THE CHILD'S SAFETY, SUCH AS
CASES INVOLVING ABUSE, NEGLECT, OR SUBSTANCE ABUSE BY THE NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT.
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