art of another kind selections of art
informel

Art of another kind selections of art informel reflect a unique movement in
the art world that emphasizes spontaneity, materiality, and emotional
expression over traditional forms and techniques. Originating primarily in
France during the mid-20th century, art informel, which translates to
"informal art," encompasses a diverse range of styles and approaches that
challenge conventional artistic norms. This article delves into the
characteristics, key figures, and notable works within the art informel
movement, offering insights into why it remains a significant part of
contemporary art discourse.

Understanding Art Informel

Art informel is characterized by its rejection of the structured compositions
and rigid techniques that define much of traditional art. Instead, artists

associated with this movement prioritize the act of creation itself, allowing
their emotions and instincts to guide their work. This approach often results
in abstract forms and textures that evoke a sense of spontaneity and rawness.

Key Characteristics of Art Informel

The following features are commonly found in art informel:

e Spontaneity: Artists engage in a free-flowing process, often creating
without premeditated design.

e Materiality: The focus on materials themselves—paints, found objects,
and unconventional mediums—can be as significant as the final artwork.

e Emotional Expression: Works often reflect personal or collective
emotions, capturing a moment of feeling rather than a literal
representation.

e Abstraction: Unlike representational art, informel works are typically
non-representational, relying on colors, textures, and forms to convey
meaning.

e Gestural Techniques: Many artists utilize physical gestures in their
work, allowing the process of making to be visible and integral to the
piece.



The Historical Context of Art Informel

The art informel movement emerged in the aftermath of World War II, a period
marked by a profound sense of disillusionment and a reevaluation of cultural
values. Artists sought new ways to express their experiences and feelings,
leading to a departure from traditional artistic practices. Influenced by
existential philosophy and the psychological theories of the time, art
informel became a vehicle for exploring the human condition.

Influence of Abstract Expressionism

While art informel is distinct, it shares affinities with the American
Abstract Expressionist movement. Both movements emphasize the emotional
content of art and the importance of the creative process. However, art
informel often embraces a more chaotic and less structured approach than its
American counterpart.

Notable Artists in the Art Informel Movement

Several key figures contributed to the development and recognition of art
informel. Here are a few notable artists whose works exemplify the movement:

1. Jean Fautrier: Fautrier is known for his "Otages" series, where he used
thick layers of paint to create textured, emotive works reflecting the
horrors of war.

2. Alfredo Garcia: An advocate for the use of unconventional materials,
Garcia's work often features collage techniques and mixed media that
embody the principles of informel.

3. Henri Michaux: Michaux's ink drawings and writings explore the
subconscious and the fluidity of identity, providing a poetic
perspective on the informel experience.

4. Simon Hantai: Hantai's innovative use of folding canvases and
spontaneous paint application exemplifies the movement’s commitment to
process over product.

5. Georges Mathieu: A leading figure in the movement, Mathieu's large-scale
canvases showcase a vigorous, gestural style that captures the essence
of action painting.



Impact and Legacy of Art Informel

Art informel has had a lasting impact on contemporary art, influencing a wide
range of movements and styles that followed. Its focus on process,
materiality, and emotional expression continues to resonate with artists
today.

Influence on Contemporary Art Movements

The principles of art informel have paved the way for various contemporary
art movements, including:

e Process Art: Emphasizes the act of making art as an essential component
of the work.

e Environmental Art: Often utilizes natural materials and focuses on the
relationship between art and nature, echoing informel’s material
experimentation.

e Post-Minimalism: Challenges the rigid structures of minimalism by
embracing spontaneity and emotional depth.

Exploring Art Informel Today

Today, art informel continues to inspire and challenge artists around the
world. Many contemporary artists draw upon its principles while experimenting
with new technologies and mediums. Galleries and museums frequently showcase
works that celebrate the spirit of informel, providing a platform for both
established and emerging artists.

Visiting Art Informel Exhibitions

If you're interested in experiencing art informel firsthand, consider
visiting exhibitions focused on this movement. Here are a few tips for making
the most of your visit:

1. Research Artists: Familiarize yourself with key figures in the informel
movement to deepen your understanding of the works on display.

2. Engage with the Art: Take time to reflect on the emotional and material



aspects of the works. Consider how the artists' choices impact your
perception.

3. Attend Talks and Workshops: Many galleries offer talks or workshops that
provide insights into the creative process and the philosophies behind
informel.

Conclusion

The art of another kind selections of art informel showcases a transformative
movement that has redefined the boundaries of artistic expression. By
prioritizing spontaneity, materiality, and emotional depth, artists within
this movement have opened new avenues for creativity and exploration. As
contemporary artists continue to draw inspiration from these principles, the
legacy of art informel remains vibrant and relevant in today's art world.
Whether you're an art enthusiast or a casual observer, engaging with this
dynamic movement can deepen your appreciation for the diverse forms of
artistic expression that enrich our lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'art informel' and how does it differ from
traditional art forms?

‘Art informel' is a movement that emerged in the 1940s and is characterized
by a spontaneous approach to art-making, emphasizing personal expression over
formal techniques. Unlike traditional art forms that often adhere to specific
techniques or subject matter, art informel focuses on the artist's inner
emotions and the physicality of materials.

Who are some of the key artists associated with the
art informel movement?

Key artists associated with the art informel movement include Jean Fautrier,
Alberto Burri, and Hans Hartung. These artists explored abstraction and the
use of unconventional materials, contributing to the movement's ethos of
freedom and experimentation.

What materials are commonly used in art informel,
and why are they significant?

Common materials in art informel include o0il paint, sand, fabric, and found
objects. These materials are significant because they allow artists to



express their emotions more freely and to challenge the traditional
boundaries of art by incorporating texture and physicality.

How does art informel relate to contemporary art
practices?

Art informel has greatly influenced contemporary art practices by promoting
spontaneity, abstraction, and the use of mixed media. Many contemporary
artists draw inspiration from the principles of art informel, using similar
techniques to explore themes of identity, existence, and the human
experience.

What role does spontaneity play in the creation of
art informel works?

Spontaneity is central to the creation of art informel works, as it allows
artists to act on instinct and emotion rather than preconceived notions. This
often results in dynamic and unpredictable compositions that reflect the
artist's immediate feelings and experiences.

Can you explain the significance of texture in art
informel?

Texture is a crucial element in art informel as it adds depth and sensory
experience to a piece. Artists often manipulate the surface of their work to
create tactile sensations, inviting viewers to engage with the artwork on a
physical level and enhancing the emotional impact.

How do critics and curators approach art informel in
contemporary exhibitions?

Critics and curators often approach art informel in contemporary exhibitions
by highlighting its historical context and its influence on modern art. They
may focus on the exploration of materiality, the emotional resonance of the
works, and the dialogue between traditional and contemporary practices.
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