
arrt radiography exam questions
ARRT radiography exam questions are a critical component of the certification process
for radiologic technologists in the United States. The American Registry of Radiologic
Technologists (ARRT) conducts these exams to ensure that candidates possess the
necessary knowledge, skills, and competencies to perform radiographic procedures safely
and effectively. In this article, we will provide an overview of the ARRT radiography exam,
discuss the types of questions you may encounter, and offer tips for preparation.

Understanding the ARRT Radiography Exam

The ARRT Radiography Exam is designed to assess a candidate's understanding of the
principles of radiologic technology and the clinical practices involved in producing
diagnostic images. The exam typically includes a variety of question formats, including
multiple-choice questions, image-based questions, and situational judgment questions.

Exam Structure

The ARRT Radiography Exam consists of the following elements:

1. Number of Questions: The exam is comprised of 220 questions, but only 200 of these are
scored. The remaining 20 questions are unscored pretest items that are used to evaluate
future exams.
2. Exam Duration: Candidates are given 4 hours to complete the exam.
3. Topics Covered: The exam covers a wide range of topics, including:
- Radiation safety and protection
- Imaging procedures and techniques
- Equipment operation and maintenance
- Patient care and management
- Image evaluation and quality assurance

Types of Questions on the ARRT Radiography
Exam

Understanding the types of questions that will appear on the ARRT exam is crucial for
effective preparation. The questions can be categorized as follows:

1. Multiple-Choice Questions

Multiple-choice questions are the most common format found in the ARRT exam. These
questions typically present a clinical scenario or a technical problem, followed by a set of



possible answers. For example:

- Question: A patient with a suspected fracture of the left wrist comes to the radiology
department. Which of the following positions would be the most appropriate for a
radiograph of the wrist?
- A. AP and Lateral
- B. Oblique
- C. Lateral and Medial Oblique
- D. PA and Lateral

The candidate must choose the best answer based on their knowledge and understanding
of anatomy and imaging techniques.

2. Image-Based Questions

These questions require candidates to analyze a radiographic image and answer questions
related to it. Candidates may be asked to identify anatomical structures, determine the
quality of the image, or recognize any pathologies present.

- Example: An image of a chest X-ray is provided, and the candidate is asked to identify the
location of a pneumonia infection based on the radiographic findings.

3. Situational Judgment Questions

Situational judgment questions assess the candidate's ability to apply their knowledge and
make informed decisions in clinical scenarios. These questions often present a scenario
involving patient care and require candidates to choose the best course of action.

- Example: A patient arrives for a procedure but expresses anxiety about the radiation
exposure. What should the radiologic technologist do?
- A. Proceed with the procedure without addressing the patient’s concerns.
- B. Explain the procedure and the associated risks, reassuring the patient.
- C. Cancel the procedure altogether.
- D. Refer the patient to a physician for further assessment.

Preparing for the ARRT Radiography Exam

Preparation for the ARRT radiography exam requires a structured approach. Here are some
effective strategies to help candidates succeed:

1. Review the Exam Content Outline

The ARRT provides a detailed exam content outline, which is an essential resource for



candidates. This outline includes the topics that will be covered on the exam, the
percentage of questions from each topic, and specific content areas. Candidates should use
this outline to guide their study plan and ensure they cover all relevant material.

2. Utilize Study Materials

A variety of study materials are available to help candidates prepare for the ARRT
radiography exam. Consider the following resources:

- Textbooks: Standard radiography textbooks are invaluable for understanding fundamental
concepts.
- Online Courses: Many organizations offer online courses specifically designed to prepare
candidates for the ARRT exam.
- Practice Exams: Taking practice exams can help candidates familiarize themselves with
the exam format and identify areas where they need further study.

3. Join Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can enhance your understanding of complex topics. Study groups
provide an opportunity to discuss difficult concepts, share resources, and quiz each other
on exam material. Engaging with others can lead to a deeper understanding and greater
retention of information.

4. Focus on Clinical Practice

Hands-on experience in a clinical setting is invaluable. Gain as much practical experience
as possible, as this will help reinforce theoretical knowledge. Pay attention to procedures,
equipment operation, patient interactions, and safety protocols.

5. Time Management

As the exam approaches, develop a study schedule that allocates time for each topic based
on the exam content outline. Ensure that you leave ample time for review and practice
exams. Effective time management can reduce anxiety and boost confidence.

6. Familiarize Yourself with the Exam Format

Understanding the structure and format of the ARRT exam can help reduce anxiety on test
day. Candidates should practice answering different types of questions to become
comfortable with the exam's style.



Test Day Tips

On the day of the exam, candidates should follow these tips to maximize their performance:

1. Get Plenty of Rest: A good night's sleep before the exam is crucial for optimal cognitive
function.
2. Arrive Early: Arriving at the testing center early can help alleviate stress.
3. Read Questions Carefully: Take the time to read each question and all answer choices
carefully to avoid misinterpretation.
4. Pace Yourself: Keep an eye on the time but do not rush through questions. If unsure
about a question, mark it and return to it later if time permits.
5. Stay Calm: Maintain a positive mindset. Stress can hinder performance, so practice
relaxation techniques if needed.

Conclusion

The ARRT radiography exam is a significant milestone for aspiring radiologic technologists.
By understanding the types of questions that will be on the exam and employing effective
study strategies, candidates can enhance their chances of success. Remember that
preparation is key, and with diligent study and practical experience, you can approach the
exam with confidence. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the format of the ARRT Radiography Exam?
The ARRT Radiography Exam consists of 220 multiple-choice questions, of which 200 are
scored and 20 are unscored pretest questions.

How is the ARRT Radiography Exam structured in terms
of subject matter?
The exam covers various topics including radiation physics, image production, procedures,
patient care, and safety, with a focus on clinical practice.

What is the passing score for the ARRT Radiography
Exam?
The passing score for the ARRT Radiography Exam is 75 on a scale of 0 to 99.

How long is the ARRT Radiography Exam?
Candidates are allotted 4 hours to complete the ARRT Radiography Exam.



Are there any prerequisites to take the ARRT
Radiography Exam?
Yes, candidates must complete an accredited radiography program and meet the ARRT
ethical and educational requirements before taking the exam.

What resources are available for studying for the ARRT
Radiography Exam?
Resources include ARRT's official study guides, textbooks, online courses, and practice
exams to help familiarize candidates with the exam format.

Can I retake the ARRT Radiography Exam if I fail?
Yes, candidates can retake the exam, but they must wait 30 days before attempting it
again and can take it up to three times within a year.

What types of questions can I expect on the ARRT
Radiography Exam?
Questions may include case-based scenarios, image interpretation, and questions assessing
knowledge of radiographic equipment and procedures.
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